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GENERAL MEETING.

The 42nd General Meeting of the Society was held at the West-
minster Town Hall, on Friday, December 5th, at 8.30 p.m.; the
President in the chair.

Mgs. Sipcwick read part of a paper on Clairvoyance, whieh she
provisionally defined as knowledge, sueh as would ordinarily be
acquired through the senses, acquired supernormally without the use of
the senses, and not by thought-transferenee from persons present.
She said that she proposed to examine the evidence for clairvoyance,
beginning with eases in which the knowledge of the scenc or facts per-
ceived might, with little difficulty, be supposed to be aequired from
some distant human mind, cognisant of them; proceeding to others
where, owing to the want of any obvious conneection between the
percipiert and the supposed agent, this supposition became more and
more diflicult ; and coming ultimately to cases of what appeared to be
elairvoyant knowledge of things unknown to any human being. In
relation especially to these latter cases, the limits of hypersesthesia and
the possibilities of acquiring knowledge unconsciously through the
senses would have to be eonsidered. In the course of the investigation
the relation of the supposed clairvoyance to time would also be dis-
cussed.

As a first instalment of evidence she read three cases. In the first
two, circumstances seemed to point elearly to agency on the part of
those whose surroundings were seen. In the last, knowledge was
voluntarily obtained by a hypnotised person about what was happening
to persons known to him and known to the hypnotiser, but who were
neither going through any crisis nor in conscious relation with the
percipient.

Miss FLINTOFF said that she had experienced a sort of elairvoyant
dream ; some sailors carrying sometbing which they laid at her feet,
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and saying he said good-bye to her. She afterwards learnt that a
midshipman whom she knew, and who had said good-bye to her before
starting on his last voyage, had fallen from a ‘mast and been killed
about that time. :

THE PrESIDENT said that this dream illustrated the importance of
getting a clear idea of what was meant by clairvoyance. There was no
knowledge in the dream of the scene that actually occurred, so that,
though it might be telepathic, it could not be regarded as clairvoyant.

ProFESsSOR BARRETT gave some instances of clairvoyance, cither
within his own knowledge or learnt by him from the persons concerned.
In one of them a sick lady had heard from a distant room what the
doctor had said to her mother. Another was a case of a lad in a
hypnotic trance apparently seeing a troopship, the fimalaya, coming into
Kingstown harbour, about the time that it really did do so. The third
was of a lady truly telling him what was the matter with a friend of
his, when he had no accurate knowledge himself on the subject. In
the fourth, information concerning a lost dog was given by a
hypnotised lady, and he had himself investigated the accuracy of her
description.

Mr. BarkwortH said that a definition would be helpful which
should first distinguish clairvoyance from telepathy, as treated in
Phantasms of the Living, and again from thought-transference from
persons present, and again from reading the far past or the future,
which he was inclined to think should be regarded as a different
phenomenon. It seemed to him that cases where persons, being
hypnotised or in sleep, become cognisant of things at a distance when
no crisis is going on might be regarded as cases of one and the same
person being both agent and percipient. He described an instance in
which a person mesmerised in Devonshire accurately described what
was going on in a house in India. He concluded by deploring the
tendency that people had to keep strange facts of this kind to them-
selves, and urging that all who could should communicate them to the
Society.

Mr. Marruews discussed the possible extension of hypersesthesia.
Heknew of a case where a lady, for several weeks after recovering from
scarlet fever, could hear what was said four rooms off. He did not see
why a line should be drawn between four rooms and four miles or four
hundred miles, nor did he see why a distinction should be supposed to
exist between extension of hearing and extension of sight.

Mr. MyErs then, after a brief introduction, read an interesting
case of a vivid mental experience of a person apparently dying. Dr.
‘Wiltse, when thought by his friends to be dead and only by his
medical attendant perceived to be still breathing slightly, seemed to
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himself t> go out of his body and to see what was going on in the
room and outside. To the surprise of all he recovered consciousness,
and at once insisted on describing his experience. What he had
thought he perceived was believed to be correct.

Mg. Vicror HorsLEY, in connection with Dr. Wiltse’s experience,
described some experiments he had made on himself when under the
influence of nitrous oxide, originally with a view to explaining reflex
action, but afterwards to observe the dream phenomena accompanying
vecovery of consciousness. The first point he tried to observe was
whether simple mental operations were recovered before complex ones.
He would set himself to execute a complex action continuously, then
take the nitrous oxide and observe when the action left off and when it
began again. For instance, he would write rows of the number 3.
Writing the 3’s one after the other in a single row he regarded as a
simple action. Writing the 3’s alternately in one row and in another as
a more complex action. His hand would stop writing, and then begin
again writing 3’s before complete consciousness returned, but it never
began again the complex action of writing them in alternate rows.

He found that dreams which oceur as consciousness returns are often
very vivid, but usually they will be completely forgotten unless by-
standers make a point of asking the patient what he dreamt before he
has entirely recovered consciousness.

Dr. WaLLacEsaid he had been assistant for many years to the late
Professor Laycock, and had records of experiments on the action of
the mind under anwsthetics, which he should be glad to communicate

to the Society.
Me. BarkwortH asked Mr. Horsley whether he noticed any marked

difference between his earlier and later experiments in his power of
carrying on complex mental actions when under the influence of
nitrous oxide.

Mi. HorsLiy said that he acquired no additional accomplishment
by practice.

Mg. PearsaLL SyitH gave an account of a young man dying of
consumption, sent to sea for the benefit of his health. In the excite-
ment of a storm the invalid was forgotten, and seemed to die. He
then perceived how the officer responsible for him began to be worried
about him, and came down and found him dead. In his anxiety to
save the officer trouble, he made an effort, and came back to life.
While in the state of coma he travelled through all his history, and
seemed to know everything that had occurred, remembering things of
sarly life back to about the age of eight months.

Mau. Suerparp asked whether the circumstances perceived by Dr.
Wiltse were such as he could not haye perceived in a normal manner,
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MR. MyEns replied that the bystanders believed that the incidents
occurred after his eyes were closed.

Mg. Harbin mentioned a friend of his who could perceive what
was wrong with the human frame, e.g., he perceived that an arm had
heen broken ten years after it was all right again.

'MEETING OF THE AMERICAN BRANCH OF THE
SOCIETY.

At the rooms of the Boston Society of Natural History, Tuesday,
December 2nd, 1890, at 8 p.m. At least 250 persons present. The
hall was not large enough to accommodate all who came to the meeting.
Professor William James in the chair.

The SECRETARY read the records of the previous meeting, which
were approved.

The CualrMAN stated that so far as concerned membership and the
general increase of interest in psychical research, the results, since the
transformation of the American Society into a Branch of the English
Society, had been highly satisfactory; the roll of the Branch showed
about 440 members as compared with about 350 at the beginning of
the year. He requested further co-operation in obtaining replies to the
question in Schedule A (Census of Hallucinations—International Con-
gress of Experimental Psychology), to which he had already received
between 4,000 and 5,000 replies. Of these about one-tenth were in
the affirmative, but the aflirmative replies had not yet been classified in
detail. He said that not so many persons as formerly were joining the
Society through purely sensational considerations, that a deeper
scientific interest was manifest, and that the members generally were
realising that patience and time were required in this branch, as in
other branches of science, to attain reliable results. He pointed out
that the research of the Branch was seriously hampered by lack of
funds, and that many opportunities for experimental investigation
and for immediate inquiries concerning phenomena, while they were
occurring, had been missed for want of money to pay travelling ex.
penses, &ec. A slight addition to the funds might be made by increas-
ing the dues. Whereas the Associates of the English Society paid
5 dollars per annum, those of the American Branch paid only 3 dollars,
and the larger part of this went to England for payment of Journals
and Proceedings supplied to the members of the Branch. It might be
advisable to raise the assessment of Associates to 5 dollars. Unless
more money was forthcoming as donations also, the work could not be
efficiently continued. He called for suggestions on these points from
the meeting,
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After brief discussion it was resolved, on the motion of Mgr. W
FeariNe Gior, of New York, that the secretary should issue a circular
for the purpose of ascertaining how many Associates would be willing
to pay an annual assessment of 5 dollars.

Proressor JaMes then gave an account of a case of “double
personality of the ambulatory type,” the subject of which, Ansel
Bourne, was, at the time of his seizure (January 6th, 1887), an
itinerant preacher, 61 years old, residing in Greene, R.I. One morn-
ing, whilst apparently in his usual state of health, he disappeared, and
in spite of the publicity which the newspapers gave to the fact, and
the efforts of the police to find him, he remained undiscovered for a
period of two months, at the end of which time he “woke up” at
Norristown, Pennsylvania, where for the previous six weeks he had been
keeping a small variety store, under the name of A. J. Brown, appear-
ing to his neighbours and customers as a normal person, but being, as
it would seem, in a somnambulistic condition all the while. Professor
James gave a sketch of Mr. Bourne’s life, which presented at least one
other incident of great interest, and went on to describe in detail
how he had conceived that Mr. Bourne, if hypnotised, might give a
full account of his strange absence, including the first two weeks, of
which no account had ever been forthcoming. Mr. Bourne, in his
normal state, recollected nothing whatever between the time of his
disappearance from Rhode Island and his “ waking up” in Norristown,
eight weeks afterwards. The result justified the expectation of Pro-
fessor James. Mr. Bourne was hypnotised repeatedly by Professor
James and Mr. Hodgson, and gave an account of his doings during his
eight weeks’ absence, and verification has been obtained of some of the
incidents which he described as having occurred before his arrival at
Norristown. In the hypnotic trance he called himself A.J. Brown, and
recollected nothing later than going to sleep in the store at Norristown.
[A full account of this case will, it is hoped, be given in the next Part
of the Proceedings.]

The SrcreTARY then read the report by Professor Lodge on sittings
with Mrs. Piper in England—read previously at a meeting in London.

The meeting then adjourned. R. Hobasox.

CASES RECEIVED BY THE LITERARY COMMITTEE.

M. 15.
The following incident, eommunicated by Mr. C. C. Massey, scems
analogous to the experiences with Mrs. Piper described in the recently

issued Part of the Procecdings .—
Jannary 18th, 1890.

On April 7th, 1883, died: s old sudidear friond of mine, by name Francis
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Paynton Pigott-Carleton (his patronymic was Pigott—he took the name of
Carleton on his marriage). On April 27th in the same year I took an
old glove of his, given to me for the purpose by his widow, to Lottie Fowler,
putting it into her hand when she went apparently into trance and was
‘“‘controlled,” and requesting the ‘‘control” to get into rapport with the
owner of the glove, and give me any particulars concerning that person.
The *“ control ” gave me a description of the person of my friend which T
thought remarkably good. I then asked for the name. She, or the
“control,” seemed to listen for it, and then said, with apparent vexation,
¢“ONh, it is all nonsense, I can make nothing of it. I hear only ‘ Pig—Pig—
that is not a name; what do they (sic) mean by ‘Pig’ 7 It is obvious
that the first syllable of the name ‘‘Pigott” is that which would be
accentuated most strongly, and the sound dropping (we may suppose), the
latter half of the name would not be caught by an ear unfamiliar with it.

I had given her not the slightest clue, except the glove, which was not
marked with the name, and she had never seen or heard of my friend, who
lived in the country and was not interested in “‘Spiritualism,” and was quite
unknown to ‘“‘mediums” ; though his wife had on more than one occasion been
with me to séances. (Not, however, to Lottie Fowler, to the best of my
present memory and belief.) And I had not mentioned my friend’s death
among my Spiritualistic friends, nor my intention to visit her to anyone who
might, intentionally, or otherwise, prepare her. C. C. MassEy.

M. 16. Crystal Vision.

The following accounts, received through the American Branch,
were taken down by Mr. Hodgson and afterwards signed by the
witnesses. We think the case sufliciently interesting and suggestive
to print, although owing to the refusal of the principal witness to
give any assistance, the evidence is very imperfect. In particular
the evidence respecting the letter from Germany, on which the
question whether the vision was veridical or not depends, is at second-
hand, and we are unable to say what the time relation between that
letter, or the incident related in it, and the vision was :-—

Account by Mrs. ——.
Boston, April 6th, 1889.

On the morning of (some weeks previously), about 10.30, Miss Z. and
Miss Y. called upon me and said they wished to try some experiments with
a large Japanese crystal which I possess. It appeared that on the previous
evening they had been talking with some other friends about crystal seeing,
ghost stories, &e., and they desired to make experiments.

Miss Y. looked into the crystal for some time, and saw various scenes
which had no special relevancy, so far as I know, to any actual event. I
had occasion to go out that morning, and left them before Miss Z. had
begun to experiment. On my rreturn, towards ‘one o’clock, I found them
much excited over the visions which Miss Z. had seen in the crystal.
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She told me that after a short time a round spot of light had appeared
in the crystal ; that this spot expanded, then became blurred, and finally
cleared, when she saw a boat on some water containing a man and a woman.
Their faces were turned, so that she could- not see them, but the woman
made some gesture as if bidding adieu. She said that the vision was like a
real scene—the boat moved and the water glittered.

The scene became clouded over completely and then cleared again, when
she saw the outside of a church, the doors opening and the people entering.

This scene again was clouded over, and again cleared, when she saw the
inside of a church. A procession carrying long candles, lighted, moved to-
wards the altar with a coftin. The lid of the coflin was lifted, and she saw
the face of a girl whose acquaintance she had made in Germany last year.
She was not a special friend of hers, but her acquaintance had been made at
the house of another friend in Germany.

She was very agitated over the vision ; said she was sure something had
happened.

About a week later I met Mrs. Y., who asked me if I had heard the
account of the vision on the day when it was seen. I told her that I had.
She then informed me that Miss Z. had just received a letter from her
friend in Germany, at whose house she had met the lady whose body she
saw in the vision, containing the news that this very lady had been drowned in
the Lake of Geneva. She had been married and had gone with her husband to
Geneva, and they had gone out rowing on the lake together. They did not
return, and the next morning a search was made, when the boat was found
upside down in the lake. Their bodies were recovered shortly afterwards.

Account by Miss Y.
Apnril 26th, 1889.

About two months ago Miss Z. and myself called upon Mrs. — for the
purpose of looking into her crystal. I had had some conversation a day or
two before about crystal seeing, and thought I should like to experiment
with one. ”

We took the crystal into a somewhat dark’room and placed it upon the
sofa, and I placed my eyes close to the crystal ball, with a dark cloth over
my head so that external objects could not be reflected in the crystal.
After looking for some time I saw three cards, two of which I distinguished
as the eight of hearts and the king of hearts, the third was blurred. T also
saw two candles standing, one of which was burning, and the other was
not. This picture disappesred, and after a short time I again saw three
cards—10 of hearts and the king of hearts, and a’spade card. I also saw
two candles lying down, both out.

Miss Z. then looked into the crystal, and after some time had elapsed
she told me as follows :—

She said that a light appeared at the bottom of the ball, which expanded
and assumed a misty appearance. This gave place to a scene in which she
saw a sheet of water. A boat moved across the water. In the front of
the boat was a woman dressed in black, holding a light.  She could not see
the face—could see the whits uf the Wind.o dn'the other end of the boat
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was a man crouched down. The boat passed across the scene several times ;
but afterwards the woman appeared to be alone in the boat,

After this I looked into the crystal again, and saw the cards which I had
seen at first, but nothing further.

Miss Z. then looked again a long time, and finally gave an exclamation
of surprise. She then told me that she had seen the boat again, that the
scene had clouded over, and a film seemed to move backwards and forwards,
finally passing away, when she saw the exterior of a church, the door of

which opened. The scene changed while she was looking at ity and she saw *

the inside of the church. From a side door came some figures in black
which formed in front of the altar. These were followed by six figures in
white carrying a coftin, which they laid down in front of the altar. Bright
dots appeared which became burning candles, which the figures were
holding. The white figures then appeared to raise the coflin higher and
higher up towards the top of the church, as it were, their arms extending to
an enormous length, and the coftin seemed to be brought just under her
face.” The lid of it slid away, and she saw a eorpse draped in black, and the
face was that of a girl whom she had known in Heidelberg, Germany.

Afterwards she saw another scene, the figure of a woman kneeling down
with hands clasped. She was dressed in black, but she had white crape
across her forehead. A second figure was that of a man with his hand
extended in a peculiar way; and a third figure, also a man, dressed chiefly
in light blue, with some other colour. The woman appeared to be kneeling
to the man in blue, Miss Z. said she would not look in the crystal any
more.

We began to look at some books that were lying on the table, and in one
we took up were some old illuminated prints. One of the pictures was that
of which she had just given me an exact description when she detailed the
last scene which appeared in the crystal, viz., the woman kneeling to the
man in blue, with the third figure present with arm extended. We were
both much surprised, and did not think so much of the first scenes which she
had witnessed in the crystal.

Betwecen a week and a fortnight later, Miss Z. came in to tell me that she
had received a letter announcing the news of the death of the girl whose
corpse she had seen in the crystal ‘“vision.” She told me that another
friend in Germany had written to her to say that this girl had been married,
and had gone to Geneva on her wedding trip ; that she and her husband had
gone out on the lake, and had not returned ; that search was made the next
day, and the boat was found upside down ; that their bodies were afterwards
recovered,

Mrs. Y. writes i—

April 26th, 1889.

On the day on which my daughter and Miss Z. visited Mrs., —— for the
purpose of looking into the crystal, I heard the details of what they had seen
in the crystal substantially as above narrated, and a week or two later I also
heard of the verification.

Mr, Hodgson adds :—

Misd Z. declines to'‘give” any adsistahide”in obtaining further evidence
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concerning this case. She was made very ‘‘nervous” by it, and was said
to have had a veridical psychical experience when she was only a few years
old, which caused her family to object very strongly to her being associated
with anything ¢ psychical.”

L. 861. A4 P»  Borderland. Visual
From Mr. J. H. Kennedy, through Professor Barrett.

Repeategl appearances of an apparition, as in this experience, seem
to be very unusual.

[Dublin], July 20¢h, 1889.

On the night of the 10th, or rather morning of 11th February, 1884,
while sleeping on a bed formed by chairs in my dining-room, my wife having
been confined the night previous, I was startled by a most remarkable
vision,

My cousin, Miss Amy Flint, passed by the side of my bed several times
from the foot, disappearing at the head, and carrying in her hand, with her
arm stretched out, a virgin's lamp. After she had passed several times I
started up in bed, the thought having struck me that my wife had either
passed away or had become seriously ill. I sat up in the bed in a state of
fear and anxiety, not knowing what todo, fearing if I went up to the bedroom
I might startle my wife and perhaps cause her death, and reasoning to
myself that if anything was wrong the nurse would eertainly let me know.
During all this time the figure continued to pass and repass with a solemn,
steady tread. Having watched and listened for some time, my cousin ceased
to pass. I lay down, fell asleep, and thought no more of it, excepting to
go up and inquire about my wife and child early that morning. They were
both doing well, so I dismissed the thing from my mind, till about 10 o’clock,
when my cousin’s brother called to say his sister had passed away just at the
time of my vision. In consequence of this extraordinary oceurrence I had
the infant called after her, Amy.

I may say my cousin had been for a long time in eonsumption, but the
day previous appeared much better, went out by herself in good spirits and
visited my sisters. J. H. Ke~x~epy.

Mr. Kennedy does not seem to have mentioned his vision to anyone
before he heard of his cousin’s death, and his aunt, to whom he men-
tioned it some weeks afterwards, is dead.

