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Cooripce, Mes. J. T., JuNr., 114, Beacon-street, Boston, Mass.
DextoNn, Miss JANE A., Palo Alto, Cal.
DraPER, GEORGE Otis, Hopedale, Mass.
Horrmax, Pror. F. 8., Union College, Schenectady, N.Y.
Jupan, NosLE B., 2,701, Prairie-avenue, Chicago, Ill.
Kenpron, C. W, ¢c/o Percy B. McCoy, Broadway, New York, N.Y.
Kexxepy, Harris, M.D., Readville, Mass.
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Mirrs, Rev. BENg. Fay, 22, Cypress-street, Brookline, Mass.
MosLey, Pror. J. R., Mercer University, Macon, Ga.
Paxson, W. L., ¢/o Messrs. Baker and Hamilton, San Francisco, Cal.
Prick, Miss LaveNia, 815, W. 13th-street, Des Moines, Towa.
ReErrr, Josiau C., 247, Sth-avenue, New York, N.Y.
Scort, Pror. W. H., Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio.
SuMNER, Fraxcis B., Columbia University, New York, N.Y.
TraLLEs, WiLLiaya A., 1,189, West-avenue, Buffalo, N.Y.
WainwricHT, Mrs. W. P., 121, Newbury-street, Boston, Mass.

MEETING OF THE COUNCIL.

A meeting of the Council was held on December 9th at the
Westminster Town Hall, the President in the chair. There were also
present Mr. F. W, H. Myers, Mr. F. Podmore, and Dr. G. F. Rogers.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and signed as correct.

On the proposal of Mr. F. W. H. Myers, Professor Th. Flournoy,
of Geneva, was elected a Corresponding Member of the Society for the
ensuing year.

One new Member and thirteen new Associates were elected ; and
the election of twenty-one new Associates of the American Branch
was recorded. Names and addresses are given above.

It was agreed, at the request of Mr. Henry A. Roome, that his
name should be transferred from the list of Members to that of
Associates.

The Council recorded with regret the decease of the Rev. Alfred
Gurney, respecting whom a notice appeared in the last number of the
Journal ; and also of Mr. Sydney J. Murray, who had been an
Associate of the Society for some years.
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The resignation of one Member and eleven Associates, who, from
various causes, desired to withdraw from the Society at the end of the
year, was accepted. It was agreed to strike off the list the names of
eight Associates, whose connection with the Society had become merely
nominal.

Two presents to the Library were reported, for which a vote of
thanks was accorded to the donors.

In consequence of the large demand for Part XXXIII. of the
Proceedings, containing Dr. Hodgson’s further Report on Mrs. Piper’s
Trance-Communications, it was agreed that it be reprinted. It was
also agreed that Part X'VII., containing the first Reports on Mus.
Piper’s case, be reprinted ; the stock of that Part also being nearly
exhausted.

The names of the Members of the Council who retire by rotation
at the end of the year were read over. The Assistant Secretary was
desired to send out the necessary notices for the Annual Meeting of
the Members of the Society to be held at Westminster Town Hall, on
Friday, January 27th, 1899, at 3 p.m.

Other matters of business having been attended to, the Council
agreed that its next meeting should be at the Westminster Town

Hall, at the close of the Annual Meeting of Members, on January
27th, 1899.

GENERAL MEETING.

The 96th General Meeting of the Society was held at the West-
minster Town Hall on Friday, December 9th, at 4 p.m. ; the PrRESIDENT
in the chair.

Mr. H. Arraur Swira read his paper entitled: “ A Note on
Fisher’s Ghost.”

Me. F. W. H. Myers read a paper by Proressor W. RoMaINE
NEwBoLD, of the University of Pennsylvania, entitled : “ A Further
Record of Observations of Certain Phenomena of Trance.”

Both these papers are included in Proceedings, Part XXXIV.

Mgs. FisHER remarked that the confusion between two doctors of
the same name,* recorded in the paper which Mr. Myers had read,
recalled to her mind a curious incident in her own experience which
had always puzzled her, and which she thus described :—

I was at a large meeting of Stuart Cumberland’s, in a country town.
Being asked to experiment with him in carrying out a suggestion
previously written down, I wrote on a piece of paper—¢Take Miss F.’s
fan and give it to Miss G.,” and gave it to the chairman. I placed

* See Proceedings, Part XXXIV., p. 21.
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my fingers on Mr. Cumberland’s shoulder, and he walked at a rapid
rate past the Miss F. I had in my mind, to another part of the room,
where her younger half-sister of the same name, who had come in un-
known to me with other friends, was sitting. He took her fan and
gave it rightly to Miss G. Thus he carried out the letter of my wish
but not the spirit. It was as if he was guided simply by the name in
my mind. Yet I ascertained that he was quite a stranger to these
sisters, and did not even know their names, having merely come to
the town in the course of a provincial tour.