He writes later to correct the date given in his first account,
saying that his daughter Amy was born on January 2nd, 1883, and that
his cousin died a few days later, on January 7th, and we have verified
these two dates independently by reference to the Register of Births
and Deaths. The fact of his daugliter being named after his cousin
in consequence of the occurrence, as mentioned in his first letter, affords
some independent evidence of the correspondence in the dates of the
apparition and the death,

Mr. Kennedy states that he has experienced no other hallu-
cinations, but he recently had’ a dresitrof & distressing kind, which
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made a good deal of impression on him, and which there is some
reason to think was telepathic. In an interview with Professor Barrett
he also related an experience which occurred to his mother. This was
a veridical “vision or dream” of the sudden death of a friend, and is
of interest as being an instance tending to show a hereditary faculty of
“ second-sight.” ¢

G. 198.

Mr. Myers writes :— Octoter, 1890.

The four incidents which follow were written out for me in 1888
by a lady whom I will term Mrs. V., who has had other experiences
somewhat similar, which, for private reasons, she does not wish to give.
I am well acquainted with Mrs. V., and with her husband, who has
held an important position in India.

I have been asked by Mr. Myers to describe several manifestations which
I experienced between 1874 and 1885,

(L) In 18741 was in India, at a hill station. Onthe 7th June, between one
and three o'clock in the morning, I woke with the sensation that half my life
had been taken from me (I can only describe the feeling in this vague way).
I sat up and pressed my side in wonder at what was happening. I then saw
most beautiful lights at the end of the room ; these lights gave place to a cloud,
and after a few moments the face of a dear sister, then living (as I believed),
appeared in the cloud, which remained a little while and then gradually
faded away. I became much alarmed and at once felt I should hear bad
news of my sister, who was living in London and had been very ill, though
the last accounts we had received had been better. I told my husband what
had happened, and when a telegram was brought by a friend at 8 o’clock that
morning I knew what its contents must be. The telegram contained the
news of my sister’s death during the previous night.

(IL.) In 18851 was present in church at the confirmation of my sister’s
youngest boy. I was in the left-hand gallery of the church, the boy in the
body of the church, on the right side. ~As I was kneeling, I locked towards
the opposite gallery, which was of dark wood. There I saw the half figure of
my sister ; the head and arms outstretched high above the boy, as if blessing
him. TFor the moment I thought it was impossible and closed my eyes for a
few scconds. Opening them again I saw the same beautiful form, which
almost immediately vanished. .

(II1.) In India, in the winter of 1881, the husband of an acquaintance was
lying dangerously ill at an hotel about five miles from us. Knowing this, I
went frequently to inquire after him. One particular evening I remained with
his wife some time, as the doctor thought his condition most critical. When
T returned home, about ten o’clock that night, I ordered beef essences and
jellies to be made to send early the next morning.

The night was perfectly calm and sultry, not a leaf stirring. About
twelve o’clock the venetians in my bedroom suddenly began to shake and
knockings were heard, which seemed to proceed from a box under my
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writing-table. The knocking and shaking of the venetians went on for half
an hour or more, off and on.

During this time I heard a name whispered, A B , of which the
Christian name was unknown to me, the surname being the maiden name of
the sick man’s wife. I felt so certain that T was wanted at the hotel that I
wished to start at once, but T was advised not to do so at that hour of the
night. Early the next morning a messenger arrived with a note begging me
to go at once to the hotel, as my friend’s husband had died at one o’clock.
When I reached the hotel, she told me how she had wished to send for me
during the night whilst his death was impending. I went at once to stay
with her till after the funeral, and found that the Christian name I had
heard whispered was the name of her brother who had died seven years
previously.

(IV.) In 1884 we were staying ina villa in the South of France. One night,
soon after we arrived, I went from my room upstairs to feteh something in the
drawing-room (which was on the ground floor), and saw a slight figure going
down the stairs before me in a white garb with a blue sash and long golden hair,
She glided on into a room near the hall door. This startled and impressed
me s0 much that I afterwards went to the house agent and asked if anyone
had lately died in that house with long golden hair. He replied that an
American lady, young, and slight, with golden hair, had died there a few
months before—in the very room into which I had seen the figure gliding.

Mr. Myers adds :—

I have talked over the cases with Mr. V., and noted his remarks.

In Case I. he remembers being told in the morning of Mis. V.'s
vision, though at this distance of time he cannot state whether the
telegram announcing the death had arrived before he was told.

In Case II. he was told at once of the incident.

On Case III. he has made and signed the following remarks :—

“This noise resembled the shaking of the lid of the tin box. I
got up and went to the box, which continued making the noise, to see
if there were rats, but there were none. There were no rats in the
house, and there was nothing in the box. A night-light was burning
in the room. The rattling was continuous—not like what a rat could
produce. It went on again after I had investigated it in vain. This
incident was unique in my experience.”

Mrs. V. added in conversation: “The Christian name whispered was
‘Henry. This brother was not an Indian official, and I had never heard
of him.” Mrs. V.’s acquaintance with the lady whose husband was
dying was not an intimate one.

In Case IV. Mr. V. again informs me that he was told at once of
the incident. The name of the villa was La Baronne; of the house-
agent, Mr. Taylor.

It will be observed that the evidence in each of these four cases has
merits and defects of diffétent-kinds."
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In Case I.—Indian time being about 5 hours earlier than English
time—it seems probable that the apparition was about 24 hours
after the death. DBut the case is too remote in time for us to form any
certain conclusion on such a point without further evidence.

Case II. derives interest from being a sort of sequel to Case L., but
is not in itself evidential. Mrs. V. herself believes that she has had
no hallucinations which have not been in some sense veridical.

Case III. is well-attested ; and it may be remembered that in Miss
X.’s experiences, and elsewhere, we have had cases of rattling sounds
coinciding with deaths.

In Case IV. the points by which the figure is identified are some-
what scanty. We should be glad to know if there is any other account
of a figure seen in this villa.

F. W. H. M.

L. 862. Dream.

Received through the American Branch.

The amount of correspondence between dream and fact strongly
suggests a telepathic explanation, Mrs. Grant’s husband or mother in-
law being the agent.

From Mrs. S. M. Grant, St. Paul’s-street, Longwood, Mass.

I was spending the summer of 1866 in Pottersville, near Dublin, N.H.,
with my little boy. I had left at home my husband and my husband’s
mother, and had given into their charge a canary bird—a long German
canary, eight years old—and an English ivy. I was very fond of both.
Within a few days of the close of my visit, I dreamed that a strange cat
had got in and eaten my bird, and that my husband had bought another in
its place and had paid five dollars for it. At the breakfast-table the next
morning I told my sister-in-law and her aunt of my dream, and said I
should write home and charge them to be more careful. I did write home
in the course of the day, but, scorning the thought of relying on a dream,
said nothing of it.

Upon arriving at my house in Boston, a few days after, at about five o’clock
on a Saturday afternoon, I followed my husband’s mother down into the
dining-room. On the way down I caught sight of the bird and cage hanging
in their accustomed place in the back parlour. In the dining-room I said,
“The bird and the ivy are all right? Do you know that I dreamed that
a cat had killed the bird and ’—looking up into her face, ¢ It has,” for I saw
by her face it was true. She said, ‘‘You go up and see the bird.” I went
up and saw that it was quite a different bird, a young one,and of quite
another shape. T returned to the dining-room and went on with the story
of the dream, that my husband had bought another bird, paying five dollars
for it. She said, ‘I believe you are a witch.” Then she said, ¢ But it wasn’t
Susie ” (a black cat she had ‘had ‘many “years).' "I said, ‘I knew it was a
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horrid great grey cat.” (It was a Maltese cat that looked as if it had lain
too near the fire and got singed yellow in spots, with a great head and jaw, as
low a type of cat as I ever saw. I had never seen such a cat.) ‘ But,” she
said, ‘I don’t know anything about the price of the bird, for it only came
home to-day.”

When my husband came home to tea and was told the story he laughed
and said, ‘“ Why didn’t you say three dollars and a half, and just hit it ?”
I said I didn't care anything about that, that was a small point.

Within a week after this, I was at my chamber window, when I saw the
identical cat of ,my dream running along on the sheds. I called to my
husband’s mother and said, *‘ Look, there’s the cat that killed my bird.”
She looked out and said it was, and that she had not seen the cat since till
now. It seems that the day the bird was killed, as soon as she found the bird
gone, she went out to look for Susie, thinking it must be she who had caught
it. A neighbour sceing her looking about, asked what she was looking for,
and when told, said, *‘ That cat on the fence has just run with a bird,” and
she looked and saw this strange cat.

We did not think very much of this story, but I used to tell it from time
to time, and on one occasion, a long time after, when I had told it, my
husband said, “‘ You nught as well h'we the bcneﬁt of the whole of it,—the
bird cost five dollars.”

‘ STEPHEN M. GRaNT.
(Signed) ReBEcca M. Grasr.
UrsurLa RusseLL.

The lady who forwarded the above narrative writes about the

percipient as follows :—
Chocorua House, August 2nd, 1888.

Mrs. Grant is one of those who constantly know that a friend is to arrive
a few minutes before the bell rings and they come, or that she will hear from
a friend a day or two before a letter comes. These things have happened,
as she says, ‘‘thousands of times,” and still happen all the time. She is
very strong and well, and exceptionally cheerful. She takes these things as a

matter of course. ;
(Signed)  Livias Pack,

CATALOGUE OF UNPRINTED CASES.
(Continied from the December JOURNAL.)

Further information improving the evidence in any of these cases
will be gratefully received.

B L 60. Mrs. Evans describes two dreams: 1. Of her brother being
hurt by a fall from his horse. He was injured in a steeplechase the
previous day. 2. Of her mother lying on the ground with wet garments
HHer mother had an accident at a brook the evening before dream, and was
unable to move through wet and heavy clothing. No dates.

B L 61. Visual and Auditory. Borderland.—Mrs. Francis, lying awake
between 1 and 2 a.m., in September, 185G, hears, footsteps ; sees an old man
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cross the room and leave something in the flue of the stove. She recognised
him as a former occupant of the house. He is dying at the time of the
appearance. Mrs. F.’s husband (a colliery worker) examines the flue the
next day, and finds a mason’s trowel and hammer.

B L 62. Visual. Unknown hand.—Mr. G. Fitzmaurice tells us in 1889
that his grandmother, Mrs. Watkins, saw the apparition of Miss Griffiths
coincidently with that lady’s sudden death. Date not given.

B L 63. 2nd hand, good as 1st.—Mr. M. Wentworth Forbes is told by
Mrs. Evans that she has had a dream of a telegram ‘‘ W. Forbes invalided
home.” Telegram to that effect arrives in a day or two, referring to narra-
tor’s brother. 2. Mrs. Evans writes to Mr. Forbes at Cannes expressing
anxiety about some unknown peril concerning him. He is passing through
danger (without knowing it)—two hotels with scarlet fever in them. No
dates given. Recorded July, 1889.

B L 64. Auditory. Ad Pn-—Miss C. B. Roberts relates that when her
brother William was dying in 1858 he constantly expressed a wish to see
another brother—Tom—speaking continually of him during the night. In
the morning Tom arrived from a distance, having heard William’s voice
‘“calling him through the night.” Illness presumably unknown to Tom.
Recorded December, 1888,

B L 65. Visual. Ad Pn—Mr. Edward Mackie tells us that when
driving over to see his mother, whom he knew to be seriously ill, he saw her
standing by a hayrick, smiling and waving her hand in a characteristic manner.
On arrival he found that his mother had just died—the death coinciding
precisely with the appearance. Event, January, 1858. Recorded in 1888.

B L 66. Visual. Borderland.—Mr. W. Kershaw sends us a case which
is certainly no nearer than 3rd hand. Mrs. Burton, known to Mr. K.’s
father, saw her son, dripping wet, walk round her bed about midnight.
The figure sat down, gazed sadly at percipient, and disappeared. Day and
hour noted. The son was drowned at sea at that time. Date: ‘‘about 40
years ago.” Recorded November, 1888.

B L 67 consists of brief notes upon some recent experiments in thought-
transference (but with contact) by Mrs. Shield. Percipients, the Misses
Gatcombe.  Also an experiment in ‘‘dowsing ” with Mrs. Gatcombe.
Recorded September, 1886.

B L 68. Dream.—Dr. E. Swales describes his having three ‘‘frightful
dreams,” in one night, of an old friend, Dr. J. Caldwell, R.N. He saw the
death in the paper next day ; it had occurred early in the day immediately
preceding the dreams. Date, September, 1887. Recorded January, 1888.

B L 69. Visual. A1 Pa  3rd hand at least.—The Rev. J. J. Dyson
tells us in May, 1887, that a rector’s wife told him that her grandmother saw
the apparition of an absent son at the time of his death. The son was abroad
and had not been heard of for many years. No date given.

B L 70. Visual. 3rd hand.—Cases of phantasms coincident with death
told to Mr. J. P. Emslie, by Mr. Churchill, as happening to friends of his.
Narrated to Mr. Emslie in October, 1873. Recorded by Mr. Imslie, April,
1889.

B L 71. Visual. A? Pn  2nd hand.—The same informant also tells us
that in July, 1876, a servant at an inn deseribed to him that the figure of her
brother passed her in the street at the time of his death through a mining
aceident some miles distant,

B L 72, Dream.—Mrs. Matthews dreams of seeing her little daughter
(then at sea, bound for England) and hearing her ery, ¢ Mother, Mother !”
The vessel was partly wrecked on that date, andthe child (now Mrs, Gar-
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nétt, who confirms) remembers crying for her mother. Date, August, 1852,
Recorded June, 1888.

B L 73. Dreams. 2nd hand.—Mrs. D’Arey narrates that about 40
years ago a near relative had two dreams : (1) of a sailor brother being
washed overboard, whieh occurred at the time of the dream. (2) That an-
other brother was ill ; she saw his surroundings in her dream. All was
afterwards verified. Recorded October, 1888.

B L 74. Visual. Ad Pa  4th hand, as good as 3rd.—From the same
informant.—The mother of a friend’s servant sees an apparition of a brother
then in Australia, and her daughter finds her fainting with fright. The
date was noted and the death afterwards veritied. No date given. Recorded
October, 1888.

B L 75. Visual. Collective. Borderland.—Mrs. Swaby informed us
in April, 1888, that ‘‘about 3 years ago " she and her husband both saw a
figure of a man, with dark beard and high hat, standing by their bedside in the
night. On eomparing impressions, Mr. S. could not recognise the figure, but
Mrs. S. thought it resembled Mr. White, an old friend of her father’s, whom
she had not seen for years. She heard a little time afterwards that Mr.
White had died ** on or about ” the date of the apparition.

B L 76. Visual. Ae Pn—Mrs. Rouse, when lying with closed eyes,
saw her brother’s face as ‘‘ a photograph picture,” looking like a dead man.
She at once mentioned the circumstance to three nieces, one of whom con-
firms. News subsequently arrived of the brother’s illness in America. The
impression appears to have coincided with arrival of news to percipient’s
mother. Date of vision, June, 1888. Recorded July, 1888.

B L 77.—Mnrs. Griffith sends notes and comments on various L cases
(Mrs. Vaughan, Lady Isham, &e.). No definite accounts are given.

B L 78 Dream. Ad P+—Mr. W. A, Dunn, in Paris, has a vague
dread of some calamity. He goes to bed and dreams that his brother tells
him he is dying; then he seems to see him dead and wakes himself up, calling
his brother by name. He notes the time, and three days later learns by a
delayed telegram that his brother is dead, the dream and death having
coincided. Date, 1872. Recorded April, 1888.

B L 79.—A letter from among the papers of the late Mr. Benjamin
Coleman, from the late Mr. G. R., dated July, 1868, gives the following
account : Mr. G. R. dreamt, ‘‘nearly 20 years ago " [about 1848], that he
was quarrelling with his brother, who lived at a distance, about some build-
ings. He learnt afterwards that on this night he appeared to his brother.
The brother and wife were awakened by a rap at the front door. The brother
went down and let Mr. G. R, in. They had a violent altereation about the
building matters, and then Mr. G. R. hurriedly left the house. The wife did
not see the apparition, but she heard the guarrel.

B L 80. Visual. Ad Pa_Mr. J. Kipling relates that in December,
1868, he was leaving his house about 9 p.m., when he saw Mr. Rumford, one
of his workmen, pass. The man did not speak, but Mr. Kipling was confi-
dent of his identity. He heard next day that Rumford had met with an
aceident about 5 o’clock on the previous day, and had expired about 9 p.m.
Recorded March, 1888,

B L 81, Auditory (Collective)and Visual. Ad P 2nd and 3rd hand.
Narrated by Mrs. Ward.—Miss A. Dickinson and a friend were walking in
Boston, U.S.A.  The friend heard someone call ** Mary “—her name ; then
both heard it. ‘‘Mary ” hastened home and saw her fianed standing at a
window. She ran upstairs and exclaimed at his pallor, when he vanished.
A telegram arrived tSle next morning announcing his death, through typhoid
fever, at that hour. He died, ealling her by name.  No date given,  Re-
corded September, 1885, ), : Micr |
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OPERATIONS PERFORMED PAINLESSLY THROUGH
POST-HYPNOTIC SUGGESTION,

Lk ki —_——

Mr. A. W. Dobbie, of Adelaide, Associate of our Society, some of
whose accounts of clairvoyance obtained with hypnotised persons have
been printed in the Jowrnal, sends us descriptions from Australian
newspapers of dental operations rendered quite painless by mere
suggestion.

The patient was a young lady who had to have a number of stumps
of teeth extracted, causing great pain, as for some reason she appears
to have been unable to use the ordinary anwmsthetics. Under these
circumstances her parents brought her to Mr. Dobbie to be hypnotised.
He did not at first succeed in inducing the hypnotic sleep, but the
difficulty was overcome after a few trials and answsthesia produced.

The special interest of the present experiments, however, is that at
the time of the operations the patient was not hypnotised at all. M.
Dobbie hypnotised her two days beforehand, and told her while
hypnotised that at a certain time she was to have five stumps extracted,
and was to feel no nervousness and no pain or discomfort. The success
of the suggestion was complete. The teeth were extracted, in the
presence of a number of people, without any inconvenience to the
patient, though the operation, owing to the difficulty of getting out one
of the stumps, took about a quarter of an hour. A few days later two
more teeth were taken out under similar conditions, in the presence of
several doctors, with equal success. On both of these occasions M.
Dobbie was present, though not doing anything to influence the patient
at the time, but we understand that on a previous occasion she had
gone to the dentist, after receiving the suggestion in the same way,
with her father only, and that the result had been equally satisfactory.

OBITUARY.

We regret much to have to announce the death of Mr. S. J. Davey,
on December 8th, of typhoid fever, at the age of 27 years. Readers
of our Proceedings (Vol. IV.) will not have forgotten the important
work done by Mr. Davey for the Society in demonstrating the extent
to which educated and intelligent people may fail to observe the details
of what occurred when supposed marvels are exhibited before them, and
the extent to which they may consequently mis-report them. The
series of experiments, establishing this conclusion which Mr. Davey
and Mr. Hodgson conducted, are hardly likely to be performed again
with the same thoroughness, and no one who is seriously concerned in
the discovery of truth in this difficult inquiry can afford to neglect the
instruction contained in them.
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Goopxow, H. R., 32, Remsen-street, Brooklyn, New York, U.S.A.
Gricas, Miss B., 25, Fountain-st., Boston Highlands,Boston, Mass., U.S. A.
Groot, Mrs. ELizaBera K. pE, 8, West 32nd-street, New York, U.S.A.
Hysrop, 223, East 11th-street, New York, U.S.A.
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NEewcoms, W. L., Taunton, Mass., U.S.A.
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Perkins, Mrs. E. H., Juxnr., 5, East 40th-street, New York, U.S.A.
Perers, Mrs. F. A., Forest Hill-street, Jamaica Plain, Mass., U.S.A.
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ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING.

The Ninth Annual Business Meeting of the Members of the Society
was held at the Westminster Town Hall on the 30th of January. In
the absence of the President, William Crookes, Esq., F.R.S., was voted
to the chair.