Before reading Professor Newbold's paper, Mr. Myers made some
remarks to the following purport :—

Through the kindness of Professor Richet, I have been present (on
December 1st and 3rd) at two séances held at his house in Paris with
Eusapia Paladino. The phenomena witnessed were absolutely con-
vincing to all present. Some account of them may probably shortly
appear in the Journel. But a few words seem to be due from me at
once to my previous colleagues in experiment on the fle Roubaud.
Some of my audience may remember that in 1894 Professor Lodge, Dr.
Ochorowicz and I, by the invitation of Professor Richet, witnessed,
along with him, some séances with Eusapia in his Mediterranean island,
—a place well adapted for such experiments. We were all of us con-
vinced of the supernormal character of certain phenomena then observed ;
and Eusapia was invited to England for the following summer. She
stayed in my house at Cambridge, July 30th-Sept. 16th, 1895, and
met a varying group of observers, most of whom began with a pre-
disposition in her favour. The phenomena, although inferior to those
of the ile Roubaud, at first seemed promising; but a peculiar and
suspicious holding of one of Eusapia’s hands—described by Professor
Richet in 1893,—was frequently noted, from first to last, by different
observers. When Dr. Hodgson arrived, (August 29th), we were able
(mainly owing to his acumen) to detect and observe the actual pro-
cesses of trickery; and thus to explain, not indeed all the phenomena,
but so large a proportion of them that it seemed very improbable that
the unexplained residue was due to any supernormal power.

The general justice of this verdict has now been confirmed by a
statement volunteered to Professor Richet in my hearing during a
trance of Eusapia’s on December 3rd, by her trance-personality or
“control,” to the effect that Eusapia did cheat at Cambridge.

For the four above-mentioned observers the question then arose as
to the effect of this fresh experience on our interpretation of what we
had seen on the ile Roubaud. Dr. Ochorowicz and Professor Richet,
while seeing nothing improbable in the occurrence of fraud at



Jax,, 1899.]  Concerning Sudden Moral Transformations. 5

Cambridge, refused to accept it as an explanation of those previous
phenomena. Professor Lodge, while himself noting and admitting
fraud at Cambridge, also held that it could not ‘account for the
ile Roubaud phenomena, taken as a whole. I was myself the most
influenced of the four by Dr. Hodgson’s arguments; and my strong
conviction of his superior acumen, while not removing my former belief
wholly from my mind, led me to feel and say that I could not ask any
one else to found a belief in Eusapia upon my own records and
recollections. 'What has recently occurred in Paris leads me again to
place more confidence in my own impressions on the island, and
especially on the skill and judgment of my then coadjutors. I now
feel assured that a part of what occurred on the island was genuine ;
and therefore that my then colleagues have been justified in their con-
tinued attribution of a supernormal character to some of the
phenomena previously observed.

AN INQUIRY CONCERNING SUDDEN MORAL
TRANSFORMATIONS.

[The following appeal is from Professor Leuba, Ph.D., the well-known
American psychologist. As he is travelling on the Continent, we have
consented to receive for the present the responses which may be sent, and
perhaps to print any which may seem to throw light upon the supposed
action of supernormal agencies in effecting these sudden shocks.—Eb.]

More or less remarkable moral transformations have been known to
happen suddenly under various agencies,—generally spiritual, but some-
times merely physical. When the Christian religion is looked upon
as its agency, the moral renovation is called conversion ; but similar
transformations take place outside of its pale, within spiritualistic
circles and elsewhere. !

Some of them partake almost of the miraculous by their sudden-
ness and their depth ; they seem to reach down to the bottom of life,
to transform the very foundations of character. And yet, despite the
paramount, practical as well as theoretical, importance for humanity
of some exact knowledge on the causes and conditions of these
renovations, nothing very definite is known.

The writer is endeavouring to collect data on this subject ; with
that end in view, appeal is made to all those who have, under any
influence whatsoever, experienced a moral transformation remarkable
in any degree, in the hope that they will not be deterred from answer-
ing by lack of time or sheer inertia. Such persons will remember that
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they alone are able to furnish the desired information. Appeal is
also made to those who have heard of such occurrences, or who are
acquainted with valuable literature bearing on the subject, that they
may let the writer know about them.

The answers will be considered as strictly private communications.

1. When did your moral transformation take place? How old
were you at the time ?

2. In what religious circle were you brought up?

3. Describe your life, your religious condition, and your moral
struggles for the period preceding your renovation. Were you at peace
with yourself? If not, why not? What did you want? Did you
endeavour to reform? Did you hope for a transformation? What did
you do to that end? What measure of success attended your efforts ?

4, Where, on what occasion, and under what circumstances were
you changed? In what mental and in what moral disposition were
you at the time? What was the state of your health? What is your
temperament ?

5. Relate your transformation. What were the various thoughts
in your mind, and the various feelings in your heart at the moment ?
‘What affected you most deeply? Were you very much moved ? By
what, or by whom were you moved? Did you notice any thing
apparently miraculous? What was, in your opinion, the cause of
your renovation ?

6. Describe your feelings and your thoughts immediately after.
In what particulars had you become changed ¢ What was temporary
and what permanent in the results of your experience ?

7. If you have passed through more than one similar experience,
describe each one separately, giving date of each.

8. Give name, sex, age, nationality, church connection, and occupa-
tion, and send the answers to Professor James H. Leuba, c/o the
Editor of the Journal of the Society for Psychical Research, 19,
Buckingham Street, Adelphi, London, W.C.

NOTE ON A CASE IN THE ARCHIV FUR RELIGIONS
WISSENSCHAFT.

Bp. 1. Hrr. 3., HERAUSGEGEBEN V. DRr. THs. ACHELIS IN BREMEN.
Vorrac vox J. C. B. Monr, FrEIBURG I. B,

This is an article by Fr. S. Krauss on the Yoga-trance among southern
Slavs. The sub-title, ‘‘a Guola-Song,” indicates the substance of it. A few
observations on phenomena similar to that which is the subject of this very
interesting popular ballad are given by way of introduction.
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A distinction, says Krauss, is usually made between those functions which
are under the influence of the will, and those which are not; and it is usually
taken to be absolute. I can, it is said, put my arm or my tongue to any use
I like, but I cannot suspend at my will the action of the liver, or the circula-
tion of the blood. XKrauss contends that the distinction is not absolute. In
the first place, there are cases in which muscles not generally supposed to be
under the influence of the will, may be set in motion as the subject wishes.
Krauss tells an entertaining story of a schoolfellow of his who aroused the
envy of all his friends by a very peculiar gift : he could do anything he liked
with his cars ; another friend counld give the most varied expressions to his
face by contractions of the eye-muscles, impossible for any one else.

In the same way some exceptional people can feel or not feel, according
as they please. Such was the case of another schoolfellow who would bear
the most severe floggings without any sign of pain. However, it is not clear
whether the boy felt, or merely hid his feelings, for Krauss, comparing him
to an Indian fakir says: ¢ The only difference is that the fakir conceals his
pain from religious motives,” whereas the school-boy did so merely to score
off his master. Other people can go without food for a very long time, and
apparently have some power over the digestive functions. But the most
interesting are those who can suspend their heart-beats and fall into the
Yoga-trance. This is a very complicated art : Krauss does not believe it has
anything to do with mesmerism, or auto-suggestion.

Instances.

(@) A certain Frau H. F. (whose full name and address Krauss is in a.
position to give) is able to completely simulate death whenever she likes,
and so perfectly as to take in the most experienced medical men or hospital
nurses. (This case occurs at Vienna.)

(b) At the 1895 exhibition held at Buda-Pesth there were two Indian
fakirs who undertook to fast and sleep publicly. Various experiments were
made on them by some of those who came to see them ; needles were stuck
into them, burning matches applied to their flesh ;—they bore all this during:
the day-time ; but it was more than they had bargained for. At night they
awoke and gave vent to their opinions as to European civility : they
strengthened themselves by eating and drinking against the expected trials.
of the following day. Some one found them out one night, and they were
set down for frauds and cheats. One of them protested against this accusa-
tion in the Neue Freie Presse (8th August, 1895), and expressed himself as.
follows : ““The Yoga-sleep is a science, which, like all other sciences, may
be learnt both in theory and practice by any people who have a gift for it.””
Of course, the word science need not be taken strictly—at any rate the
testimony of the fakir is of some importance as a great presumption that this
peculiar state is self-induced.

(¢) This art has had devotees in Europe : in the year 1845 the prophet
Milija Krajinoe began to make manifestations in the village of Sumpfe. He
was able to fall into a kind of ecstasy or trance and rewmain in the same state
for 5, 6, or 12 days together, neither eating, nor drinking, nor satisfying any
physical wants. There is a document in the archives of the Royal Serbian
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Ministry for Home Affairs dealing with the question. Dr. Medovic observed
Milija in his trance, noted down the appearance of his body, and recorded
the tortures he went through without complaining ; all attempts to wake
him were fruitless; the most intense smells were put under his nose,
hairs pulled one by one out of the tenderest part of the skin; red-hot
coals laid on his limbs. All these he bore : however, one test seemed to
have some effect. When they poured down his throat something to make
him vomit, he asked for a drink of water. It was then that he confessed
how he had learnt by degrees, first of all to go without food so that he could
remain 20 or 30 days without any nourishment whatever ;—there is some
irony in the prophet’s confession that he began it all so as to earn a para
or two from the common people. But although he says: * you might tear
the flesh piece-meal off my limbs, and I wouldn’t give any sign of suffering,
so well am I able to bear pain,” this is a rather ambiguous statement : it
is difficult to say whether Milija felt the pain, or whether he had become
insensible.