The Meeting was informed that during the year 1890 the total
number of Members of all classes had increased from 671 to 707 ; and
that although there were, as usual, from various causes, a number of
resignations at the end of the year, these were nearly made up for by
the fresh proposals for election already received. The Amnferican
Branch, at the date of the last)information received, numbered 430.
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An audited statement of the receipts and expenditure for 1890 was
presented, and appears on another page. In laying it before the Meet-
ing the Chairman read a letter from the auditor, in which he said, “I
have audited your accounts for 1890, and have pleasure in again
testifying to their system, and the accuracy with which Mr. Bennett
has kept them.” The Chairman drew attention to the state of the
Society’s finances, which, though satisfactory twelve months ago, had
improved during the year. A statement of current assets and liabilities
at the close of 1890 showed a small excess of the latter, to the amount
of about £20, due to the unexpected size and cost of Part X VII. of the
Proceedings. As in previous years, in the estimate of the assets, no
account is taken of the value of the Library, or of the stock of
LProceedings. ’

No further nominations for seats on the Council having been made,
and those sent round on January 8th being just sufficient to fill the
vacancies, the following were declared duly elected :—G. P. Bidder,
Esq., Q.C,, William Crookes, Esq., F.R.S., A. T. Myers, Esq., M.D.,
and C. Lockhart Robertson, Esq., M.D.

MEETINGS OF THE COUNCIL.

A Meeting of the Council was specially summoned on January 7th,
when six Members were present, W. Crookes, Esq., F.R.S., occupying
the chair.

The Minutes of the previous Meeting having been read and signed
as correct, the following resolution was considered and unanimously
carried :—“This Council sanctions the proposed augmentation of the
annual subscription of Associates of the American Branch from
three dollars to five dollars, if approved by the American Vice-
Presidents.”

The Council met at the close of the Annual Business Meeting on
January 30th. W. Crookes, Esq., F.R.S., occupied the chair at the
commencement, and it was taken by the President on his arrival
shortly after. There were also present: Dr. A. T. Myers, Messrs.
T. Barkworth, F. W. H. Myers, F. Podmore, H. Babington Smith,
R. Pearsall Smith, and H. . Wingfield.

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and signed as correct.

The proceedings at the Annual Business Meeting were reported as
stated above.

The re-election of the Officers of the Society for the ensuing year
‘was unanimously carried as follows:—President, Professor H. Sidgwick;
Hon. Treasurer, Mr. H. Arthur Smith ; Hon. Secretaries, Messrs. F.
W. H. Myers and Frank Podmores, . 17/ »
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The following were co-opted as members of the Council for the
ensuing year in accordance with Rule 17 :—G. W. Balfour, Esq., M.P.,
Thos. Barkworth, Esq., The Earl of Crawford and Balcarres, Rev.
A. T. Fryer, and H. E. Wingfield, Esq.

The Committees were re-elected as follows, with power to add to
their number : —

Committee of Reference.—Professor Adams, Professor Barrett,
Professor Lodge, Mr. F. W. H. Myers, Lord Rayleigh, Dr. C. Lockhart
Robertson, Professor Sidgwick, Professor Thomson, and Mr. J. Venn.

Literary Committee.—Mr. Thos. Barkworth, Rev. A. T. Fryer,
Mr. Walter Leaf, Mr. F. W. H. Myers, Mr. ¥. Podmore, Professor
Sidgwick, and Mrs. H. Sidgwick.

Library Commaittee.—Dr. A. T. Myers and Mr. F. W. H. Myers.

Finance Commaittee.—Mr. H. Arthur Smith, Mr. J. Herbert Stack,
and Lieut.-Colonel G. L. Le M. Taylor.

Five new Members and nine new Associates, whose names and
addresses are given in a preceding page, were elected. The election of
thirty-eight new Associates of the American Branch was also recorded.

By request the name of Mrs. Benson was transferred from the list
of Associates to that of Members; and the names of Mr. Octavius
Beatty, Mr. F. N. Garry, and Mrs. Tancred were transferred from the
list of Members to that of Associates.

The decease, in December last, of Mr. S. J. Davey, an Associate of
the Society, was recorded. The resignations of twenty Members and
Associates who from various causes desired to withdraw from the
Society, at the end of the year were accepted.

The lists of Corresponding Members and of Honorary Associates
elected for the current year will be given in the next Journal.

GENERAL MEETING.

The 43rd General Meeting of the Society was held at the West-
minster Town Hall, on Friday, January 30th, at 4 p.m., the
President in the chair.

A continuation of Mgs. Sipawick’s paper on “Clairvoyance” was
read for her by Mr. Popmore. It gave an account of further cases
of clairvoyance, in which what was perceived, being known to some
distant person, might conceivably have been learnt telepathically.

Mrg. H. B. Syitn then read a translation of a paper by MONSIEUR
MARILLIER on some recent apparitions of the Virgin Mary in a
rural parish in France, which had been investigated on the spot by
the writer. After the conclusion of the paper Mr. Smith made a few
remarks, pointing out the resemblance of this case to one referred to
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in Phantasms of the Living, which occurred at Corano, in Italy, and
was described in the Times for July 31st, 1885. Here, as in the case
described by M. Marillier, the first percipient was a little girl of eleven,
other children to whom she had related her experience following suit,
and having visions more or less similar on the same hillside.

MR. PEARSALL SMITH gave an interesting account of some analogous
phenomena which had taken place in the United States.

The PRresiDENT, after some remarks on the difference between
collective and contagious hallucinations, closed the meeting.

EXPERIMENTAL THOUGHT-TRANSFERENCE FROM A
DISTANCE, WITH APPARITION OF AGENT.

L. 863

We give here an account of an interesting series of telepathic
experiments made by Mr. Joseph Kirk, of 1, Ripon-villas, Upper
Ripon-road, Plumstead. Mr. Kirk was himself the agent, and a friend
of his, Miss G., was the percipient.

Miss G. has once had an apparently veridical auditory hallucination,!
but, so far as she remembers, no other spontaneous hallucinations
of any kind.

1 This experience was as follows ;—

A cousin of Miss G.’s, “*Mrs. C., had a baby, which, after an illness of a few
days, died about 2 a.m. on November 17th, 1872. Miss G. had visited the family
almost daily during the illness, and was present the evening before the death, had
nursed the child to relieve the mother, and returned home, not thinking the end was
near. Between 12.30 and 1 o'clock she was suddenly awakened by a voice, which she
at once plainly recognised as that of Mrs. C., exclaiming, ‘Jack, Jack, Jack !’ So
distinct were the words and tone of voice that Miss G., greatly astonished, sat up in
bed, rubbing her eyes and looking about her room to convince herself that she was
really awake,

*Mra. C., shortly before the hour mentioned, being much exhausted with nursing,
had lain on the bed, the baby meanwhile being entrusted to the care of the husband.
Suddenly, Mrs. C. awoke with the impression that the baby was dying, and in her
alarm sprang out of bed, exclaiming to her husband, * Oh, Jack, Jack, Jack, you are
letting the baby die !’

“Mrs. C., at this distance of time, does not remember that she was dreaming of
Miss G., or that the latter was in any way mixed up with the impression that the
baby was dying.”

The above account was written out by Mr. Kirk, after hearing Mrs. C.’s account,
and the following confirmation is signed by Mrs. C. :—

*“T certify that the above account is correct, that I distinctly remembered the
circumnstances, and recalled them voluntarily to Miss G.'s recollection.”

Mrs. C. adds that her husband also clearly remembers the circumstance.

Miss G. says ;—

**1 well remember visiting the family during the illness of the baby, and the part
1 took in sympathising with Mra. O. aud helping to nurse the child, but hearing the
vOice had quite escaped my memory until recalled to it by Mrs. C.”
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Mr. Kirk wrote on May 29th, 1890 :—

(1) Four years ago, when I began the study of telepathic phenomena, I
made an experiment in impressing a lady who resided not quite half a mile
distant. The lady in question is Miss G.- She once told my wife and
myself that she always sleeps with her head mufiled in the bedclothes, and at
the moment it occurred to me to try a hallucinatory experiment on her. I
determined to enter her bedroom and pull the clothes from her face, but as
I received no intimation from her that anything had happened to her I
decided that I had failed.

(2) I did not try again at that time [on account of illness but] about three
months ago I again tried a similar experiment, seemingly without effect.

But since Miss G. mentioned to me the telepathic incident between her-
self and Mrs. C. she has told me, voluntarily, of two curious things that
she had experienced, but .which she had not mentioned to anyone. These
two incidents proved to be the success of my two experiments!

On the first occasion she was awakened by feeling the bedclothes being
pulled away from her face. She felt the action as though it were being
physically done, but was too frightened to open her eyes, having the sensa-
tion that there was a presence near her bed. Presently the feeling of fright,
or uneasiness, passed, and after a time she went to sleep.

On the second occasion (in her own house) the same performance was
enacted, but this time it was not accompanied with fear, as she opened her
eyes and looked steadily around to see if anyone had entered her room.
There was no presence visible, however, and she quickly went to sleep. She
had not even a suspicion that it was I who had been subjecting her to
experiments. She had simply considered them very strange incidents, and
was much puzzled over their occurrence.

(3) I have twice since succeeded in impressing her.! The first time was
about three weeks ago (about the beginning of May), and the second on
Sunday night, the 11th inst. On the first occasion she had a distinct feeling
that I was standing by her bedside and the presence was so palpable (though
unseen) that she felt the pressure on the bedstead. Miss G. describes this
pressure and presence as like those one feels when someone is leaning on the
back of an easy-chair in which you are sitting.

(4) The second impression was very rapid and realistic in its action.
On the Sunday night mentioned I was reading (not for the first time) Mr.
Myers’s introductory remarks to his paper ‘‘On Recognised Apparitions
Occurring more than a Year after Death.” About 11.30 I began to feel tired,
suddenly threw myself on the couch, and immediately imagined myself
walking up the road where Miss G. resides and, without pause, opened the
front gate, passed in, and went bodily (so to speak) through the front door,
quickly mounted the series of stairs to her bedroom door, which I opened
(though locked) with great energy and noise. I did not, however, stay a
second, as I was too mentally tired to continue the experiment.

It was not until the following Saturday (we see her nearly every day) that
Miss G. suddenly asked me, *Did you try an experiment on me on Sunday

1 Mr. Kirk cannot say whether any unsuccessful attempts were made during this
period.
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night last 7” ¢ Why do you ask ?” ‘‘ Because, between 11 and 12 o’clock, I
heard my bedroom door opened with a bang. I seemed to see the door
opened at the same moment.”!

Mr. Kirk wrote again on July 7th, 1890 :—

(5) I have to inform you that from the 10th to 20th JuneI tried a telepathic
experiment each night upon Miss G. I did so, as suggested by you in
your letter of June 3rd, without her knowledge, as a preliminary to entering
upon experiments with her under conditions of expectancy and the recording
of dates and hours. Each trial had for its object the rendering myself visible
to her—simply visible. = With the exception of one—which was made one
afternoon from my office in the Arsenal—each trial took place at my house
between the hours of 11 p.m. and 1 a.m.

Up to June 23rd I heard nothing direct from my ‘‘subject.” Indirectly,
however, I learnt that my influence was acting rather strongly. Each time
Miss G. came to my house, while the experiments were in progress, she
complained of being kept sleepless and restless from an uneasy feeling which
she was unable to describe or account for. On one night, so strong was this
uneasy feeling, she was compelled to get up, dress herself, and take to some
needlework, and was unable to throw off the sensation and return to bed
until 2 o’clock. I made no comments on these complaints—never dropped
a hint, even, as to what I was doing. Under these circumstances it seemed
probable to me that, although my influence was telling upon her, to her dis-
comfort, I had not succeeded in the object of my experiments. Supposing
this to be the case, and that I was only depriving her of rest, I thought it
best to discontinue the trials for a time.

I felt disappointed at this apparently barren result. But, on June 23rd,
an agreeable surprise was sprung upon me, in that I learnt I had most
effectually succeeded on one occasion—the very occasion on which I had
considered success as being highly improbable—in presenting myself to Miss
G. Asyou will find in her statement, herewith enclosed, the vision was
most complete and realistic.  The trial which had this fortunate result was
that I had made from my office and on the spur of the moment. I had been
rather closely engaged on some auditing work, which had tired me, and as
near as I can remember the time was between 3.30 and 4 p.m., that I laid
down my pencil, stretched myself, and in the act of doing the latter I was
seized with the impulse to make a trial on Miss G. I did not, of eourse,
know where she was at the moment, but, with a flash, as it were, I transferred
myself to her bedroom. I cannot say why I thought of that spot, unless it
was that I did so because my first experiment had been made there.?  As it
happened, it was what I must call a *¢ lucky shot,” for I caught her at the
moment she was lightly sleeping in her chair—a condition which seems to
be peculiarly favourable to receiving and externalising telepathic messages.

The personal appearance of the apparition is of considerable interest, and
is important in that it affords direct proof that an agent, when experimenting,

! This is not quito accurate, See percipient’s letter, p. 29.

? The first experiment was on the night of the 10th, the successful experiment on
the afternoon of June 11th (Wednesday). Mr, Kirk tells us that he made a note at
the time on his blotting-paper, of day and hour,
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is, in some undefinable way, conscious of his outward aspect. Thus, the figure
seen by Miss G. was clothed in a suit I was at the moment wearing, and was
bareheaded, the latter as would be the case, of course, in an office. This
suit is of a dark reddish-brown check stuff, and it was an unusual eircumstanece
for me to have had on the coat at the time, as I wear, as a rule, an office coat
of light material. But this oftice coat I had, a day or so before, sent to a
tailor to be repaired, and I had, therefore, to keep on that belonging to the
dark suit.

1 tested the reality of the vision by this dark suit. I asked, ‘‘How was
I dressed ?” (not at all a leading question). The reply of Miss G. was,
touching the sleeve of the coat I was then wearing(of a light suit), ‘‘Not this
coat, but that dark suit you wear sometimes. 1 even saw clearly the small
check pattern of it; and I saw your features as plainly as though you had
been bodily present. I could not have seen you more distinetly.”’

Miss G.’s account of this is :—
June 28th, 1890.

A peculiar occurrence happened to me on the Wednesday of the week
before last. In the afternoon (being tired by a morning walk), while sitting
in an easy-chair near the window of my own room, I fell asleep. At any
time I happen to sleep during the day (which is but seldom) I invariably
awake with tired uncomfortable sensations,which take some little time to pass
oft ; but that afternoon, on the contrary, I was suddenly quite wide awake,
seeing Mr. Kirk standing near my chair, dressed in a dark brown coat, which
T had frequently seen him wear. His back was towards the window, his right
hand towards me ; he passed across the room towards the door, which is
opposite the window, the space between being 15ft., the furniture so
arranged to leave just that centre clear; but when he got about 4ft from the
door, which was closed, he disappeared.

My first thought was, ‘‘ had this happened a few hours later I should
have believed it telepathic,” for I knew Mr. Kirk had tried experimenting
at different times, but had no idea he was doing so recently. Although I
have been much interested by his conversation about psychical phenomena
at various times during the past year, I must confess the element of doubt
would very foreibly present itself as to whether telepathic eommunication
could be really a fact; and I then thought, knowing he must be at the office
at the time I saw him (which was quite as distinctly as if he had been really
in the room), that in this instance, at least, it must be purely imaginary, and
feeling so sure it was only fancy, resolved not to mention it, and did not do
so until this week, when, almost involuntarily, I told him all about it. Much
to my astonishment, Mr. Kirk was very pleased with the account, and asked
me to write it, telling me that on that afternoon, feeling rather tired, he put
down his pen for a few moments, and, to use his own words, ‘‘ threw himself
into this room.” He also told me he had purposely avoided this subject in
my presence lately, that he might not influence me,but was anxiously hoping
I would introduce it.

I feel sure I had not been dreaming of him, and cannot remember that
anything had happened to cause me even to think of him that afternoon
before falling asleep.
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Mr. Kirk wrote on August 1st, 1890 :—

Since my last communication to you, I regret to say I have been so unwell
that I have not been able to keep up a systematic course of experiments on
Miss G. Of the attempts I did make, only one proved to be a decided
success, and that I now proceed to describe.

(6) On the night of July 10th I resolved that Miss G. should see a
part of the room in which I was, and which came within the front range of
my vision. While studying, or reading, I usually draw a couch close to my
table, on one end of which I place a lamp with a large cardboard shade.
The latter keeps the upper part of the room in shadow, but not so deep that
I cannot distinctly see every article in the room. I began at 11.30, but
quickly found that, although I endeavoured to focus the various articles of
furniture, &c., immediately in front of my gaze, in a kind of bird’s-eye view,
the lamp obtruded itself as the most conspicuous object. From the reclining
position I take on the couch, the brightly illumined white inner rim of the
shade that is farthest from me is always visible without there being any
necessity for turning my eyes on the shade. Thus, during the first part of the
experiment the lamp was obtrusively prominent. Try asI would, I could not
make its bright light blend with its surroundings. The diameter of the shade,
at its widest part, is a trifle over 13 inches. This part of the experiment
occupied from 11.30 to 11.45.

At 11.45 T became tired of the persistent obtrusiveness of the bright
light of the lamp, and held up my right hand between it and my eyes. The
relief was immediate, and the objects I wished to see stood out clearly,
though still in shadow.

Percipient’s Account :—

July 11th, 1890.

Last night, about 11.35, having been in bed only a few minutes, I was
startled by seeing at the end of the room, near my bed, a bright streak about
ten or twelve inches in length. Iimmediately raised myself on my left elbow
and watched it for about half a minute (it may have been rather less). It had
the appearance of a reflection with a deep shadow above.

Knowing Mr. Kirk intended trying telepathic experiments from time to
time, I wondered whether it could proceed from that, but it appeared so real
that I got up to see if it were caused by a light shining through the window.
However, it was not moonlight, the venetian blinds were down, and the
street gas-lamps are too far above and below the house to throw a light on the
wall opposite the window ; so I concluded it must be telepathic. After lying
down again, I did not see it, but for the next few minutes saw several
momentary glimpses of a dimly-lighted room, or perhaps I had better say
large patches of shadow and not very bright light.

Mr. Kirk continues later in August :—

(7) 1 have to record another successful experiment with Miss G., which,
in my opinion, conclusively demonstrates the arbitrary power of a strong
light.

On Sunday, the 3rd inst., I intimated to Miss G. that I should probably
make an experiment on herin object-transference that night. I ascertained
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from her that she would most likely retire about 11 o’clock, and at that
hour I began operations. In the window recess of my room stands a small
octagon-shaped table, with flowersin pots. Against these pots I placed a
rectangular piece of white-faced cardboard (17in. by 12in.), on which are the
letters ‘“ C A ” in black chalk. (You have heard of this cardboard in former
experiments.) [See experiments with other percipients described below.]

At starting, I used the bull’s-eye lantern. With the exception of the light
thrown by the latter, the room was in complete darkness. The lantern I
stood on the end of the dining-table, facing the cardboard, the distance being
about two yards. The cardboard and letters were clearly defined. Aftera
short gaze, the board and letters became, as usual, blurred ; my eyes became
unsteady, while the black letters ran into each other, and danced and whirled
about like fiery clouds, and I had to blink my eyelids with great rapidity to
catch even momentary glimpses of the black outlines of the letters. This
had lasted about five minutes when the light of the lantern suddenly
collapsed and I had to suspend the operation to raise the wick with a pin.
This done I began again, but getting only the same effect of fiery clouds.
After two or three minutes the lantern went quite out and then I turned up
the light of my lamp for a third trial—same effect of fiery clouds. In a
few minutes the lamp also collapsed, the servant having forgotten to
renew the oil. I then lit a candle (note this specially), and began a fourth
trial. Though the light was not so glaring as the bull’s-eye lantern and that
of the lamp, the effect was the same—fiery clouds—probably due to my eyes
being tired, and the glare of the clouds being impressed on the retina from
the former trials. PresentlyI put out the candle, and lit the gas—same
effect of fiery clouds. To the end of the experiments I alternately tried
both the candle and gas.