But the most striking instance of all is that of the hero of the ¢‘ Gusler-
lied.” The noble Radovan, son of Knight George, and nephew of the
Venetian promeditor of Zang, would simulate death, and have a great
reputation for it. Krauss, in bringing forward this “ historical” instance,
says that Radovan had this gift in the most healthy and strong period of his
youth—he was a far-famed knight, a fearless warrior, etc., all which circum-
stances forbid us in Krauss’ view to believe him hysterical. But when we
remember that Radovan lived 250 years ago, any discussion of his state of
mental or physical health will appear futile. The evidence of popular
tradition can have no scientific weight ; but although it would be extremely
rash to draw definite conclusions from the ballad concerning the scientific
merits of Radovan’s Yoga-trance, I can heartily recommend the reading of
it to all who are interested in ‘‘ Volksgesang,” as a valuable, and, I believe,
representative example of the large collection of popular songs in Eastern
Europe. ¥

I need not, for the purposes of the S.P.R., tell the long story over again;
it is sufficient to say that Radovan fell into the hands of a king who had
reason to wish him out of the way. He was shut up in a dark prison; but
he planned a very original escape, which is not generally thought of hy
modern fiction-writers. He simulated death in the hope that he would be
carried out of prison. Unfortunately, he had played this trick before ; un-
fortunately, also, the king had a very cunning and a very relentless wife who
would not believe Radovan was dead. The two of them put him to all kinds
of tortures ; they drove splinters under his finger and toe-nails ; they singed
him with red-hot coals. He does not even wink, the king is fairly baffled.
But that cunning queen has all the malice of the Tempter. Radovan’s
crime, I may say, was that he loved and was loved by the beautiful daughter
of this treacherous pair. The queen brought a bevy of fair maidens into the
prison, among them Radovan’s ‘Geliebte.” They sing and dance round
him, but even under such a trial Radovan manages to remain dead, until the
princess trips up to him, and he can keep his eyes closed no longer. The
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princess was in the secret, and knew quite well her knight was not dead
past recalling ; this explains her composure. Happily the king and queen
did not sce Rado’s eyes open ; but the queen is still relentless, the only way
she can see of killing him off once for all is to trust some faithful servants
with his body, send them to the sea-shore in secret, instruct them to tear up
his limbs, and throw them piece-meal into the waves. Need I say that her
hellish project falls through ; that Radovan escapes, that he conquers all the
enemies, and clears all the obstacles, that stood between him and his true love ?
There is no lack of incident, it will be seen, in this entertaining ballad ;
interesting as it is, however, to the student of literature, we can but regret,
from our point of view as scientific judges, that popular tradition has played
s0 fast and loose with the evidence. The fact remains, however, and it is of
some importance, that Radovan was believed to be able to simulate death.
N AT

CORRESPONDENCE.

[The Editor is not responsible for opinions expressed by Correspondents.]

ExpERIMENTS IN THOUGHT-TRANSFERENCE.
Tour de Peilz, November 14th, 1898.

Dear Siw,—I have been much interested by Prof. Chattock’s experi-
ments in thought-transference, all the more on account of its being the first
set of transferred diagrams since those published by me in the Jowrnal.

I beg to submit that my own experiments [see Journal, S.P.R., June, 1893,
and December, 1896.—Ep.] were far more successful, although made at a
distance of hundreds of miles and without any knowledge by the percipient
of the kind of diagrams I was going to send. And I think I can point out
one or two reasons of that difference in the results obtained.

Prof. Chattock says that ‘‘ the percipient knew in each case what sort of
a thing was to be drawn—e.g. a number of three figures, a word of three letters,
three musical notes, etc.”

There, I believe, was the mistake. The percipient, knowing beforehand
that a given number of letters or notes would be sent, could not but try to
guess, his mind entering into action, and that would, of course, prevent him
from giving his undivided attention to the message sent. The percipient’s
mind must remain in a passive state, and his inward vision a perfect blank,
in a state of expectation.

Prof. Chattock says, moreover, that, after one or two trials, ‘‘one gets self-
conscious and excited ” and that the experiments fail accordingly.

The reason is to be found, first in the fact that both agent and percipient
were in the same room, unconsciously influencing and exciting each other,—
secondly, from their having attempted more than one experiment at a time.

Complete solitude is necessary, and the quiet of a secluded room, both for
the agent and for the recipient. When I experimented with Mrs. M., I
was alone in my room, and so was she. And it had been agreed that before
beginning the séance, we should both rest from all labour, and remain quiet
for at least a quarter of an hour, in order to meet the trial with a self-
possessed and calm frame of mind.
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Again, it was always late at night, ten o’clock usually, at a time when
all noises have been hushed and silence prevails everywhere. And it was.
understood also that I would never send more than one message at a time.

A statement made by Professor Chattock has greatly struck me. He
says (p. 303): ‘It occurs to me that the percipient should be in a partially
dazed state. . . . Is there any convenient way of keeping oneself in
such a condition ? I thought of watching a slowly revolving disc.”

Taking for granted, in my defective knowledge of the English language,
that dazed means benumbed, I should say that Professor Chattock seems to-
have hit on one of the fundamental conditions of thought-transference, only
that I think this condition of being in a dazed, half-sleepy state should apply
to the agent as well.

As far as I can see in that mysterious phenomenon, the transference takes.
place between the subliminal selves of agent and percipient. It is the
unconscious portion of our complex being that is in constant communication
with others, while our conscious activity tends to divide us from our fellow
beings. As if there were a common ground of psychical life, out of which
each individuality shoots up. The more we sink our personality into the
unconscious substratum of life, the nearer we get to others, and the greater
the possibility of communicating with them.

Coming back to mny own experiments. I have to say that I used to write
my message on a large piece of paper, to put it in a strong light, and to look
at it fixedly for five or ten minutes, till I was sometimes half dazed. On her
part, Mrs. M., lying on her couch, three or four hundred miles from me,
would remain with her eyes shut, waiting and waiting, till her hand would
almost unconsciously trace on the paper the figures or diagrams appearing
on her retina. She was generally in a state of drowsiness, half hypnotie,
half normal, and pretty often she wrote at the bottom of the page, *‘I am
so sleepy, that I can hardly finish the drawing.” And sometimes, she even
fell asleep before having seen anything, in which case, of course, the result
was nought.

I believe moreover that our very remarkable success may be due to the
fact that there was between us, perhaps, a kind of psychical bond. During
one summer, while in Switzerland, she had suffered from insomnia, and, I
used to go at night with my daughter to her bedside, and to send her to
sleep by suggestion.

Speaking of my daughter, it reminds me that I have tried thought-trans-
ference with her pretty often, at a distance of many miles, with some amount
of success. And this I have noticed, that in order to have any result I had to
be the agent, my daughter the percipient. If we reversed the order, I
being the percipient, we never could get anything satisfactory, and it was the
same with Mrs. M.

It seems that different qualities of mind are required for playing the
different parts. Mr. Wedmore’s statement (p. 304) ‘‘ My sister could not
receive from me and I cannot do so from my brother,” confirms that notion.

The possibility of the transference of thoughts or images from one mind
to another has now been proved, I think, sufticiently. It remains that the
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conditions in which it does take place should be thoroughly investigated,
and, if possible, the rules of this process accurately exposed. We should not
rest satisfied till we have found the means of corresponding with our friends,
at whatever distance, without pen and paper, and even without the help of
Marconi’s wireless telegraph. In this order of phenomena, the geographical
distance counts for nothing ; the only distance to be abolished is that

between the minds.—Yours truly,
AuG. GLARDON.

Mgr. Popymore’s REviEw oF MRr. Laxc’s ¢‘THE MAKING oF RELIGION.”

St. Petersburg, December Tth, 1898.

Dear Sir,—I have read with interest Mr. Podmore’s review of Mr. A.
Lang’s The Making of Religion .in Proceedings XXXIV. and especially his
refutation of some of the criticisms passed by Mr. Lang on Mr. Podmore’s
most valuable work Studies in Psychical Research.

Much of what he says is no doubt quite correct, and no one deplores
more than myself the apparent inability of the agency at work in mediumistic
manifestations to supply proofs and tests convincing to the scientific mind ;
and what are we to say of those critics who, after persistently demanding
evidence of this character, deliberately shut their eyes when something of
the kind is really offered them, and pass on ?

With all respect to Mr. Podmore I submit that this is precisely the
attitude he is maintaining toward the “Physical Phenomena ” of Spiritualism,
as the following examples will show.

No doubt a ‘‘balance moving in a locked glass case” (Proceedings
XXXIV., p. 138) would be good (why not Sir Wm. Crookes’s experiment
on movements of ‘‘a pendulum enclosed in a glass case firmly cemented to
the wall ” ?) but ought not the upsetting of objects in a room with doors and
windows closed and sealed be equally, or almost equally, good. Now this has
been done by one investigator at least, who is a corresponding member of
the S.P.R. besides; viz., Dr. Dariex, of Paris (see Proceedings VIL., p. 197);
in that case the objects upset being chairs, the room being Dr. D’s own ; the
experiments being watched by a committee of friends. And yet in his above
mentioned work Mr. Podmore entirely ignores the case in question, quite
vegardless of the fact that it ought to come within the limits of what he
considers a ““test-case.”

Another example. Sir Wm. Crookes’s experiment with Mrvs. Fay (with
the medium’s hands grasping two wires attached to a battery) has always
been regarded as a most conclusive one, even by those who—like myself—do
not wish to press any incideuts in the career of so suspicious a medium as
evidentially cogent. Now what does Mr. Podmore do? He mentions the
case in question, but does not even attempt the ghost of an explanation,
which is still more illogical than ignoring it altogether. (Studies in
Psychical Research, page 62.)