Percipient’s Account :—
August 4th, 1890.

Last night, at 11.5, a few minutes after lying down, I saw a luminous
appearance in the room, which soon settled into the form of a square or,
rather, oblong. Iatonce thought, ‘I am now going to see one of the pictures
in Mr. K.’s dining-room,” but was disappointed, the only change which
occurred was & wavy, cloud-like movement within the square. Twice during
the time (about 20 minutes) which it remained more or less visible I very
distinctly saw a small, bright flame as of a candle burning, a short distance
from the square. Before lying down I had darkened the window as much
as possible, to exclude the light of the moon, which was shining full upon it,
as I thought it probable Mr. K. would try an experiment during the evening.

At a later date Mr. Kirk continues :—

(8) This experiment was made on Miss G. whilst she was staying at Ilfra-
combe, about 230 miles from here by rail. It wasarranged that I should make
one trial on the night of the second Sunday of her stay at Ilfracombe, time
11 o'clock. T decided to transfer a dise of light, in the hope that it would
appear as a full moon. I prepared for this by cutting a circular piece, six
inches in diameter, out of a sheet of stiff black paper; the frame of the paper
I fastened over the rectangular cardboard, already mentioned, having first care-
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fully prepared the surface with white chalk. This produced a disc of clear white-
ness. Ithen placed the object in the bay window of my dining-room, standing
it against the venetian blind, behind two whité window-curtains, which occupy
the central part of the bay. Two other white curtains hang in the bay,
one on each side, making four curtains. I now concentrated on the white
disc the light from #wo bull's-eye lanterns. These stood on a small table,
about twelve inches from the disc, the effect on the eyes being almost pain-
fully bright. The reflection from the disc illumined every part of the room
as though it had been coated with luminous paint. The two curtains in
the centre of the bay were, especially, clearly defined. Though the latter,
of course, came within the range of my vision, they did not enter into
it as objects to be transferred. My attention was solely directed to the
transfer of the brilliant disc. At the time appointed I put out my lamp
and began the trial.

From the latter part of the report [by percipient, see below] it will be
noticed that, on two nights on which I had experimented on Miss G.,
without her knowledge, I had succeeded in causing a manifestation. These
are the only occasions, however, on which I have succeeded.

[In answer to our inquiries we learn that Mr. Kirk made an attempt on
every night—13 or 14—of Miss G.’s stay at Ilfracombe, but he afterwards
found that on several of these occasions she had not yet retired to her room.]

Percipient’s Account :—
Ilfracombe, August 18th, 1890.

Almost immediately on lying down last night, a few minutes after eleven,
with my face towards the wall, I saw a very bright reflection as if a strong
light were shining through a bay window and clearly showing the light and
shade of hanging curtains. Although I expected Mr. K. to experiment, this
was 80 bright and sudden that I raised myself in the bed to see if any
light could possibly be coming through the window of my room ; but it
certainly did not. My bedroom is on the second floor ; the window flat and
rather small, so, as the night was dark, I could only just discern it. Being
Sunday the street (High-street) was much darker and quieter than usual.
Lying down again I still saw it, thinking, ‘ What can he be trying to
transfer 77 But it was only for a very short time ; being tired, I quickly fell
asleep.

August 19th.

This morning I received a note from Mr. K., asking me to make a
memorandum of any manifestations, and saying he had not confined his
experiments to Sunday night.  This reminds me that on two nights during
the previous weck I saw faint, cloudy lights, but would not notice them,
understanding that Mr. K. did not intend experimenting during the first
week of my visit here.

Mr. Kirk continues :—

Since the experiments at Ilfracombe I have tried to transfer coloured
discs to Miss G., but the results were very indefinite, if not entire failures.
I may add that Miss G. has, on several occasions lately, tried me as a
percipient, but I have proved myself almost quite unimpressionable.
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(9) I willnow record a final experiment, and one that was not only success-
ful but exceedingly beautiful. I was determined, if possible, to make Miss
G. see a full moon, and I set up the usual white disc, with a small circular patch
of dark blue paper in the centre of it. As the light I threw on the discs in
the previous experiments seemed too strong for the purpose, I used a milder
light, by placing the lantern at a considerable distance away from the disc.
Miss G.’s verbal description to me is that the luminous clouds (caused by
the small circular patch in centre of disc) would expand and pass away,
and then gradually the whole would return and settle into a luminous disc;
that then the disc would expand and pass away, the process being several
times repeated. It was, she says, more like dissolving views than anything
else. And that is exactly what they were; for I designedly, every few
seconds, slowly closed and opened my eyes, the appearance of the vanishing
disc and its reappearance presenting to me the phenomenon of a dissolving
view with each movement of my eyelids.

Percipient’s Account :—
September 29th, 1890.
About 11.15, saw luminous clouds, which several times concentrated into
a bright disc about seven inches across. The circular form was only momen-
tary, but reappeared several times, lasting altogether about five minutes.

Mr. Kirk continues :—

I have now to declare that, during these experiments Miss G. has not
had, beforehand, the slightest idea of what I intended to transfer.

1 may add that Miss G. and myself are quite alive to the danger of
mistaking ‘‘ floating lights ” before the eyes, common to most persons, for
the real things seen. I am particularly subject to these floating lights, and
1t is for this reason, when Miss G. has tried me as a percipient, I have taken
what I saw as failures. But this is not so with Miss G. Excepting when she
makes a decided pressure on her eyeballs, she is entirely free from such lights.
Besides, even under pressure of the eyeballs, T have never yet heard of any-
one who has seen perfect squares and discs. The precautions I have taken in
this matter preclude the possibility of any mistakes having been made.

I may conclude by telling you that I have only succeeded once in making
myself visible to Miss G. since the occasion I have already reported, and that
had the singularity of being only iy features—my face in miniature, that
is, about three inches in diameter.

In a letter dated January 19th, 1891, Mr. Kirk says as to this last
appearance :—

Miss G. did not record this at the time, as she attached no importance to
it, but I noted the date (July 23rd) on my office blotting-pad, as it was at
the oftice I was thinking of her. Isay ¢ thinking,” because I was doing so
in connection with another subject, and with no purpose of making an
experiment. I had a headache, and was resting my head on my left hand.
Suddenly it occurred to me that my thinking about her might probably in-
fluence her in some way, and I made the note I have mentioned.}

I Mr. Kirk enclosed the piece of blotting-paper with the note.
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This is an instance in which a visible result followed in the absence of an
experiment by intent. I may mention that Miss G. was seated in the same
chair and in the same spot as when she had her first vision of me.

The following letter from Miss G. adds some important points to
the evidence :—

January 16th, 1891.

DEear Mr. Kirg,—Reading the proof as you requested, I find you have
made a slight error in recording the account numbered ““4.” You say, “I
heard the door opened with a bang.” You have evidently misunderstood me.
I quite distinctly remember the impression. I waslying with my face muffled
in the clothes (a very frequent habit of mine), when I suddenly saw a door
very quickly opened, and seemed to get a momentary glimpse of the space
beyond. In telling you about it, most probably I said it opened as if with a
bang, to make you understand how rapidly it all occurred.

In Cases 1, 2, and 3 I do not remember the dates, as at that time I had
no idea you were trying experiments on me, and I only kept the impressions
in mind from their being so strangely realistic.

Of account ““5” I made no memo until you asked me to do so, but I feel
certain the date given by you is correct, as the incident made so deep an
impression on me, being so remarkable an experience that it was constantly
recurring to my mind, and I could not have made any mistake about the
time. I fully endorse all your other accounts, and may just ask you to tell
Professor Sidgwick that I never had the faintest idea of what you intended
trying to transfer, whether the time for doing so was arranged or otherwise.

In sending the proof of above to Mr. Kirk for his revision we asked
him several questions as to (a) how the correspondence of dates was
ascertained ; (b) the number of unsuccessful attempts to impress Miss
G. which he had made ; and (c) whether written records had been
made by himself and Miss G. before comparing notes.

As regards (a), the dates of experiments 1, 2, and 3 are known
only approximately, and their coincidence is assumed on the ground of
the close correspondence between the kind and number of the impres-
sions which it was attempted to produce and those experienced. The
evidence as to coincidence in the remaining cases appears from the
narrative and from Miss G.’s letter.

As regards (b), Mr. Kirk has not recorded all his experiments and
cannot in all cases say how many failures may have occurred. He has
records of seven failures which seem to have occurred in July (see
experiment 6). These were all connected with attempts to render him-
self visible to, or make auditory impressions on Miss G. He distinetly
remembers one, and only one, failure of which he did not make a
memorandum. Further information is given in the narrative and
footnotes.

As regards (c), he says that Miss G. did not always write her
account of her impressions until after they had talked them over
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together (nor—as will have been observed—did he do so himself), but
that in these conversations he has always been very careful to put no
leading questions, and to draw out all that she had to say before telling
her what impression he had tried to produce.

Mr. Kirk has also sent us a record of another series of experiments in
thought-transference of objects—or, as he prefers to call it in such
cases, “ object-transference.”

These experiments were carried on with other percipients than Miss
G., in February, 1890, and appear to have been very carefully planned
and recorded, and it seems that all due precautions were taken in carry-
ing them out, but he was, unfortunately, not able to make a large
number of them. A certain amount of success was obtained, especially
with a lady as percipient who has had some spontaneous hallucinations,
seemingly veridical, and has seen an apparition in a “haunted house.”
Mr. Kirk has experimented especially in the transference of light, with
some interesting results. In two instances when the diagram to be
transferred was hung up on a black board in a dark room and
illuminated by a bull’s-eye lantern, which threw an oval light on the
paper, an oval light was seen and not the diagram. It appeared in
other cases, too, that the parts of the object that were most strongly
illuminated were seen most clearly by the percipient. In one experi-
ment, when some black letters—C A—on a white ground were looked
at by the light of the bull’s-eye lantern and the light did not cover both
letters, the A being partially in shadow, the result was that only
the form of the C was transferred, described as a ¢‘semi-circle,” which
appeared luminous to the percipient.

Mr. Kirk thought that the objects were more or less distinctly
seen by the percipient according to the steadiness or unsteadiness of
the agent’s gaze. Thus, when a gold watch was looked at by three
agents, the percipient saw a circle of white light surrounded by a sort
of zigzag penumbra, the indistinctness of outline being, perhaps,
the result of the watch appearing blurred to the agents after they had
looked at it for some time.

Mr. Kirk hopes that this account of his experiments may lead
Members of the Society to make similar ones—a hope in which we
cordially concur.
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CORRESPONDENCE.

To the Editor of the JOURNAL OF THE SOCIETY FOR PsycHicAL RESEARCH.
January 5th, 1891.

Dear Sir,—As comment is invited on matter appearing in our Journal
I crave space for a few words in support of Mr. Money’s remarks on the
unsuitable nature of the word ¢‘ hallucination ” as descriptive of the whole of
the apparitional phenomena recounted in Phantasms of the Living, the
Journal, and elsewhere. Whatever signification the leaders of psychical
research may attribute to the word ¢ hallucination ” and its derivatives, it
seems to me that not only to the ‘‘man in the street,” but also ad clerum it can
only be understood to mean something deceptive or erroneous, i.e., without
basis in reality except, per se, as merely ‘‘occurring.” Hence I cannot under-
stand the term ‘¢ veridical hallucination” (a term often used in the Society’s
articles). How can that which is essentially ‘‘decciving” be ‘‘truth-telling”?
I could understand a veridical ‘‘image” or ‘‘presentment” ; and it scems

“beyond doubt that many of the occurrences classed by the Society for

Psychical Rescarch under the head of hallucinations have a true relation
(more or less accurate) with some ‘‘thing,” or event. Such phenomena,
whether subjective or pseudo-objective, Ido not consider are properly classed
as hallucinations, a term, as I said before, conveying the idea of falsity
(deception) in its usual significance, even to Psychologists,

A Member of our Socicty, Mr. F. W. Hayes, suggested a word to me
some time ago, which appears (to me) more suitable, viz., * Pseudo-Soma,’
which would well designate (I think) any entity having visible form, whether
human, animal, or inorganic,—a something which seems to be ‘‘the body”
which i is not. I am, dear Sir, yours very truly,

20, Pimlico-road, London, S.W,

[T am unable to see what advantage the word psendo-soma, even if other-
wise convenient, would have from Mr. Venman’s point of view, since his
sole objection to the word hallucination seems to be that it conveys the idea
of falsity, which the word ¢‘pseudo-soma” conveys still more definitely.
Nor can I understand Mr. Vemman's criticism of the term veridical
hallucination ; since what is *‘ essentially deceiving " in one aspect may be
truth-telling in another. If I see my friend come into the room at the time
of his death I receive a false impression of his bodily presence, though I
may afterwards find that there was a true relation between the appearance
and the death. The analogy of dreams may, perhaps, make this clearer, since
dreams are commonly recognised as deceptive—in the sense that the dreamer
i8 not really in the surroundings of which he dreams—even when the dream
conveys true information., The same kind of deceptiveness attaches to
hallucinations of the senses, whether veridical or not. A ‘‘truth-telling”
dream is a familiar idea : we may regard hallucinations as waking dreams.

However, I may take this opportunity of saying that, in the last edition
of the forms used in collecting For the *¢Census of Hallucinations,” I have
avaided using the word hallucination in the sense to which Mr. Venman and
others object, in order that the strongest advocate of quasi-material ghosts
may be able to use these forms without feeling nlielmte‘}l by anything in the
instructions to collectors.—H. 8.]

H. VExMax.
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The following lists of Corresponding Members and of Honorary
Associates for the current year were omitted from the February JOURNAL
for want of space.

CORRESPONDING MEMBERS.
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Proressor H. BeEaunis, 28, Rue de Courcelles, Paris.

Prorrssor BErxNueM, Hopital Civil, Nancy.

Proressor H. P. Bowpiten, M.D., Harvard Medical School, Cambridge,
Mass., U.S.A.

Proressor Nicuoras M. BuTLer, Columbia College, New York, U.S.A.

Max Dessoir, 27, Kothener Strasse, Berlin, W.

Dr. Firg, 37, Boulevard St. Michel, Paris.

Proressor STANLEY Hairy, Clark University, Worcester, Mass., U.S.A.

Dr. Epvuarp voN HarTMANN, Gross-Lichterfelde, Germany.

Proressor PierrEe JANET, Bourg-la-Reine, France.

Mananeva Visuxu Kaxg, B.A., Dharwar, Bombay.

Proressor KovaLevsky, The University, Kharkof, Russia.

Dr. A. A. Ligseavrr, Nancy, France.

Prorgessor J. LikGeols, Nancy, France.

Proressor C. Lomuroso, 43, Corso Oporto, Turin, Ttaly.

Haxs Natcg, Berlin-Tempelhof, Berlin.

Proressor E. C. Pickkrixg, The Observatory, Cambridge, Mass,, U.S.A.

Dr. F. Fremnerr GoELER voN Ravexsnurc, 4, Nettelbeckstrasse,
Berlin, W.



34 Journal of Society for Psychical Research. [March, 1891.

Ta. Risor, Office of the Revue Philosophique, Paris.
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FryYER, REv. A: T, 4, Upper Vernon-street, London, W.C.

Gruss, Epwarp, M.A., Rye Croft, Fulford-road, Scarborough,

Janes, Caprary, 10, Hereford-road, Bayswater, London, W.

Jevkins, E. Vaveuax, Energlyn, 31, St. Margaret's-road, Oxford.
KEeuLEnANs, J. G., 4, St Mark’s-crescent, Regent’s Park, London, N.W.
MacpoxaLp, Rev. J. A., 43, Hill Side-road, Stamford Hill, London, N.
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WiNGFIELD, Mgs., 84, Cadogan-place, S.W.

MEETING OF THE AMERICAN BRANCH OF
THE SOCIETY.

At the Association Hall, Boston, January 27th, 1891, at 8 p.m.
350 persons present  Professor William Watson in the chair.

The Secretary read the records of the previous meeting, which were
approved. ;

The Chairman announced that the annual assessment of associate
members of the Branch had been raised from three dollars to five
dollars, this change being sanctioned by the Council in London and
approved by the Vice-Presidents in America, viz., Professor William
James and Mr. 8. P. Langley. The Chairman hoped that members would
endeavour to spread the knowledge of the Society among their friends.
If each present member should obtain three additional members for the
Branch, it would be placed upon a permanent basis, and become
independent of special donations, by means of which its work is now
chiefly maintained.

The Secretary then read a paper by Mr. T, Barkworth on “Some
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Recent Experiments in Automatic Writing,” read previously at a meet-
ing in London.

A report of some sittings with Mrs. Piper in America was then
given by Mr. R. Hodgson. He was satistied that Mrs. Piper’s
“ mediumistic trance ” was a genuine abnormal state, of whose
manifestations the normal waking Mrs. Piper had no direct knowledge.
He referred to other personalities” said to “control” Mrs. Piper,
besides Dr. Phinuit, and discussed the possibility of explaining the
supernormal phenomena manifested in her trance-state without assum-
ing the agency of disembodied spirits. Simple thought-transference
from the sitter was inadequate, but nearly all the phenomena might be
accounted for by assuming also thought-transference from persons
connected with the sitter. He did not feel sure, however, that this was
the real explanation. Many sitters believed that their deceased friends
communicated with them directly through Mrs. Piper. There were
difliculties in the way of this hypothesis, chiefly the ignorance of the
‘“purported ” spirits concerning facts in their lives on earth. If the
phenomena were not at all due to the agency of disembodied spirits, the
alternative hypothesis apparently would be that they were due to a
sub- or super-conscious personality of Mrs. Piper, possessing a telepathic
and possibly some other supernormal faculty, and fictitiously represent-
ing various deceased persons. Mr. Hodgson then referred to experi-
ments made by Professor James and himself with Mrs. Piper’s trance
personality, and quoted incidents from the accounts of several other
sitters. He required further investigation of Mrs. Piper’s and similar
cases before concluding that the hypothesis of ‘¢ secondary personality ”
would completely explain all the phenomena.

The meeting then adjourned.

R. Honasox.

CASES RECEIVED BY THE LITERARY COMMITTEE.

In the present number of the Journal we give three cases which
are so far similar that the agent, at a distance, either tried to impress
the percipient at the time in the particular way in which he was
impressed, or at least felt an earnest wish that the percipient could be
so impressed.

L. 864. AePnr Experimental.
Mr. Myers writes :

The evidence for the following experimental case is, 1 think, substantially
good, although I cannot present it in a complete form. In 1888, a gentleman,
whom I will call Mr. A., who has occupied a high public position in India,
and whom I have known a long time, informed me verbally that he had had
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a remarkable experience. He awoke one morning, in India, very early, and in
the dawning light saw a lady, whom I will call Mrs. B., standing at the foot of
his bed. At the same time he received an impression that she needed him.
This was his sole experience of a hallucination ; and it so much impressed
him that he wrote to the lady, who was in England at the time, and
mentioned the circumstance. He afterwards heard from her that she had
been in a trance-condition at the time, and had endeavoured to appear to him
by way of an experiment.