Again, it is all very well to speak about the desirability of obtaining
independent writing in securely locked slates or hemetically sealed glass
tubes. To my mind (and why not to Mr. Podmore’s ?) a few words, written
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“‘independently” by a slate pencil, without any locks or seals but in full view,
would be just as convincing, if not more. For there is nothing like seeing
for oneself ! Well, cases of the kind do exist. Professor Elliott Coues and
Mr. William. Emmette Coleman, of San Francisco, have testified in print*
to obtaining ‘‘direct” writing under such conditions. Why their evidence
should be absolutely ignored in a work which pretends to deal with all
scientific testimony to the ‘‘Physical Phenomena” of Spiritualism is a
riddle I am unable to solve. Here are two gentlemen of scientific eminence,
one of them, a member of the S.P.R., (Mr. Coleman) widely known as an
exposer of mediumistic frauds (surely a circumstance of some weight!)
who come forward and say that, when sitting with a particular medium, they
have repeatedly seen the pencil write of itself upon the slate—whether
partly held under the table or simply in the medium’s hand without any
table at all being used ; and that in this way intelligible messages were
obtained. Well—they may say what they like, in a scientific work which
precisely discusses independent slate-writing at length, their testimony is not
8o much as hinted at !

I might adduce other instances of slate-pencils visibly writing ; in various
articles printed in the Religio-Philosophic Jowrnal for 1891, Mr. Coleman
mentions other similar cases; and I have reason to believe that in his
opinion genuine ‘¢ psychography ” still occurs in Mrs. Francis’s presence up
to the present day. I might also refer Mr. Podmore to a letter by ¢ Harry
Allis” (a well-known writer on the staff of the Journal des Débats now
deceased) printed in Dr. P. Gibier’s L’ Analyse des Choses, who speaks of
witnessing something of the kind with Henry Slade ; but I do not lay stress
on any case but Dr. Coues’s as distinctly conclusive of a really supernormal
character.

Well, with such instances before us of the treatment some of the evidence
for ¢‘Physical Phenomena ” has received at Mr. Podmore’s hands, we may
be justified in thinking that in other cases too his attitude, though at first
sight, perhaps, less unjustifiable, has in fact also been but little in accordance
with actual events, and in any case the fact of his having completely ignored
in Studies in Psychical Research some of the phenomena which approach his
evidential standard the nearest, should certainly detract something from the
value of his more recent criticisms.—I am, Yours very truly.

MicHAEL PETROVO-SOLOVOVO.

CASES.

G. 260.

The following case, though doubtful of interpretation, appears not
without interest. The important fact about it is the double experi-
ence, each independently verified. As Mr. C suggests, however,

* Religio-Philosophic Journal, February 27th, 1892 (** Independent Slate-Writing
a Fact in Nature,” by Professor Coues), and a few weeks later, Mr. Coleman’s
corroboration.
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it appears possible that a purely natural cause can be advanced, an
attempt at burglary in a room that might possess a secret entrance,
although a burglar might have done better to take the jewellery from
the dressing-table before feeling under the sleeper’s pillow. Nothing
further has transpired concerning any past history or future experience
in the hotel in question.

Mrs. C

Having lately returned from the Tyrol, I venture to send you a strange
and unpleasant incident which occurred to me at a hotel on the Italian side
at ——. We had written for a room, but, on arrival, the landlord apolo-
gised rather unnecessarily for taking us to a room on the second floor, in
what seemed the older part of the building. Our room was at the end of a
corridor, but the entrance door opened in a sort of lobby projecting into the
room.. In the recess or alcove formed by this projection stood the two beds,
more than a yard apart, with a closed up door between, in front of which
were two night tables blocking the door. In the paper on the wall, between
my bed and the lobby, there were cracks as if a door had been closed up
there also, and there was another on the wall to the right as one entered
the room, behind a tall chest of drawers, also closed up. There were three
windows. I had gone to bed. How long I slept I don’t know, but I woke
up with a pull at my bedclothes, gentle, sudden, and decided, and a feeling
of something near me. I then heard what seemed retreating footsteps
down the corridor. I called out to my husband that there was someone in
the room. (I should say the door had been locked and was found so in the
morning.) His answer was, ‘‘Nonsense! You have had a nightmare ”—
and he went asleep again. A short time afterwards (I again can’t say how
long, but I had remained quite awake), my husband, in a very low voice,
said, ‘“ Are you awake? I think you are right.” He got up, lighted the
candle, and examined every part of the room, looking under the beds, into
a wardrobe for ladies’ dresses next the third window, and tried the wall in
places where there seemed to be the secret doors. No thing or person was
found. He then told me he had felt what seemed to him a small hand softly
pushing under his right side and arms, and that he had some difficulty in
awaking and bringing his senses to bear. Not being easy I kept the candle
alight. My husband went tosleep again, but I endeavoured to remain awake.
However, I undoubtedly dozed off, and my next impression was that a soft
hand was pressing and feeling under my side and arm. Half awake and half
asleep, with a sense of suffocation, I called out ‘‘Don’t ! Goaway!” I then
became quite conscious, and heard a very heavy tread overhead (there was no
floor above us), then a thud on the floor, and then dead silence. I fancied
alsoI heard a cart drive away in the distance. Morning was breaking. My
mind now seemed quite calmed as if all was over, and I slept till we were
called. This might all, perhaps, be accounted for by ordinary nightmare,
but the curious fact is that we each of us had much the same experience, and
my husband was sufficiently struck to interrogate the landlord on what had
occurred, and asked if he knew of any event supposed to have taken place