Mr. A. did not give me the lady’s name, supposing that she did not
desire the incident to be spoken of ; nor did he find an opportunity of him-
self inquiring as to her willingness to mention the matter. Meeting Mr. A. on
July 12th, 1890, I again urged him, ineffectually, to take this step. Oddly
enough, on that very day Mrs. B. (who was a complete stranger to me), with-
out even knowing that Mr. A. had ever mentioned this incident to me, wrote
me the independent account which follows. Mr. A.’s name was not mentioned,
but I at once identified the incident. I made Mrs. B.’s acquaintance, and
she ultimately permitted me to publish the account with her name. I then
applied to Mr. A. and told him that there was no objection on the other
side. But he now declined to write out his own experience, saying that his
memory for the details of the incident might by this time have become
incorrect. One of the testimonies which the case should have received at
first hand is therefore represented only by my statement. Mrs. B.’s
experience, as will be seen, took place in the presence of a friend. T asked
Mrs. B. to apply to this friend for corroboration ; but private reasons, whose
adequacy I recognised, rendered this at present impossible, The case,
therefore, as it stands is evidentially incomplete ; but the important fact is
that I received two concordant and absolutely independent accounts from the
agent and percipient. F. W. H. M.

Mrs. B. writes :— July 13th, 1890.

DEeAR Sir,—I was at the meeting at Westminster Town Hall [July 11th],
and impressed by your desire to learn from private sources anything which
could be of interest to the cause of research, I send you the enclosed. My
name you will please not make public. The experience is one which I ean
never forget, and is as vivid now as it was the day it happened.

Should you arrive at any theory regarding it perhaps you would tell me,
and if I can answer any questions I shall be glad to do so.

The following is the account she enclosed :—

A lady friend, not a professional medium, who had succeeded in impress-
ing me with the strangeness of her experiences, suggested that I on my own
account should submit myself to be experimented on (I use this term for
want of a better) by her. For this purpose I often went to her house, and we
two, quite alone, had several experiences ; sometimes a maid was called in, who
usually gave confirmation of what we had seen. It is dificult to plunge at
once into the experiences I wish to narrate. I must state that to my know-
ledge I never attended any paid medium séance at this lady’s house, or else-
where, and the statement I now make is entirely what I myself experienced.

My friend was what she called a materialising medium. She suggested to
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me that I was, or could develop into, a clairvoyante. 1 was most anxious to
see sumething—to do something—but careful not to give myself too much
away, as, feeling myself to be very impressionable, and highly sensitive, I
feared becoming an (unwilling) impostor or hallucination-monger. 1 will
now state the experiences of this particular evening. We were in my friend’s
drawing-room—a double room—the doors leading to the staircase closed ; the
room lighted by two dim candles with shades. She always put out the gas,
or put it down. I was seated in an armchair, with my back towards the
window, ornearly so ; my friend stood at the end of the room, close to the
wall, perhaps a few inches from it. She first generally made a few passes
over me, which rather amused me, as I did not believe that she could
hypnotise, nor do I know that she can now.

As she stood at the end of the room, my first sensation always was that I
was being pushed backwards (I have never felt any tangible touch). 1
seemed to have left this world, and in myself felt a double identity. Now
and then, I, for a second, returned, as it were, to a consciousness that I was
still seated in the chair ; searcely was that realised before I again seemed to slip
out of life. At this stage the walls behind and at each side of my friend were
covered with plaques of light, so brilliant that my eyes winked ; the picture
became outlined with borders of light, the lower part of the wall and the
chairs against it. Finally, T saw my friend, who appeared to have moved
forward into the room, about three yards from me. The light played on her
face ; her hands, crossed, blazed like molten silver ; all the other lights were
warm, golden coloured, various figures seemed to pass over her, and war with
each other, one pushing the other aside, for supremacy. When any
particular figure had succeeded in appearing, I was impelled to speak, to
state who it was, and in what way it impressed me. Just then I felt weary
and vexed with myself that it all seemed to serve no end; no decided
appearance came to remain, and my brain was feeling the strain of putting
into coherent words the ideas with which the various appearances impressed
me.  With an effort I dragged myself forward in the chair, and said, ‘I can
do no more,” when a tall woman with old-fashioned grey side-curls, her dress
I can scarcely describe, formed herself distinetly—a stern, hard-looking
woman, whom I had seen before. I exclaimed, ‘‘The woman with the grey
curls,” and a motent after ‘‘She tells me she is Mrs. Hill.” I know no
Mis. Hill. She asks me, *“‘Don’t I remember Mrs. Ryan, my mother's
friend ! In an instant I remember a Mrs., Hill, who afterwards became
Mrs. Ryan, a friend of my mother’s in my early childhood. With horror I
exclaimed, *‘She is ready to answer any question about my mother. I want
to know nothing from you.” The figure leant towards me. 1 was calm in
a moment, my excitement entirely gone. I said, ‘‘She tells me my will
power is immense; if I choose to use it there is nothing I cannot do, and
asks me to put her words to the test. Whatever I will shall happen.” Once
more [ seem to move backwards; an instant, and I find myself seriously
debating within myself what [ should do to prove to myself, and for my own
satisfaction, if I am indeed the victim of hallucination or not. 1 decided in
a flash, on a man whom I knew to be possessed of the most work-a-day
world common-sense ; his views and mine regarding most things were at the
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antipodes, very unreceptive, who would be entirely out of sympathy with
me in my present cxperiment and experiences, at which I knew he would
only laugh, while regarding me as a simple tool in tricky hands. Such a man
was, I decided, the most satisfactory for my trial. The grey lady here
impressed me with a desire to will; in her anxiety she appeared to move
towards me. I felt her will one with mine, and I willed with a concentrated
strength of mind and body, which finally prostrated me, thus: 1 will that
[Mr. A.] may feel I am near him and want his help ; and that, without any
suggestion from me, he write to tell me I have influenced him to-night.

The grey lady disappeared. I was seated in the chair, weary, but feeling
naturally, and back in common-place life. We put down the date and the
appearance of the grey lady, and T spoke to none of what had happened.
Some weeks passed, when I received a letter from [Mr. A.], asking how had T
been employed on a certain July evening at such and such an hour, mention-
ing to what hour it would answer in London—day, date, and hour were those
on which I had made my proof trial—saying that he was asleep, and had
dreamed something he would tell me, but that he awoke from the dream
feeling I wanted something of him, and asking me to let him know if
at the time he so carefully mentioned I had been doing anything which had
any reference to him. I then, and then only, told himn what I have here
related.

Of [Mr. A.’s]dream I know nothing. On meeting him I asked to hear it,
but he refused to tell it, and I never pressed to know, feeling little curiosity
about it ; the main point of interest for me was, I had made him write to me
as I desired, and the grey lady had proved her words to me.

Should you consider this worth investigation I can give you [Mr. A.’s]
name. It happened in 1886.

L. 865. Auditory, Quasi-Experimental.

The Rev. C. J. Taylor, member of the S.P.R. sends us the
following narrative from a lady well known to him.

In 1849, in November, I was staying for some months with an uncle and
aunt who lived in Mecklenburg-Schwerin, quite in the country. My uncle
accepted an invitation for me to a ball in the little town of G , three
hours’ fast driving across country. The day after the ball 1 was staying
with friends in the same town, and as we were all very tired, the lady of the
house proposed that we should all undress and go to bed for some hours’
sleep, after our early lunch, as we were going to a small dance in the evening.
My bedroom was on the first floor, and the kitchen was next to it ; there was
no other bedroom on the floor. Before I had time to undress I heard my
name called loudly (Dorette). I went out into the kitchen to inquire if
anybody had been there or had called me. The servant assured me that no
one had been, and said she did not know my name, so that she could not
have called me herself. T then went back to my room and undressed,
thinking that I must have been mistaken, but before I had time to go to bed
I distinctly heard my name called again twice, and it was my aunt’s voice.
This roused me so thoroughly that T sat down and waited for quite half an
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hour before I could compose myself. I then lay down ; and at that moment,
twice again, my name was shrieked out in a most distressing manner, and
again in my aunt’s voice (she had a peculiar accent). I could bear it no longer,
and, trembling with fright, I dressed myself. I wrote a few words to the
lady of the house to explain my going away, and then, taking my bag, I went
to the house of another friend of my uncle's, and begged him to let me be
driven home in his carriage, because I felt sure that something had happened
at home. Seeing that I was so much alarmed, he kindly eonsented. On
arriving at my uncle’s, my aunt met me, saying, ‘‘I was sure you would come.”
Then my uncle explained what had happened. It appeared that just about
one o'clock, as they were taking their soup at dinner, my aunt got a letter
from her sister telling her that her mother had had a fit, and begging my
aunt to come at once, if she would see her alive. My aunt called out my
name impulsively, feeling that she could not in my absence leave home, with
two new servants to look after, a little child, and the house. My uncle
naturally reasoned with her that calling my name was of no use, but
promised to do all he could to start her upon her journey, but she declared
that she could not leave home unless I were there, and that before I could be
fetched the only evening train would be gone. After a good deal of
conversation, she became much excited at the thought of the difficulty of
seeing her mother before her death ; and again, twice, called out my name
very loudly. Upon this, my uncle urged her most seriously to calm herself,
and to retlect that it was perfectly useless to call after me, and advised her to
go and pack her things for the journey. She replied that she was determined,
if her thoughts could reach me, to make me hear and come ; which he said
was very wicked. Half an hour passed whilst she was packing and making
arrangements ; and then, seeing that her husband’s attention was occupied,
she rushed to the bottom of the garden, and throwing her arms round a tree to
steady herself under her excitement, she said aloud, *‘ I will tease (quilen) her
50 that she must come to me ”; and then shrieked out my name again twice.
My uncle heard the cry, and rushing out, found his wife clinging to the tree
as described.

The foregoing account was given to me orally by the percipient, Miss
M., on September 3rd, 1890. I read it over to her, and she approved it as
correct. CuarLes J. Tayror.

Copy of a letter received September 27th, 1890, by the percipient
from an older sister still resident in Germany (translated into English
by a lady in Germany).

Willingly, my dear sister, do I fulfil your request to write down the
strange event which happened to you while living at Uncle ——'s, in the year
1849. You then told me in one of your letters that, being on a visitin G—,
a country town in Mecklenburg-Schwerin, you one day suddenly heard your
name called aloud, but, after looking round you and seeing no one, you
thought you had been mistaken. After a few minutes, however, the call,
* Dorette, Doretteo ! distinctly uttered in your aunt’s voice, sounded more
loudly and pressingly into your ears, and when a little while later the cry
was ropeated for the third time, you becmue so excited that you started off



40 Jowrnal of Society for Psychical Research. [March, 1891.

at once to return home, and even walked* the whole distance of three hours
to unele’s house. On your arrival there uncle told you that his wife, having
received the news that her mother was dangerously ill, was anxious to go to
her at once, and that she had been ealling you repeatedly, saying to him :
T shall give her no rest till she comes baek,” because aunt could not leave
home till your return. My husband Dr. , and several friends to whom
we at that time related this inexplicable event, were as much surprised at it
as we ourselves, and I suppose that is the reason I remember it so well,
even now.—Your sister, B. M.

This is a correct copy.—C.J.T. R

Extract from letter dated October 2nd, 1890, from the percipient
to Rev. C. J. Taylor.

Now about my G event. Itis 41 years ago, and all the relations and
friends who were then greatly interested in it are dead. Dr.—— died 10
years ago, and so did my uncle and aunt and friends. My sister asked one
of my cousins, who, after some talk, remembered dimly having heard of it
when a child. My sister was then about 25 years old.

The above is correctly copied.—C.J.T.

The following narrative was sent to us by the Right Hon. Sir John
Drummond Hay, K.C.B., G.M.C.G., who was for many years H.M.s
Minister in Marocco and resided at Tangier.

L. 866. Ae P Borderland. Auditory.

September 16th, 1889.

In the year 1879 my son Robert Drummond Hay resided at Mogodor
with his family, where he was at that time Consul. It was in the month of
February. I had lately received good accounts of my son and his family ; I
was also in perfect health. About 1 a.m. (Iforget the exact day in February),
whilst sleeping soundly [at Tangier], I was woke by hearing distinetly the
voice of my daughter-in-law, who was with her hushand at Mogodor, saying
in a clear but distressed tone of voice, ‘‘Oh, I wish papa only knew that
Robert is ill.”  There was a night lamp in the room. T sat up and listened,
looking around the room, but there was no one except my wife, sleeping
quietly in bed. I listened for some seconds, expecting to hear footsteps out-
side, but complete stillness prevailed, so I lay down again, thanking God that
the voice which woke me was an hallucination. I had hardly closed my eyes
when I heard the same voice and words, upon which I woke Lady Drummond
Hay and told her what had occurred, and I got up and went into my study,
adjoining the bedroom, and noted it in my diary. Next morning I related
what had happened to my daughter, saying that though I did not believe
in dreams I felt anxious for tidings from Mogodor. That port, as you will
see in the map, is about 300 miles south of Tangier. A few days after this
incident a letter arrived from my danghter-in-law, Mrs R. Drummond Hay,

* The percipient here inserted the following note : ¢ No, not walked, but went in a
carriage.”
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telling us that my son was seriously ill with typhoid fever and mentioning
the night during which he had been delirious. Much struck by the coincidence
that it was the same night I had heard her voice, I wrote to tell her what
had happened. She replied, the following post, that in her distress at seeing
her husband so dangerously ill, and from being alone in a distant land, she
had made use of the precise words which had startled me from sleep,
and had repeated them. As it may be of interest for you to receive a
corroboration of what I have related, from the persons I have mentioned,
who happen to be with me at this date, they also sign, to atlirm the accuracy
of all T have related.

When I resigned, in 1886, I destroyed, unfortunately, a number of my
diaries and amongst them that of 1879, or I should have been able to state
the day, and might have sent you the leaf on which I noted the incident.

At my request my daughter-in-law has written an account of what she
saw when living at Tangier in 1870. [See next case.] I remember well her
telling me that she had seen the Moorish hunter who had been accidentally
shot, and of our hearing the following day that it was at the same hour
she had seen him when he was actually killed out hunting in a wood many
miles distant from my summer residence, where she was living.

J. H. DrumstoNp Hay.
ANNETTE DrUMMOND Hay.
1 Evurnemia Drummosp Hay.
l Avice Drumsmoxp Hay.

Signed

The next case is of a different type. We give it here because it
and the preceding one are dealt with together in the correspondence
that has passed about them. As will be observed, the agent in the
tirst case is percipient in the second.

L. 867. AdY P» Collective. Visual.

In the spring of 1870 my husband and I were living just outside Tangier,
in a house and garden belonging to my father-in-law, Sir John Drummond
Hay. The Moorish sportsmen often came to our house to talk over past or
future boar hunts with their friend, ** Rabat,” as they called my hushand
(Robert), and amongst their number one eame more frequently than any, a
young man named ** Kadour,"” son of Sir John’s most devoted follower, Hadj
Hamed, and himself a great friend of my husband, for they were of the same
age, had known each other from boyhood, married the same year, and their
first children had been born not long before the time of which 1 write.
Kadour was always welcome, and came and went as he pleased, so my sister,
who was on a visit to us, was quite familiar with his appearance. One day 1
heard that Kadour and some of the men of his village were off boar-hunting
i the neighbourhood, and wanted my husband to go with them. This,
however, Robert could not do on account of his duties at the Legation, so
Kadour had to go without him. At about four o'clock in the afterncon of
that day, when I knew that the hunt was going on, 1 wasx walking with my
sister in the garden, in the broad approach to the house from whence 1
could see the entrance tn; onr stables and. 2 path leading to them across a
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field. Suddenly I perceived Kadour’s well-known figure walking away from
the stables, as if he had been, as usual, to see our horses, and await in their
company the arrival of their master. His dress was always remarkable, and
in some way different from others of our visitors, and I recognised him
instantly by his blue “‘ serawot ” (or full trousers) and claret coloured gelab.
For the moment I looked at him without any surprise, but suddenly
remembering the hunt, I said to my sister, ‘“Look, there is Kadour! T
thought he was to go boar-hunting to-day.” ¢ Well,” she said, ‘“‘he has
either come back or not gone at all, for, certainly, there he is.” So we went
to the stables to ask about the matter, and I saw Kadour disappear behind
some rising ground before I got there. A groom was sitting on some straw
polishing a bit, and to him I said, ‘“ Has Kadour, the son of Hadj Hamed,
been here?” He looked at me astonished, and replied, ‘‘ No, Seiiora, the
Swani men are all away hunting to-day.” ‘I thought so,” I replied,
“but T am sure I saw Kadour just now!” The man evidently considered
me utterly and absurdly mistaken, so, after ascertaining that no one had
been to the stables, I went away, and forgot the matter till next morn-
ing, when, as I was dressing for breakfast, I heard passing along the sandy
road above our garden the funeral chant of the Moors. At the same moment
my husband came into my room, and broke to me the sad news that our poor
friend Kadour had been accidentally shot at Awaraasit, 13 miles distant,
the day before, at the very hour when I thought I saw him. I could not
believe it for some time, I was so sure, and so was my sister, that we had
seen him., We afterwards found that in dying his last words had been to
commend his wife and infant child to the protection of his friend ‘‘Rabat.”
His last thoughts had flown to the place he had visited almost daily, and
what we had seen with our bodily eyes in broad daylight was his wraith.

EvpneEMmia Drummonp Hay.

We have asked for an account of this incident from Mrs. R. Drum-
mond Hay’s sister, who is now married and has gone to New Zealand,
but have not received it. In reply toinquiries we are informed that the
distance at which the apparition appeared to be was about 120 yards.

In reply to a question about similar experiences, Sir John Drum-
mond Hay writes :—

Mrs. R. Drummond Hay and I have not, since we were of -age, ex-
perienced any other hallucinations. When I was a boy of nine years, living
with my parents at Edinburgh, I and my elder sister, who had remained in
the dining-room to eat dessert after our parents left, saw the figure of a
woman pass across the room, disappearing in the opposite wall. We were
not frightened and told our parents, who thought that the figure might have
been reflected through the window from the street. The shutters were
closed, but there was a chink. I only mention this as you ask e the
question.

G, 191; . .ref.
A repetition of the musical sounds in the case quoted by Mr.
Podmore in his paper.on LPhantasms of the Dead from another point of
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view (Proceedings, Vol. V1., p. 304), has recently occurred, as described
below by Lady Z. :—

I hereby state that, on the 15th November, 1890, I again heard sounds at
our private cemetery chapel, similar to those described in the Proceediags
for June (1890). They appeared to last about half a minute in duration. [
was in company with three other persons (my husband being one of them).
I immediately drew their attention to the sounds ; but they heard nothing,
and the sounds then ceased. As before, they resembled a wave of voices,
like the chanting of a choir, but in which I could distinguish no words.

Jarnary 21st, 1891.

CORRESPONDENCE.
Mz. S. J. Davey's EXPERIMENTS.
To the Editor of the JOURNAL OF THE SoOCIETY ror PsycHICAL Research.

Sig,—In the January number of the Journal the death of Mr. 8. J. Davey
15 announced, with a eomplimentary reference to his ‘‘experiments,”
recorded in Vol. IV. of the Proceedings. I, and many other Spiritualists,
thought at the time that to publish those experiments without any elucidation
of them other than Mr. Davey’s assertion, that they were all ¢ tricks,” was
an unscientific and unfair proceeding, since it accepted as evidence in his
case a mere personal statement which it has always refused to consider of the
slightest value when made by Spiritualists.

Now, however, that further secrecy is unnecessary, I trust that Mrs.
Sidgwick, Mr. Hodgson, and any other persons to whom (as stated at p. 485
of Proceedings, Vol. IV.) Mr. Davey eommunicated ‘the details of his
methods,” will give a full aeccount of them, in order that we who believe that
there are genuine phenomena of which Mr. Davey purported to give *‘trick”
unitations, may be able to judge how far this elaim is supported by the actual
facts of the case.

If such experiments as those recorded at Sittings 11 and 12, and at the
materialisation séance, are clearly and fully explained as mechaniecal - or
sleight-of-hand tricks, available under the conditions usually adopted by
professed mediums, it will do more to weaken the evidence for Spiritualistic
phenomena than anything that has yet been adduced by disbelievers. As
ane of the witnesses says : ‘I believe that a full explanation of his methods
would * fire a shot heard round the world ' in almost every eivilised community
where the phenomena of so-called ¢ Spiritualism’ are perplexing, and often
madden true and good people.” (l.c., p. 435.) But to have this eflect it
will not do to explain some of the phenomena by trick, leaving the more
mysterious unsolved. They are claimed to be all trick, and unless all can be
80 explained many of us will be confirmed in our belief that Mr. Davey was
really & medium us well as a conjurer, and that in imputing all his perform-
ances to ‘‘trick ” he was deceiving the Society and the public.

ALrreEp R, WaLrLace.,

[It is a mistake to suppose that Mr. Davey's assertion that his perform-
ances involved no *“ nisdiumship '\ woli thes only-or the chief ground for
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maintaining this position. Mrs. Sidgwick, Mr. Hodgson, and Mr. Angclo
J. Lewis were all aware of the details of Mr. Davey’s methods, and by
this is meant that they were aware of the details as applied to the specific
incidents reported in the sittings, and they had no doubt whatever but that the
phenomena deseribed in the reports were completely explained by ordinary
means. (Vol. IV, Proc. S.P.R., pp. 400, 485, 486.) But not only was this
the case. Of the sixteen sittings for slate-writing reported, Mrs. Sidgwieck
attended two, and perceived some of Mr. Davey’s sleight-of-hand move-
ments, which were unperceived by the other witness at these sittings, and
she was afterwards informed of the precise methods employed by Mr.
Davey throughout both sittings, and was absolutely satistied that the writing
was produced as he described. Further, Mr. Hodgson was present at five of
the sittings. He was, as we learn from him, usually informed beforehand,
as far as possible, what Mr. Davey proposed to do; and he actually witnessed
the details of the trick performances in every incident of any importance.
In addition to this, he went over every detail of all the sittings with Mr.
Davey, and was perfectly satisfied with the explanation given of the sittings
where he was not present himself to give his ‘‘independent testimony
concerning the mode of production of the phenomena.” (Vol. IV. Proc.
S.P.R., p. 400.)

But we think that Mr. Wallace greatly overrates the value of specific
verbal explanations of Mr. Davey’s methods, so far as such explanations are
possible. Suppose, e.g., it is a question of the substitution of one slate
for another, as in Sitting 11. [¢.] (Vol. IV., pp. 427-8. See Mrs. Y.’s
account.) -Mr. Wallace may say that there was absolutely no opportunity
for any substitution at a sitting which he may have had with a medium.
Mrs. Y. so affirmed :—

‘“This test seemed to me perfect. The slate was under. my own eye on
top of the table the whole time, and either my daughter’s hand or my own
was placed firmly upon it without the intermission of even a second ; more-
over we closed and opened it ourselves.”

Nevertheless, the substitution occurred and Mr. Hodgson saw it. Mus.
Y.’s statement is erroneous. That the substitution was necessary for the
trick Mr. Hodgson knew beforehand, and in the morning of the day of the
sitting he saw Mr. Davey write on the second slate the communication which
was found there during the sitting. But precisely when the substitution
would be effected Mr. Hodgson did not know beforehand. The description
of the incident, however, even though in greater detail, may be of little
value to Mr. Wallace; the instruetive part of it has already been emphasised
in Mr. Hodgson’s introduction, viz., that such positive statements as that
of Mrs. Y. quoted above may be entirely erroneous. Mr. Wallace, apparently,
is unable to believe that human testimony, under the circumstances in
question, can be as unreliable as Mr. Davey’s investigation proved it to be;
but possibly a detailed description of some of the sittings, with accounts of
the devices resorted to by Mr. Davey, may lead Mr. Wallace, as well as
others who share his present opinion that Mr. Davey was a medium, to the
conviction that his performances are all explicable by ordinary means, and
therefore—this being the really important. conclusion—that human testimony
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under the circumstances is unreliable to the degree alleged. It is accord-
ingly proposed that Mr. Hodgson should prepare an article on this subject.
That such an article should seem at all necessary, is, to those who are
familiar with Mr. Davey’s methods and with the mal-observation and lapses
of memory shown by the uninitiated sitter, an additional proof that certain
celebrated professional mediums are merely conjurers—since we may take
Mr. Wallace's letter to admit that he for one cannot distinguish between
Mr. Davey’s performances and ordinary ‘‘mediumistic ” phenomena.—Eb.]

“Tue RELIGIO-PHILOSOPHICAL JOURNAL.”

To the Editor of the JOURNAL OF THE SOCIETY FOR PsYCHICAL RESEARCH.

Sir,—I beg to recommend to the notice of your readers the Religio-
Philosophical Journal, published weekly by Colonel Bundy, Chicago. While
avowing a belief in Spiritualistic phenomena, this journal has long been
honourably distinguished for its prompt and fearless exposure of the frauds
commonly practised by professional mediums in the United States. This
unflinching candour tends, I believe, to reduce the circulation® of the
paper, which is tabooed by the credulous and the dishonest, and finds its
audience mainly among those whose interest in *¢ psychical ” phenomena is of
a sober and not a fanatical kind. The editor has greatly assisted Mr.
Hodgson in his work of collecting evidence in America. Several cases of
importance have come to our Society through this channel. The subscription
is five shillings ($1.25) for the half-year, with postage. 1 think that we
ought to support Colonel Bundy's effort, and I should be happy to receive
and forward the names of any intending subscribers.

F. W, H. MYERs,

HALLUCINATIONS,

In connection with Mr. Venman's letter in the February Jowral, Mr,
Hayes writes : ‘‘ The term °‘pseudosoma’ was suggested to define ¢ any
temporary materialised form (whether partial or complete) not distinguishable
by physical tests from a permanent organism.’ It was not proposed to
include in its meaning anything to which the term ¢ hallucination * (veridieal
or otherwise) could with propriety be applied.”

“ANNALES DES SCIENCES PSYCHIQUES.”

We welcome the announcement of a bi-monthly periodical of this
name, whose first number is to appear on March 15. Tt is published
by Alean, Paris, and edited by Dr. Dariex, a Paris physician. We are
enabled to state that the first number opens with a commendatory
letter from our esteemed Corresponding Member, Professor Charles
Richet ; and that the object of the Annales will be similar to that
of our own Society—the prosecution of research in these obscure matters
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under the strictest conditions obtainable by accuracy and care.  Each
number will consist of 80 octavo pages, price three francs.  Professor
Richet kindly offers to send the first number free of charge to such of
our Members and Associates as may desire it. Applicants should write
at once to the Assistant-Secretary, who will forward the names to M.
Richet. It is further hoped that an arrangement may be made by
which Members and Associates of the S.P.R. subscribing to the
Annales may be supplied at a reduced rate.

EXPOSURE OF THE MEDIUM HUSK.

It may be remembered that a committee of the S.P.R. examined,
and reported as inconclusive, the phenomenon of an iron ring stated by
Husk to have been placed on his wrist by spiritual agency, and to be
too small in circumference to be forced over his hand. (See Proceed-
ings, Vol. III., p. 460.) Tt seems, therefore, desirable to mention that
he has recently been caught acting a supposed spirit at one of the
public séances given by him and Williams. Full accounts of the
exposure, which seems to have been very skilfully managed, have
appeared in the Star newspaper of February 6th and Tth, Light, and
elsewhere, and we will only briefly describe it here. Two gentlemen,
having suspected fraud at previous séances, brought an electric lamp in
the form of ‘a scarf-pin. The company, including the mediums, sat at
a table holding hands all round, and different “spirits” appeared in
succession, shown by the light of a phosphorescent slate. Suddenly
the electric light was turned on and revealed Husk standing up, leaning
over the table, with white drapery arranged on his head, and the
luminous slate in his right hand, which had been set free by his
neighbour, who was another well-known medium—Rita.

Williams has been more than once publicly exposed, and Rita
and he were involved in a fraudulent materialisation which was
exposed in Holland some 10 or 12 years ago.

CATALOGUE OF UNPRINTED CASES.
(Continued from the January JOURNAL.)
Further information improving the evidence in any of these cases
will be gratefully received.

B L 82. Visual. Collective. 2nd hand. From Miss Musgrave.—
Her family were expecting a friend on a visit. He sent word that
he was unable to come. On the same day Miss Musgrave, with some
visitors, went to tea at a neighbour’s house. The next day these neighbours
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called and asked who was the ‘‘ young man with grey hair ” who was with

Miss Musgrave's party, but to whom they were not introduced. Their de-
seription exactly fitted the absent guest. Date, *‘ Some yearsago.” Recorded
Mareh, 1887.

BL 8. Visual. A® P From Miss M. H. Mason.—Her ‘‘double "
was seen by her sister out of doors, and by a child in doors, at different
times on the sameday. She was absent at the time ; tired and worried and
anxious to be at home, but not more so on one day than another. Her
sister, who also signs the account, did not see the face of the figure. Date
of appearance, April 1886 ; of record, May, 1886.

L 84. Visual. 3rd or 4th hand. No date. From Mrs. Bullock.—
The narrator’s grandmother’s servant sees a sailor brother *dripping wet.”
She screams and faints. The day and hour are noted, and news 1s obtained
that the young man wasdrowned at that time. Recorded, September, 1888,

BL 8. Visual. Ad Pn Borderland.—Mrs. Croome narrates that
she took a strong fancy to a young lady whom she saw in church. She heard
that the impression was mutual, though the two never spoke or formed an
acquaintance. Some months after, when lying in bed with a bad head-
ache, Mrs. C. had a sensation of something in the room ; she turned her
head and saw this young lady standing at the foot of the bed. The figure
threw a kiss and was gone. Mrs. Croome noted the hour. Some days after
she heard that the young lady died at that time. No date given. Recorded
November, 1888.

B L 86. 2nd hand.-—M. A. de Rochas informs us that his friend, M,
Laeorte, opened a newspaper and saw an account of a new play then bein
produced in Paris for the first time ; he remarked to his wife, “ Why ! %
seem to have seen that.” Then, without consulting paper, he described the
whole plot of the play, never having seen it. Date not given. Recorded
August, 1889,

L 87. Visual. Ad Pn Unrecognised.—Mr. W, Scott informs us that
on going home about 11.30 p.m. May 18th, 1885, he saw the figure of a
woman in front of him. As he approached it disappeared. Arrived home,
he found his mother dying and asking for him. She died soon after mid-
night.
lg2nd hand. Visual. Ad Pn.—Mr. Scott also tells us that his sister in
New Zealand wrote home to say she knew their mother was dead, as she had
seen her apparition in her room (by daylight) on May 19th. Both cases
recorded in June, 1887.

B L 88. Clairvoyant Dream. 2nd hand.—Mrs. Joseph Isard relates
that her brother, when in West Indies, dreamt of seeing his father and a
friend at the former's office, talking of an event which happened in his
(dreamer’s) boyhood, viz., his running away from home on romantic quest—
seemed to see father showing a handbill that had been printed at the time.
He wrote home an account of the dream, when, on reference to father's diary,
its accuracy was shown. No dates given. Recorded February, 1889,

B L 89 AdP Auditory. 2nd hand.—Mrs. H. L. Lane informs us
that her friend Mrs. Martin heard her aunt call her by name three times at
the time of her death. No date given. Recorded January, 1884.

B L 90. Ad Ps —Captain G. A. dreams of his brother’s death by
drowning at the moment. Narrator, the Rev. Dr. A., copies account from
Captain A.'s letter. Date of dream, February, 1884. Date of Captain A.'s
letter not stated. Recorded by the Rev, Dr. A., September, 1887,

B L 91. Transferred Dream T 2nd hand.—Told to the Rev. Alfred
Starkey by ° Betty” Ogden, a nurse, who is now dead. Mrs. Ogden,
sleeping beside her sick child, dreamt that her deceased husband stood at
the foot of the bed. Child afterwards stated that he had scen father stand-
ing there. No date given. Recorded about June, 1887,
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B L 92. Ae Pn  Impulse.—Lady Eardley informs us that many years
ago she longed for the advice of a certain old friend at a time of great
perplexity and trouble, and that this gentleman, who was in North America,
was suddenly moved to write and ask what the trouble was, having a strong
and irresistible impression that ‘‘something dreadful” was happening.
Recorded, 1890.

B L 93. Raps at Death.—Mrs. Damant informs us that for several
enerations sharp raps have been heard in her family when deaths oceurred.
he gives two instances in her own experience, and two second-hand
instances. No dates. Recorded in 1884.

N

SUPPLEMENTARY LIBRARY CATALOGUE.

THE EDMUND GURNEY LIBRARY.
Additions since the list in * Proceedings,” Vol. VI.

JaMes (Professor William), The Prineiples of Psychology (2 vols.),
London, 1890

BerNHEIM (Professor H.), Hypnotisme, Suggestion, Psyeho-

thérapie ; Etudes nouvelles Lliividieiieibosenessanoniondsones Paris, 1891
CHarcor (Dr. J. M.), (Buvres Complétes. Tome ix. Métallo-
thérapie et Hypnotisme, &c.......cccecveenieuiiirencinniinnines Paris, 1890

Du Potet (Le Baron de Sennevoy), Cours de Magnétisme... Paris, 1840
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Lrgseavrt (Dr. A. A.), Thérapeutique Suggestive ............ Paris, 1891%
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Leipzig, 18911

THE GENERAL LIBRARY.
Additions since the last list (*‘ Journal” for November, 1890).
BeiceL (Hermann, M.D.), The Examination and Confession of
Certain Witches at Chelmsford, in the County of Essex
(26th July, 1556). Communicated and prefaced by...London, 1864}
CoLEMAN (Benjamin), Spiritualism in America. With faesimiles
of Spirit Drawings and Writing ............ ceeeveennnan London, 1861
TrUE AND Exacr ReraTioN (A) of Witches arraigned and
executed in Essex, who were eondemned the 29th July, 1645
(Reprint from the original edition of 1645) ............ London, 18371

CHEVREUL (E.), De la Baguette Divinatoire, du Pendule dit
Explorateur et des Tables Tournantes ...........c..ccceue. Paris, 1854

Hart™MANN (Eduard von), Die Geisterhypothese des Spiritismus
tindSeigePhintone’, .5 . L N . .. T e Leipzig, 1891t

* Presented by the Author 1 Presented. + Presented by Lady Rayleigh.
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Norris, Hox. C. H., Marion, Ohio, U.S.A.
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MEETING OF THE COUNCIL.

A Meeting of the Council was held on March 6th, the President in
the chair. There were also present :—Professor W. F. Barrett, Dr. A.
T. Myers, Messrs. T. Barkworth, W. Crookes, F.R.S., Walter Leaf,
F. Podmore, H. Arthur Smith, and H. E. Wingfield.

The minutes of the last Meeting were read and signed as correct.

Mr. Sydney C. Scott was co-opted as a member of the Council
under Rule 17.

On the proposition of Professor Oliver J. Lodge, F.R.S., Dr.
Heinrich Hertz, Professor of Physics in the University of Bonn, was
elected a Corresponding Member of the Society for the current year.

One new Member and nine new Associates, whose names and
addresses are given in a preceding page, were elected. The election of
twenty-four new Associates of the American Branch was also recorded.

At his request, the name of Dr. G. C. Kingsbury, recently elected
as an Associate, was transferred to the list of Members.

A few presents to the Library were on the table, including a bound
volume of Light for 1890, from the London Spiritualist Alliance. A
vote of thanks was awarded to the donors.

It was directed that a copy of Circular I11. Edition 2, and of Cir-
cular V., be sent round with the March Journal to all names on the
English List, and that a supply be sent to Mr. Hodgson for the
members of the American Branch.

The Finance Committee, as requested, presented a report and an
estimate of Income and a scheme of Expenditure for the current year,
which, after consideration and discussion, were adopted. The report
included a recommendation. of the Committee that three moderate-
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sized Parts of Proceedings be issuad during the year, if possible in
March or April, in July, and in November, forming one volume, and
that for the future, successive volumes should be completed annually.
Part XVIII will be ready before the end of April.

Several other matters of business having been attended to, the
Council agreed to meet at the Westminster Town Hall at 3 p.m., on
Friday, the 17th of April, previous to the General Meeting to be held
on that day.

GENERAL MEETING.

' The 44th General Meeting of the Society was held at the West-
minster Town Hall on Friday, March 6th, at 8.30 p.m., the President
in the chair.

A paper by BaroN vox ScHRENK-NorziNc, M.D., of Munich, on
some experiments in thought-transference, was read by Mr. Podmore.
The experiments were carried out with several different percipients,
Dr. von Schrenk-Notzing himself acting as agent, and they consisted
partly in the reproduction of diagrams drawn by the agent and partly
in the guessing of objects, persons, numbers, &c., thought of. A selec-
tion only of the accounts of experiments was read and those concerned
with drawings were illustrated by enlarged copies hung on a screen.
The paper will, it is hoped, appear in full in the forthcoming number of
the Proceedings, and need not, therefore, be given in abstract here.

The PRESIDENT spoke of his own acquaintance with Baron von
Schrenk-Notzing, commenced on a visit to Munich three years ago,
which 'Dr. Myers and he undertook with a view to witnessing some
clairvoyant experiments then going on. The primary object of the
visit had not been fulfilled, owing to the serious illness of the clair-
voyant, but he was glad that it had enabled him to make the acquaint-
ance of so zealous, careful, and intelligent a co-operator in our work as
Baron von Schrenk-Notzing. Commenting on the paper which had
just been read, he drew attention to the differences observed by the
author in the way in which the idea transferred seemed to reach the
consciousness of different percipients, as both interesting and instruc-
tive, He also remarked, in reference to Baron von Schrenk’s success
in finding percipients, that there was probably a considerable difference
in agents, and that there was reason to think that he had the advantage
of being an exceptionally good one.

A paper by Proressor W. James and Mgr. Hopasox on a case of
1‘donble personality of the ambulatory type " (that of the Rev. Ansel

e), of which an abstract was given in the Joumal for January,
5, was then read by Mr Leaf.
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MR. LeAF at the conclusion of the paper recalled to the recollection
of the meeting similar cases that had been observed in France,
especially that of Emile X., of which an account, abbreviated from
the Revue de ' Hypnotisme, was given in the Journal for May, 1890,
p- 2568, Inthis case, asin the case of Mr. Bourne, memory of what had
occurred in the secondary state was recovered by hypnotism. He also
pointed out a difference between Mr. Bourne’s case and most of the
others in the fact that Mr. Bourne’s character and habits in his two
states seem to have been very much alike, whereas in many cases a
very complete change occurs.

MR. BarkwoRrTH raised the question whether the degree of com-
pleteness in the alternation of memory between the two states in Mr.
Bourne’s case was not peculiar—whether in most such cases the
memory did not extend in one of the states over both, though dis-
continuous in the other.

The PresipENT said that the degree of separation between the
different consciousnesses varied very much in different cases.

CASES RECEIVED BY THE LITERARY COMMITTEE.

L. 872. Ae Pn. Auditory.

The following case resembles those printed in the Journal for
March, especially Nos. 865 and 866, in that actual words uttered by
the agent were apparently transferred to the percipient, who thus
obtained more precise information than a veridical hallucination is often
able to give.

Mrs. Howieson writes:—

Rostrevor, Winterwell-road, Brixton Hill, S.W. [February, 1891.]

The incident which I promised to relate to you occurred in June, 1883.
My eldest daughter Kathleen, then a child nearly five years old, was absent
from home on a visit to my mother, who lived in Newport, Monmouthshire.