writes as follows :—
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on the preinises—this, needless to say, without any satisfactory reply. The
landlord was a young man, and had not been there many years. It does not
appear probable that anyone, either grown up or child, could well have
escaped from the room when my husband made his examination. He looked
under the beds first. The doors referred to above had all been examined
before he retired. and were also blocked by furniture. There may have been
a trapdoor undiscovered. We left early in the morning, and there was no
time to make a further search. My husband had his watch and money under
his pillow, but all my few ornaments, rings, and watch were on the dressing-
table.

Mr. C adds the following details :—

We had dinner as soon as we could, and went to our room almost directly
afterwards. I was asleep, I believe, before my wife got into bed. She
woke me up, saying, ‘‘I think there is someone in the room.” T answered,
¢ Nonsense, nightmare,” and went to sleep again. My next sensation, a
half-conscious one (I can’t say how long after), was that a small hand was
feeling against my right side, and being thrust very gently under it towards
my watch and purse under the pillow. (My face was outwards, towards
Mrs. C——'s bed.) I did not wake very readily, and I seemed to have an
effort in regaining my consciousness. As soon as I did get awake, I called
my wife by name, and in a low voice said, *“ Are you awake? I think you
are right.” I then got up, lit the candle, which was close to my side, and
searched the room, as described previously, without result. I told my wife
what I had fancied and felt, and then slept till just before we were called.
I was certainly tired and dined late, and should have said the whole was
the result of indigestion, but it is curious that, to a certain extent, we both
experienced the same sensations. Another and more probable solution is,
that there may have been someone in the room—possibly a child ; but how
he got out of it while I lit my candle is beyond my comprehension, unless
he slid down from the window, which was open. Yet here again we were on
the second floor, and there was, as far as I can remember, no trellis work or
creepers against the house wall ; and supposing a burglar, he failed to take
away anything, although my wife had left her rings and other things on her
dressing-table. I know nothing about the house.

L. Cl. 1110. Hypermnesic Dream.

The following case, received from Mrs. Wynford Philipps, 5, South
Eaton Place, S.W., belongs to a class of which we have printed at
different times several examples. The question is of course between
hypermnesia and clairvoyance ,—between a recollection emergent in
sleep of something subliminally noted during the waking search, and a
“clairvoyant excursion” during sleep, in which the lost object is for
the first time discerned. The present case does not necessarily carry
us beyond the former alternative.
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Statement concerning the finding of a Brooch and Watch.

In the spring of 1896 I lost a gold half-hunter watch, attached to my
‘dress by a small diamond brooch. The loss occurred as I was walking about
with friends in garden and stables of Lydsleys Haven, Pembrokeshire, be-
tween 4.20 and 5 in the afternoon.

Soon after returning to the house I missed the watch and brooch, and as
I attached special value to them, we caused the whole garden, gravel walks,
and stables to be examined by a number of boys and men, and all the straw
in the stables to be carefully sifted. Still they could not be found.

That night T dreamed vividly that 1 saw the watech and brooch on the
very path that I had examined vainly myself, and which had been investi-
gated by all the searchers. Next morning, immediately on waking, T remem-
bered the dream, and went straight to the place where the watch was lying,
half hidden by gravel. I at once told all in the house exactly what had
happened, and the signature of one of the witnesses is here appended as well

as my own. Nora PHiLIPPS.

I took an active part in the search, and heard the dream from Mrs.
Philipps before she went out in the morning.
A. C. Hewar, Secretary.

P. 259.

The following incident seems to have been carefully watched and
recorded, and to have been published, with names of guarantors,
immediately after the event. It is extracted from a pamphlet, entitled
Spiritualisme: Faits Curieux, par Paul Auguez, Dentu, Paris, 1858 :—

On December 10th, 1857, we addressed the following letter to M. Morin,
vice-president of the Société du Mesmérisme, asking him to keep the letter
sealed until the complete fulfilment of the sad cvent of which we related the
prediction. The said prediction was as clearly expressed as it was wonder-
ful in the extraordinary method of production. We retained a copy of this
letter word for word. The original, stamped with the postmark, has been
returned to us, after the verification of its date and contents, under the
following circumstances :—

¢“Sir,—About a year ago, after a fruitless experiment in hydromancy,*
-a young lady, who was with us making these experiments, suddenly saw a
very strange scene reflected on the polished surface of a glass into which she
had been looking a few minutes before. 5

‘¢ She saw, she said, a room containing two beds. In one of these she
'saw quite distinctly a sick person, whose distorted features betokened the
-approach of death.