For some months previous to her leaving home, she had been in a weak,
nervous state of health, but an absence of three months in that charming
county, and living almost entirely out of doors, wrought wonders for her.
My mother wrote to me from time to time, saying how well she could climb
the hills, and how her nervousness had given place to joyous glee, as she
watched from a hill top the ships sailing in sunlight up and down the Bristol
Channel, or the wonderfully fascinating, gorgeous sunsets over Twm Barlum,
which even now she dreams of.

All my anxiety about her had vanished, and with my little baby three
weeks old beside me, I was quietly sleeping when I suddenly awaked, hear-
ing Kathleen call me, in a sharp, terrified voice, ‘‘ Mamma, oh! mamma !”
Forgetting that the child was away, I sat up in bed and called to my nurse,
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saying, ‘‘Do see, nurse, what ails Miss Kathleen.” *‘‘ Why, ma'am,” she
said, ‘* you've been dreaming, sure you know she’s in Newport."”

Thoroughly awake, I laughed and lay down to sleep ; but just as I was
dozing off again, I was startled by hearing the child’s voice calling down the
stairs from the next floor, where she slept when at home, the same words,
*“Mamma, oh! mamma!” I simply screamed to nurse, * Oh, nurse, I've
heard her again, and there is something wrong with the child.” I trembled
all over, the thing was so real ; and yet so unlikely, that I allowed myself to
be soothed, and talked into silence.

No sooner had nurse settled herself comfortably in bed, and I, broad
awake, was lying wondering about it, when Kathleen's cry broke on my ears
again, a scream, ‘‘Mamma, oh! mamma, I've got scarlet fever, I've got scarlet
fever ! There was no more sleep for me that night. My husband came in
and tried to calm me, in vain, and when the morning came he telegraphed to
Newport, and this is the sequel.

The evening before, Kathleen complained of headache going to bed, and
after she went to bed grew hot and feverish, so much so that my mother
sat up with her, hoping to see her go tosleep. All the night she kept saying,
“I wish my mamma was here,” ‘I don't know why I left my mamma.” But
as the small hours of the morning drew on she grew so ill that my father
fetched the doctor. On seeing her he said it was just possible she had
caught scarlet fever, as it was very prevalent just then. Direetly the child
heard what he said, the wild scream I had heard broke from her, in the
very words, ‘‘ Mamma, oh | mamma, I've got scarlet fever, I've got scarlet
fever!” And nearly 200 miles away they were flashed to my ears. But how?
Was it the overpowering longing of the child’s spirit that, in its terror, shook
off the clogging body, and bridging, in a moment, distance and time, rushed
to the spirit that it believed would shelter it ?

Kathleen did not have the fever after all, and was well in a few days, but
my mother had such a fright with her that she embraced the first opportunity
to send her home. Bessie HowiEgsox.

Mr. Howieson confirms the account as follows :—

I remember this incident and can vouch for the correctness of the fore-
going statement. W. D. Howigsox.

Mrs. Howieson’s father, the Rev. John Douglas, at whose house the
child was staying at the time, gives the following account of the
beginning of the illness.

February 25th, 1891,

The child and her nurse came on a visit to my house during, I believe, the
summer months of 1883. She had been with us some time, when she was
suddenly taken ill and the doctor whom we ealled in to attend her pronounced
it scarlet fever or scarlatina. I cannot remember what age she was, but I
suppose she was b or 6 years old. We were greatly alarmed on hearing it
was a fever she had caught. She understood what the doctor had said as to
her complaint, or perhaps overheard it, from my dear wife speaking to the
nurse, or my younger daughters, of what the doctor lhiad said of the sudden
illness. She then frequently called out for her mamma, who, of course, was
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about 150 miles away, residing in London. The child was with me in
Newport, Mon., when ill.  This is the substance of what occurred. We
received next day a letter, perhaps a telegram, from Mrs. Howieson, asking
about the child’s health, stating she feared she must be ill as she distinctly

heard her call out, ‘‘ Mamma, I have caught scarlet fever.” ‘‘Come to me,”
I think, was added. Our reply was the first real information Mrs. Howieson
got of the attack. JorxN Dovugras.

Mr. Douglas himself has experienced several hallucinations, some of
which were almost certainly subjective, but, among others, an apparition
of a neighbour who he found next morning had died, unknown to him,
seven weeks before. He and his wife had also heard knocks at the
time of his father’s death, and they had lived for some time in a
“ haunted house ” in the south of Ireland, where unaccountable noises,
apparently of a very violent and persistent kind, were heard often by
themselves and several other people.

Miss Alice Johnson, who had an interview with Mrs. Howieson,
writes :—

I saw Mrs. Howieson on December 23rd, 1890, and had a long talk with
her about her own and her father’s psychical experiences. She gave me an
account, which closely corresponded in all essentials with the one given
above, of her hearing her child’s voice, adding that whenever Kathleen had
been away from home since that time, she had always expected to hear her
voice again, but had never done so. Kathleen came in for a few minutes,
and I found that she remembered having been ill while on a visit to her
grandfather, and a few trivial details connected with the illness, but had
forgotten her alarm and her crying for her mother. Mr. Howieson told me
that he remembered the whole incident perfectly well, but there was not
time then for him to give me an independent account.

L. 873. Ae Pn  Auditory and Tactile, with accompanying impres-
sion as to agent’s condition. Semi-collective.

This case (received through the American Branch of the Society),
again belongs to a class of experiences where the agent’s thoughts are
known to have been directed towards the percipient and accompanied
by a wish that certain information could be conveyed to her.

There does not seem to be any evidence for the experience having
been ‘“‘reciprocal,” as Mrs. Frémont is apparently inclined to think it
was. As far as we know, Mr. Frémont had no supernormal impression
about his family at the same time that his wife had the impression
about him. It is an interesting feature in the case that Mrs. Frémont’s
experience was to some extent reflected on to her sister. No doubt
Mrs. Frémont'’s face betrayed that something had occurred and led to
Miss Mary Benton’s (Mrs. Warren’s) exclamation, but it seems pretty
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certain that her sister’s impression was more definite than her cousin’s,
and perhaps the most probable explanation of it is that it was due to
thought-transference from Mrs. Frémont.

The first account we give is taken from Wide Awake (a penodlcal
published by D. Lothrop and Co., Boston) for December, 1888, but is

somewhat abridged.
* * * *

We could not look to hear from Mr. Frémont on the unoccupied line of
country he was exploring that winter of 1853-54; he must first reach the
close at San Francisco, and our first news must come by the Isthmus route of
Panama; at the earliest, midsummer. But in midwinter, without any reason,
I became possessed by the conviction that he was starving ; nor could any
effort reason this away. No such impression had ever come to me before,
although more than once dreadful suffering, and even deaths from starvation
had befallen his other expeditions. This time it came upon me as a fact I
could not turn from. It fairly haunted me for nearly two weeks, until,
young and absolutely healthy as I was, it made a physical effect on me.
Sleep and appetite were broken up, and in spite of my father’s and my
own efforts to dissipate it by reasoning, by added open-air life, nothing
dulled my sense of increasing suffering from hunger to Mr. Frémont and his
party.

This weight of fear was lifted from me as suddenly as it had come.
My house was near that of my father, and the younger part of his family
when returning from parties often came to me for the remainder of the night
that the elders might not have their sleep broken. In this way one of my
sisters, and a cousin, came to me after a wedding ball at General Jessup’s.
The drive home was long and over rough frozen streets, and it was nearly one
o’clock when they came in—glad enough of the bright room and big wood
fire waiting them. As girls do, they took off their ball dresses and made
themselves comfortable with loose woollen gowns and letting down their
hair, while I, only too pleased just then to have an excuse for staying up
with others, made them tea as we talked over the evening and the bride.

The fire was getting low and I went into the adjoining dressing-room to
bring in more wood. It was an old-fashioned big fireplace, and the sticks
were too large o grasp with the hand; as I half-knelt, balancing the long
sticks on my left arm, a hand rested slightly on my left shoulder, and Mr.
Frémont’s voice, pleased and laughing, whispered my name. There was no
sound beyond the quick-whispered name—no presence, only the touch—
that was all. But I knew (as one knows in dreams) that it was Mr.
Frémont, gay, and intending to startle my sister whose ready seream always
freshly amused him.

Silently I went back into the girls’ room with the wood, but before I
could speak my sister, looking up to take a stick from me, gave a great cry
and fell in a heap on the rug.

““What have you seen ?” called out our cousin, Mary Benton. . .

I had not yet spoken ; this was all in a flash together. W hen I maid lt was

- Mr. Frémont—that he touched my shoulder for me to “pr still and Jot
him scare Susy” — then the poor child screamed again and again. We
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crushed her ball dress over her head to keep the sound from the neighbours,
but it was difficult to quiet her.

The girls had been distressed by my fixed idea of danger to Mr. Frémont
and knew how out of condition it had made me. Their first thought now
was that my mind had broken down. They soon realised this was not so, as
we discussed the strange fact of my knowing—and so surely that peace came
back to me—that whatever he had had to bear was over; that he was now
safe and light of heart; and that in some way he himself had told me
so. We talked long, and the girls were too excited for sleep, though the
unreliable little French clock chimed three. But a blessed rest had fallen
on me and I went off to ‘‘a sleep that sank into my soul,” deep and dreamless,
from which I did not wake until ten the next day, when my eyes opened to
see my father sitting by my bedside. He had been guarding my sleep a long
time —in fact the whole household were protecting it as the crisis of a fever.

* * * * *

With sleep and appetite strength’soon returned, but the true ‘‘good-

medicine ” was my absolute certainty of safety for Mr. Frémont.
* * * * *

We all talked it over with friends, often. There was no way to verify
what Mr. Frémont’s part had been during those two weeks. We must wait
until, his journey over, by summer at the earliest, he should reach San
Francisco, and then the only mail was nearly a month, vid the Isthmus.

But in early April there came to Washington, overland, a Mormon elder,
named Babitt, from the settlement of Parowan in (now) South Utah. Mr.
Babitt brought us letters from Mr. Frémont written at Parowan, and added
many details of personal intelligence.

* * * * *

Now the fact was verified that there had been a starving time; that it had
lasted through January into the next month ; that the last fortnight had
been desperately, almost fatally exhausting—quite so to [one man]. This
fortnight was the period during which I knew of their starving.

The relief came to them when they got into Parowan—the evening of the
sixth of February—when I was made to know that also, that same night.
Every family took in some of the men, putting them into warm rooms and
clean comfortable beds, and kind-faced women gave them reviving food and
pitying words. Mr. Frémont’s letters could not say enough of the gentle,
patient care of these kind women. And of his own *‘ great relief of mind.”

After this we heard no more until the twenty-fifth of May, when he
telegraphed from New York as his steamer got in from Aspinwall, and by
set of sun he was again at home.

Soon he was told by my father of what I have been telling you here. His
lawyer-habit of mind had made him minutely verify what we three women
had to tell, but there was a point beyond—the point of Time.

As nearly as we could settle it, two a.m. was the hour I had the flash of
information that all was well again. The girls had stayed out later than
usual as it was an assembly of family friends for a marriage festivity, and the
long rough drive over frozen mud of the old Washington streets was neces-
sarily slow, Our old coachman objected to being out after twelve and we saw
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with a little quake that it was nearly one when they came in. After that
came the undressing, the leisurely hair-brushing, the long gossip over the
evening as they took their tea ; and this brought it to about two o’clock.
Time did not enter much into our former easy-going Southern lives, and we
were three young women amused, comfortable—and what did it matter an
hour more or less ? '

Next morning, when the baggage came, the journal of that time was
taken out and we read the entry for the night of their arrival at Parowan,
the bringing up of the journal to the latest waking hour being a fixed habit,
We read: ‘‘ Parowan, February 6th, 11h. 30m. p.m.,” and the brief record of
the arrival, their safety and comfort, and the goodness of everyone to them.
He had been around to each of his party for a thankful good-night, and had
seen them each in warm beds ; he wrote of the contrast to the bad days just
past and of his own quiet room with its fire of logs and ‘‘ the big white bed ”
waiting him, to which he must go now, for he was ¢ fatigued ” and it was
near midnight. Then there followed the wish that I could know of this
comfort and of his mind at ease.

And, at that moment, I did know. For the difference of longitude
makes Washington two hours and twenty-three minutes later than Parowan,
so that 11h. 30m. p.m. there would be in Washington 1h. 53m. a.m.—
‘‘about ” two o’clock !

* * * * *
JEssiE BexToN FREMONT.

Mrs. Frémont writes to Mr. Hodgson :—

Los Angeles, California, February 12th, 1889.

It gratifies me that what I have always known to be a singular experience
should interest your society. In answer to inquiries, of those present there
is only now one living witness—my cousin Mary Benton. I have written
for her present address, as early in the winter she went to a grandchild in
Virginia.

Was not the General there ? How could he know my sister was with me
unless he saw us ?

She heard no voice, saw no form, but instantly knew on seeing me that I
had seen Mr. Frémont. Mary only saw that I ‘“had seen something"—enough
to startle her from her usual balanced repose of mind. ButI both heard the
voice, though but in the uttering my namo; felt the light touch on my
shoulder and knew I was to make no warning, for he wanted to make Susy
scream. She was but eight years old when he married into the family and
was always a pet p aymate. Her shrill prolonged scream was his delight,
and he never lost a chance to startle her. She was a sound-nerved, healthy
young thing, just twenty—unmarried, and about equally dividing her life
between her piano and her horse, on which she rode hours daily. This
gister died in 1874. Another sister [Mrs. E. Benton Jones], then at my
father's, knew of it at once.

It was quite the only time I ever knew, or in any way was impressed
with the danger to Mr. Frémont ; though he had had other experiences
of prolonged starvation, and often of deadly danger in other ways. 1
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was in my usual good health—unusual health always and at that age, only
thirty ; my nerves were unshaken. I had my regular occupations of family
life and the usual full life of Washington in winter. My mother’s ill-
health made my sister and myself her representatives also. The mornings
were regularly full of the children’s lessons, their French governess living
with me, and altogether there was nothing to let morbid fancies grow up,
when suddenly came this certainty of starvation to the party, increasing as
we afterwards knew with the increasing danger. Exercise, more varied
occupation—nothing removed this fixed impression. When, just as suddenly
as it came, it was taken from me.

Why I was so warned at this time, and not at other times, has often been
a question to me. I was at home ‘‘ among my own people,”’—everything in
contented, placid routine of home happiness, and suddenly it was broken, as
it never had been before, by my following in mind the distant exploring
party.

I cannot give any more details. Often T have regretted our not putting
it all on record at the time.

{ JEssiE BENTON FREMONT.

Later Mrs. Frémont writes :—
Los Angeles, March 15th, 1889.

I send you the enclosed letter from Mrs. Warren—the Mary Benton of
our singular experience—because, as you will notice, she speaks of their
anxiety for me during the long sleep that followed that comforting im-
pression.

JEsSIE BENTON FREMONT.

The following is an extract from the letter enclosed :—
Muir, Fayette Co., Ky., March 9th, 1889.

T think I fully understand what you want, and will try to give as correctly
as I can my testimony to your ‘‘modern ghost story.” But to me it is very
real, and your version of it correct, as I remember it that night. I never
shall forget how anxious we all felt until you awoke from that prolonged
sleep. But I little dreamed then that, after the lapse of so many years, I
should be called on to testify to the reality of it. .

M. BeNTON WARREN.
Subsequently Mrs. Warren wrote to Mr. Hodgson :—

Muir, Fayette Co., Ky., April 3rd, 1889.
I have your note of inquiry concerning the correctness of the account,
given recently by Mrs. General Frémont in the Wide Awake. I have seen
the account to which you refer, and also had a letter from Mrs. Frémont on

the subject.
T can answer without hesitation that the version given by her of this

incident is a true and correct one. I was a guest in Mrs. Frémont’s house
at the time, and an eye-witness to all that she has so correctly stated, under
the head of ‘“ A Modern Ghost Story,” in the Wide Awake.

M. BeExTON WARREN.

R T——

PR —
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Mrs. Frémont’s surviving sister, Mrs. E. Benton Jones, writes to Mr.
Hodgson :—

Paris, March 31st, 1889.

In answer to your letter respecting the article in the Wide Awake by Mrs,
Frémont, I can confirm all she wrote. While, as she says, we were so
accustomed to seeing Mr. Frémont return home safely from his long and
perilous journeys, still that winter we had some uneasiness from the fact
that he did not have his old and trusted guide, Kit Carson, with him. Mrs.
Frémont became very anxious and so mueh so as to make us all concerned for
her—the belief of the starvation to the party affecting her so much as to
make her unable to take sufficient nourishment herself. So the relief to her
was great when the ‘¢ vision,” as we all felt it to be, came to her.

That there is some curious connection of mind between us and those we
care for cannot be doubted, and has in many cases been well attested. My
father himself, at different times, had that realising sense of another's
presence, though, while a man of fine sensibilities, he was not what would be
called an imaginative man.

I do not recall any other ecircumstances than those given by Mrs.
Frémont. We were all so thankful to see her mind relieved that it was
hailed with delight.

E. Bextox JoNEs.

General Frémont writes:—

Los Angeles, July 15th, 1886.

Enclosed I send you the promised statement of my share in the
experience related by Mrs. Frémont. I thought it well to sketch briefly the
circumstances which led up to the condition in which I reached Parowan at
the time to which her statement refers.

Joux C. FrEmosT.

In November of 1853 I set out on a winter expedition across the
continent. Efforts towards opening up the western country had already
taken practical shape. The long trains of emigrant waggons working along
difficult and dangerous roads were enforcing the necessity of railways to
the Pacific. Organised efforts were being made to accomplish this. As
befals every good measure, strong opposition was being made to this, and,
among other arguments, it was urged that the snows on the wide sweep of
the great plains and in the Rocky Mountains would present insurmountable
obstacles. To ascertain by personal observation and experience what were
in fact the obstructions which the winter of those regions would oppose to a
railway, was the object of this expedition.

Emerging from the settlements of the Missouri frontier, I met at the
outset the approach of an early winter ; but game was abundgnt on the
prairies, the snow there light, and there was no hardship worthy of note
until we were fairly engaged among the mountains. The line which I had
in view to follow lay across the mountains by the heads of the Rio del
Norte and the Colorados of the Gulf of California. Up to the San Luis
Valley and the head waters of the Del Norte there had been sufficient game,
and for our animals grass enough. But, entering the mountain region of
the Colorado waters beyond, the gamg suddenly failed, and on that side
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there was deep snow, though outside of drifts only some four feet on the
level in small valleys and bottoms among the hills. It proved that in this
region the valleys were barren, only the mountains fertile. We had to keep
to these for what of grass or game was to be had. It became diflicult for the
animals to find enough to keep up their strength, and of the few that
remained serviceable the best were kept for the hunters, who had to cover
wide tracts in search of game. The rest of the party were on foot. Shortly,
the men grew weak upon scanty fare, hard work by day and guard by night,
and hunger soon lengthened into starvation. This made progress slow, and
when we issued from the mountains into the valley of the Colorado River
the broken line of our half-starved men, straggling across the naked desert
of the great valley, did not much resemble the well-equipped party of hardy
men which had left the Missouri a few months back. All were now existing
on mule meat. We crossed the river at the head of one of the great cafions,
and were soon again involved among the snowfields of the mountains.
There remained now only the bed of the Wahsatch ranges to cross. Here,
for the first and only time in much travelling through inhospitable lands, I
fairly gave out. Going up a long mountain slope, I was breaking my way
through the snow a little way ahead of the party, when suddenly my strength
gave out. All power of motion left me; I could not move a foot. The
mountain slope was naked, but it just happened that near by was a good
thick grove of aspens, and across a mneighbouring ravine the yellow grass
showed above the snow on a south hillside. Saying to Godey, as he came up,
that I would camp there, I sat down in the snow, and waited. After a few
moments, strength enough came back, and no one noticed what had hap-
pened. The next day we came upon a good camping ground, when I made
a halt and disencumbered the party of everything not absolutely necessary.
Here I had good observations, and was able to tell my men that we
were only 50 miles in air line from the Mormon town of Parowan, in the
great basin. This certainty of near relief nerved them up to effort, and in a
few days more we forced our way across the last ridges of the Wahsatch
mountains. ¢

With the exception of one man who could not hold out, and died from
starvation just as we came out of the mountains, I had brought my people
safely through. It had been a narrow chance.

At the foot of the last hill we struck a waggon road, leading to the town
of Parowan, and shortly after came upon a camp of Utah Indians.
Among them was the son of a chief whom I knew. At our last meeting I
had given the son a knife. He was pleased to see me, and, remembering,
gave me a dog, which, together with some flour that we traded from the
Indians, made for us all a welcome feast, except for my Delawares. They
made for themselves with the flour a kind of paste with which they filled
up, and in consequence startled the night with many groans. The next day
we reached Parowan. We were received there by all the people with
genuine hospitality, and everything a generous kindness could suggest was
done for our comfort. Good quarters in the town were provided for all, and
fresh clothing, good food, and the luxury of a real bed, made recent hard-
ships seem like a bad dream.

e
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That night I made in my notebook the entry of which Mrs. Frémont
speaks. I had some work with the stars which was of special interest to me,
and I sat up by my camp fire far into the night, dreaming of home, thinking
how happy Mrs. Frémont would be if only she could know that I was safe.
I knew that at home the uncertain nature of my journey was well under-
stood, and that there was constant anxiety to know how it had fared with
me.

My work over, I returned to my quarters in the town, only a few hundred
yards away. The warm, bright room and big white bed, with all their sug-
gestions of shelter and relief from danger, fell in. with what T had been
thinking, and made the picture of home rise up like a real thing before me,
and when, as was my habit at the close of a day’s work, I took up my
journal, I put there the wish that had possession of my mind—that Mrs.
Frémont could only know that all danger was past and that it was well with
me.

Jonx C. FrEémoxT.

It is an interesting point about the next case that though the agent’s
wish to communicate what was passing must have been strong, she can
hardly have wished to impress the actual percipient.

L. 874. Ae Ps Child Percipient.
From Mr. Edward Crewdson, Jun., of Tuckerville, Chester Co.,
Nebraska, U.S.A.

Mr. Crewdson explains that at the time of the occurrence described
he owned two ranches in Nebraska, called the “ East” and “ West”
ranches. On the former he resided with his family. The other

" consisted of three sections, partially separated from one another by a

section of Government land. In order to acquire a piece of this to
connect two of his sections, certain conditions were necessary, of which
continuous residence for six months was one. He was building a
“frame house ” there for this purpose, and meanwhile had a sod-house
built and went over every week with one or two of his three sons to
stay a night or two.

He continues :—

This brings me to about March 20th, 1885. My wife expected to have a
baby towards the end of April. March 20th (as nearly as I can remember)
I was leaving the Fast Ranche as usual, with blankets, food, &e., for the two
eldest boys and myself, when the youngest boy Hugh came running out ery-
ing and begged to be taken. 1 forgot to mention that the three girls were at
school in England. Mrs. Crewdson was standing by the buckboard, bidding
us good-bye, and said, *“ Oh yes, do take Hughie, and T will have a thorough
rest till you come back.” So Hughie jumped up and we left. The West
Ranche is 15 miles from the East, and we got there about 6.30. T cooked our
supper, had a pipe, and Isuppose by 9.30.or 10 we were all sound asleep.
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How long 1 slept I could not tell, but I was awakened by Hughie, who was
sleeping with me, sitting up and erying, *“Oh, pa! pa!” ¢“Whatisit, Hughie?”
¢“ Oh, pa, there is a little baby in bed with mamma.” Now the child had no
idea there was one expected—could have had none, for our children are
absurdly innocent, even the older ones—awkwardly innocent at times. It
was so strange, and I was so thoroughly awake that I did not go to sleep for
some time, and was on the point of getting up and driving home, but felt that
if there was nothing I should look so very foolish.

In the morning I hurried through my business, telling the last man my
reason for cutting him short. Before I was five miles away from the ranche
a cowboy met me with the news that a baby had been born in the night.
We were without servants at the time, and though my old Scotch foreman
had done his best in sending off for the nearest women and the doctor
(20 miles off), my wife had a very trying time, and it is quite possible that
her intense wish for me may have had something to do with Hughie's
communication.

Hughie is a very sensitive and clever hoy—too clever. He wants no
encouragement, but rather holding back ; not delicate in any way—none of
our children are, I am thankful to say—but a sort of child who understands
an explanation before you have said a dozen words ; very excitable ; will wake
up, scream, and shiver if he has been too long in the schoolroom. The
cowboys, of course, got up all sorts of ideas, which I paid no attention to—
such as that they had long known that Hughie knew instinctively if it was
going to rain, especially thunder rain.

The farmer’s name to whom I told the incident, before leaving the West
Ranche, is James Whitehead ; his address is Redfern, &c.

Epw. CREWDSON, JUN.
November 20th, 1889.

In answer to inquiries, Mr. Crewdson says :—

Hughie was 4} years old. His exclamation occurred ' just at the time
or shortly after the birth of our baby. He simply stated it as a fact and did
not say if he dreamt it or not, but, as he jumped up suddenly awakened, it
seems likely that he dreamt it. No explanation was ever asked, nor could
he, I think, have given one.

We wrote to Mr. Whitehead, who now resides at Broken Bow,
Nebraska, and he replied :—

January 27th, 1891.

The circumstances you call upon me to curroborate are substantially as
follows.

Mr. Crewdson, with three of his boys, was at his ¢ West Ranche,” looking
after his interests there. His wife remained at Tuckerville some 18 miles
distant. Some time during the night he was awakened by his youngest boy
Hughie, about 3} years old—nicknamed ¢‘Bah”—who said, ‘‘Pa,pa, ma
has a little baby in bed with her.” ¢‘Nonsense, ‘Bah.” What makes you
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think that 7" asked the father. ‘‘ Because I saw it laying beside her in the
bed,” the child replied.

The next morning, having some business with Mr. C., I visited his ranche,
about one mile distant from my farm. With considerable relish and amuse-
ment he related his dream to me. Coming from a child so young, who could
not possibly be aware of the condition of its mother, the time of whose con-
finement was drawing near, yet not sufficiently near at hand (as was
supposed) to excite anxiety on the part of Mr. Crewdson owing to his enforced
absence, the dream impressed me at the time as being remarkable. Later
on, the same day, Mr. C. remained at my place, and took dinner, repeating
the dream to myself and family.

Starting for home, while still in sight, he met the young man (Mr.
Morgan) he had left in charge at Tuckerville, who informed him that Mrs.
Crewdson had given birth to a child during the night, about the hour he had
been awakened by the child to hear his dream. Mr. C. hurried on home. Mr.
Morgan, who was on horseback, rode up to my door, and remarked,
¢‘ Hughie’s dream is true.”

JAMES WHITEHEAD.

The next case differs from the preceding ones in that, so far as we
know, the agent had no wish to convey any information about himself
to the percipient or any one connected with her.

L. 875. A°e P* Borderland. Auditory.

The following account was sent to Mr. H. Venman, an Associate of
the Society, by Mr. Harrison, on the day of the occurrence described.
In an accompanying letter Mr. Harrison says : “ Everything happened
exactly as stated.” In the absence of detailed correspondence between
the impression and the accident, the evidential value of the case
depends on the exactness of the coincidence in the time of their
occurrence, which seems to be well established.

February Tth, 1891,

I reside with iy husband at 15, Lupton-street, N.W. This afternoon I
was lying on the sofa, sound asleep, when I suddenly awoke, thinking I heard
my husband sigh as if in pain. I rose immediately, expecting to find him in
the room. He was not there, and looking at my watch I found it was half-
past three. At 6 o’clock my husband came in. He called my attention to a
bruise on his forehead, which was caused by his having knocked it against
the stone steps in a Turkish bath. 1 said to him, ‘I know when it
happened : it was at half-past 3, for I heard you sigh as if in pain at
that time.” He replied, *‘ Yes, that was the exact time, for I remember
noticing the clock directly after.”

The gentleman who appends his name as witness was present when this

conversation took place.
' Louisa E. Harrisox,
Witness : Hexey Hoorox, 23, Bunhill-row, E.C,
Diaiti v Microsc
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CATALOGUE OF UNPRINTED CASES.
(Continved from the March JOURNALL.)

Further information improving the evidence in any of these cases
will be gratefully received.

BL94. Ad Pn Raps at Death. Borderland.—Mr. F. J. Teale informs
us that in July, 1886, he was awakened by hearing three knocks. After an
interval of 10 minutes the knocks occurred again, and Mr. Teale went to the
bedroom door. After another interval he heard them again, and this time
he went to the street door. Mrs. Teale, who was in the same room, heard
nothing, chough Mr. Teale woke her when he first heard the knocks. Next
day news was brought of the unexpected death of Mr. Teale’s mother, which
had taken place about 8.30. in the preceding evening. Recorded same
month.

B L 95. Dreams.—Mr. T. Ross Scott has three vivid and horrifying
dreams of a mysterious-looking man, similar to the sketch of Whitechapel
murderer which he subsequently sees in Stuart Cumberland’s paper, The
Mirror. The first dream did not correspond with anything, but the last two
were on the same nights as Whitechapel murders. Confirmation from his
sister in the last case. Recorded December, 1889, three months after the
third dream.

BL96. Ad Pn Visual.—A. R. (housemaid)saw her fiancé on August 6th,
1888, at the moment when—according to a letter shown by her two days
later to her mistress—he died, calling her name. This letter is destroyed,
the place of death is unknown, and no death at that date of a person of the
name given appears to be registered in the United Kingdom ; nor is other
evidence of the death forthcoming. We have an account of the apparition
written by A. R.’s mistress, the day after it happened.

BL 97. Ad Pn Visual. Borderland. 2nd hand.—Mr. E. F. Wright
informed us in November, 1888, that ‘‘some years ago” a Captain Ames
related that when lying awake one afternoon he (the Captain) saw the figure
of his father standing by his berth. He caused a note to be made in the
log. On his return he found that his father had died at the time. Captain
Ames cannot be traced.

BL 98 Ad Pa YVisual. 2nd hand.—Naval lieutenant sees apparition
of sister on bridge of his steamer. Vision persists while he makes a
note. Some months afterwards he learns that sister died at the same hour.
This is recorded by Mr. W. Clark Russell in September, 1887. Mr. Clark
Russell tells us that he received the account from the percipient, prefers not
to give the name without permission, and does not know his address.

BL 9. Ae Pn Visual. Borderland. 2nd hand, good as 1st.—C. W,
Rohner, M.D., and children are out driving in March, 1869. Child of four
falls out of carriage, injures skull, and left temple bleeds freely. Mrs.
Rohner, ill in bed at home, sees apparition of Dr. R. with sad countenance
and a stream of blood running from his left temple over white eoat to end of
trousers. Dr. R. adds: ‘‘This unwelcome news was thus’gently broached to
my sick wife.”” Account first appeared in Light, May 28th, 1887.

B L 100.—Mrs. Godber informs us that standing at the window expect-
ing Mr. Barker to dinner, she saw him approach and pass front garden. She
retreated to dish up dinner, but as he did not arrive she returned to the
window after some minutes and saw him again approaching. This time it
was the real Mr. Barker. Mr. Barker sent us an account on the day of the
occurrence —October 7th, 1890, and Mrs. Godber sent her account six days
later. ’
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Coxg, J. W., Union, Wilson Co., Texas, U.S.A.

Evaxs, Miss M. 8., Chester-square, Boston, Mass., U.S.A.

Forp, Proressor Darivs R., D.D., Elinora College, New York, U.S. A,

Gaost, A. M., Room 16, Ghost Block, Denver, Colo., U.S.A.

GoopwiN, WaRrreN C.,, West-town Boarding School, West-town, Pa.

Jrewert, Miss S. C., c/o Mrs. James T. Fields, 148, Charles-street,
Boston, Mass., U.S.A.

Pueres, OrRwWIN A., Gaylord, Mich., U.S.A.

PorTER, CHARLES A., 5, Arlington-street, Boston, Mass., U.S.A.

STEBBINS, WALTER G., 17, St. James-avenue, Boston, Mass., U.S.A.

MEETING OF THE COUNCIL.

A Meeting of the Council was held on April 17th, the President
in the chair. There were also present :—Dr. A. T. Myers, Messrs. W,
Crookes, F. W. H. Myers, and R. Pearsall Smith.

The minutes of the last Meeting were read and signed as correct.

On the proposition of Mr. Myers, Dr. Dariex, of Paris, was elected
a Corresponding Member of the Society for the current year.

Mr. Joseph Kirk and Dr. R. W. Shufeldt were elected Honorary
Associates for the current year.

Two new Members and nine new Associates, whose names and
addresses are given above, were elected. The election of eleven new
Associates of the American Branch was also recorded.

The decease of Dr. J. D. Morell, a Member of the Society, was
recorded.

Various matters of business having been attended to, the Council
agreed to meet at the Society’s Rooms, at 4.30 p.m., on Friday, the
29th of May.

GENERAL MEETING.

The 45th General Meeting of the Society was held at the West-
minster Town Hall, on Friday, April 17th, at 4 p.m.; the President in
the chair.

Selections were read by Mr. Myers from the material collected
for a forthcoming paper by Mr. Hopgsox on the trance phenomena of
Mrs. Piper observed in America.

A paper by Dr. ALFrED BackMAN, of Kalmar, Sweden, describing
some experiments and observations on clairvoyance with persons
hypnotised by himself and with others, was read by Mr. Podmore.
This paper will probably appear in the next number of the Proceedings.

SR



May, 1891.)  Jowrnal of Socicty for Psychical Research. 67

The PRESIDENT, in commenting on it, noted, as a specially interest-
ing case, one in which the clairvoyant had apparently been able to
some extent to impress herself on the person whose surroundings she
was perceiving, though the fact that the attempt was being made was
quite unknown to him. The case thus became one of the comparatively
rare but important class distinguished in Phantasns of the Living as
“reciprocal ” cases. He also noted, as interesting and somewhat
peculiar, Dr Backman's experience that he could make lis clairvoyants
remember after waking the impressions they had reeeived in trance,
and that they could sometimes supplement the information they had
given in trance, through their greater power of co-ordinating their ideas
in a waking state.

HYPNOTISM AS AN ANZASTHETIC IN PRACTICE
IN ENGLAND.

During the last few months there have been some records in the
English medical Press of the successful application of hypnotism by
three Members of this Society, in some cases where pain would other-
wise have been acute. Dr. J. Milne Bramwell, of Goole, demonstrated
about a year ago (Brit. Med. Jowrnal, April 5th, 1890, p. 801), to many
of the leading doctors and dentists of Leeds and the neighbourhood,
how practicable it was to produce by hypnotism complete ansesthesia to
the pain of extraction of the stumps of sixteen teeth at one operation,
or to the surgical dressing of a large, deep-seated abscess in the cheek.
To some patients who had been previously often hypnotised, it was
sufficient to send a command by letter that they should go to sleep at
once and obey the dentist’s orders during an operation, and such a
command was cheerfully and intelligently obeyed, and no pain felt
whilst three double teeth were drawn. Again, to a large meeting last
February (Brit. Med. Journal, February 28th, 1891, pp. 460-468) of the
Leeds and West Riding Medico Chirurgical Society, Dr. Bramwell
showed a case in which Mr. H. Bendelack Hewetson had performed the
surgical operation for correcting a squint under the anwmsthesin of
hypnotism only ; and Mr. Hewetson called attention to the fact that
he had found such anasthesia complete in many other surgical operations
on the eye. Dr. Bramwell also illustrated the use of patient repetition
of attempts at hypnotisation by giving the history of a patient of his
who had suffered for many months most distressing discomfort from a
disease of the skin, and whom he had tried to hypnotise 67 times
without success. On the 68th trial, however, he had succeeded in pro-
ducing complete somnambulism, and in putting an end to the discomfory
entirely and for good,
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Dr. G. C. Kingsbury, of Blackpool, has also found hypnotic
anesthesia useful in various ways, notably in the case of a girl who
was expecting a dangerous and painful confinement before she was
fifteen (Brit. Med. Journal, 1891, p. 460). He found her a good
subject, and prudently trained her to obey his orders by hypnotising
her twelve times, and satisfied himself of the complete anwesthesia pro-
duced. At the first signs of the birth of the child he found no
difficulty in keeping her for four hours in a state of hypnotic somnam-
bulism, in which she felt no pain at all, but would receive and obey his
orders. She passed through the whole of a critical period without
consciousness and without danger, and, after the birth of a healthy
child, was awakened to find herself without pain and without recol-
lection of pain. A, T. e

CASES RECEIVED BY THE LITERARY COMMITTEE.

ST TP

The following instance of a visual impression, of a communication
which the agent was at the moment anxious to make to the per-
cipient, is analogous to some auditory cases printed in the Journals for
March and April. Tt is sent to us by Mr. Robert Lodge, Associate of
the Society. The letters are addressed to him by a relative :—

50, Adelaide Square, Bedford, February 17th, 1891,

In answer to your request I send you account about the telegram,

On the 27th of April, 1889, we were expecting my sister-in-law and her
daughter from South America. My wife, being away from home, was unable
to meet them at Southampton, so an intimate friend of the family, a Mr. P.,
offered to do so. It was between Derby and Leicester about 3.30 p.m. My
wife was travelling in the train. She closed her eyes to rest, and at the
same moment a telegram paper appeared before her with the words, ¢‘ Come
at once, your sister is dangerously ill.” During the afternoon I received a
telegram from Mr. P. to my wife, worded exactly the same and sent from
Southampton 3.30 p.m. to Bedford, On my wife's arrival home about 9 p.m.,
I deferred communieating it until she had some refreshment, being very
tired. I afterwards made the remark, ‘I have some news for you,” and
she answered, *‘ Yes, I thought so, you have received a telegram from Mr.
P.1” Tsaid, “How do you know?” She then told me the contents and
her strange experienees in the train, and that it impressed her so much that
she felt quite anxious all the rest of the journey.

With regard to the above, my wife had no idea of her sister being ill, and
was not even at the time thinking about them, but was thinking about her
own child she had just left at a boarding sehool. Also the handwriting my
wife saw, she recognised at once to he Mr, P.’s. But then, again, he would
have been writing on a white paper form, and the one she saw was the
usual brown eoloured paper, FreEpk. L. LopGE.
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In reply to inquiries, Mr. F. Lodge wrote as follows :—

The letter I sent you, with account of vision, I wrote from my wife's
dictation. After it occurred in the train she took notice of the hour, and
from the time marked on the telegram of its despatch from Southampton,we
at once remarked it must have occurred as Mr. P. was filling in a form at
Southampton. Mr. P. is now in South America constructing a railway
line, and will not return to England for about a year. The oecuirrence
was mentioned to him.

Two years having elapsed, my wife could not say the exact time now, but
it was between 3 and 4 p.m., although when it happened, we did notice from
the telegram that the time corresponded. Frepk. L. LobGk.

The two following cases, in both of which the same percipient was
concerned, come to us through the American Branch of the Society.
In the first, the conscious desire of the agent seems to have been the
predetermining cause of the percipient’s impression, and in this it
resembles the preceding case.

L. 877. Ae Pn  Motor impulse.

The percipient, Mrs. Hadselle, writes to Mr. Hodgson as follows :—

28, Bradford Street, Pittsfield, Mass., May 28th, 1888,

Less than two years ago a curious thing happened to me. I had been in
Wash. Co., N.Y., giving half a dozen readings, and was on my way to
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