‘¢ Around this bed were standing several people, amongst whom she could
distinguish a young woman and two children, all three dressed in black.

‘*Being much astonished at this vision, and not knowing with what to
-connect it, we asked the experimenter if these persons were known to her.

* Divination by means of pictures, which are delineated in the water before the
-eyes of the seer.
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She replied at once that the dying man seemed to her to be a friend of
ours, M. X., an employé in a government oftfice, and that the three persons.
dressed in black must be his wife and his two sons.

¢¢ Although this appeared very strange, we did not attach much import-
ance to the matter, for M. X. had a strong constitution, and at that time
was in good health.

‘‘ However, about three months ago—that is to say about nine months
after the vision of which we have given an account—M. X. was suddenly
attacked by acute bronchitis and congestion of the lungs ; but although his
illness was pronounced by the doctor to be rather serious, it did not cause
any great uneasiness.

“Then the fatal prediction came into our minds, and we were very
anxious about the condition of our friend, which became more and more
distressing.

¢ A few weeks ago the disease assumed a more serious character, and as
the arrangement of the apartments in which he was living made it impossible
to nurse him efliciently, he determined to take advantage of the privilege
attached to his position as government official, and was moved to Val-de-

Grice. .
¢ At the time of writing this letter, the invalid, finding himself somewhat

better, has just been taken to the house of a relation, where he hopes to
stay during his convalescence.

¢¢ At the same time, the disease has not diminished in severity, although
it is stationary. This is how matters stand to-day, December 10th, 1857.

““As far as we are concerned, however, the prediction is in some
measure fulfilled. Indeed, who would ever have thought that a young man,
in full strength, would, in such a short time, be in such a state as he is to-
day? Who would have supposed that anyone who lived in such comfortable
circumstances as our unfortunate friend would be obliged by the force of
circumstances to have himself taken to a hospital ? Who could have fore-
seen that his family, who had been seen dressed in black, should happen
just at that time to be in mourning for a relation who had died a short time
previously ?

¢“We must add further that since M. X. was moved to the house of his
relation, after attempts to obtain communications by means of a table,
for several evenings, a message, giving the name of M. X., appeared
spontaneously. Among other things sald, in reply to questions wsked were
the words : —¢ Death warning ! !

““We heard later on that at the blme when thess manifestations occurred,
M. X. was lying in a state of lethargic stupor, in consequence of the doses
of opium given him to induce sleep.”

Paris, December 10th, 1857.

M. X. died a month after this letter was sent. It was read by us in the
presence of MM. le Baron du Potet, Petit d’'Ormoy and Morin, who, after
having considered all the circumstances, and having verified the date of the
post-mark, December 11th, certified that the details therein contained were
absolutely accurate.
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF MEMBERS OF
THE SOCIETY.

The Annual General Meeting of Members of the Society for
Psychical Research was held at the Westminster Town Hall on
January 27th, at 3 p.m., the President, Sir William Crookes, F.R.S.,
in the chair. '

The Notice convening the Meeting was read.

The President said this was the third Annual General Meeting of
Members held since the incorporation of the Society in the autumn of
1895. 1In that time the Society has had a career of considerable
prosperity, whether judged by increase in number of members, or in
regard to the importance of the work done, and published in the
Proceedings. Of the six retiring Members of Council at the end of
1898, one, Col. Hartley, had been removed by death. A seventh
vacancy is also occasioned by the death of Mr. R. Pearsall Smith
early last year. The other five retiring members all offer themselves



FEn., 1899.] Meeting of the Council. 19

for re-election. Two other members had also been nominated, These
seven nominations being sufficient to fill up the vacancies in the
elected Members of the Council, the President said that he had only
to declare that the following were duly elected Members of the
Council :—A. W. Barrett, M.B,, J. Milne Bramwell, M.B., Professor
Oliver J. Lodge, F.R.S., Mr. Frank Podmore, Professor H. Sidg-
wick, Sir A. K. Stephenson, K.C.B., Q.C., and Professor J. J.
Thomson, F.R.S.

The President went on to say that he had before him an audited
statement of the Incowe and Expenditure during 1898, which would,
as usual, be printed in the Jowrnal. The Auditor says in his
accompanying letter : —* I have pleasure in again bearing testimony to
the good order in which your Secretary has kept the books, which I
have just audited as to the year 1898.” The statement of Assets and
Liabilities at the end of 1898 showed an improvement in the position
of the Society during the year of about £70. This was in great
measure due to the increased sale of the Proceedings, outside the
Society, especially of Part XXXIII., containing Dr. Hodgson’s report
on Mrs. Piper.

In reference to the present position of the Society, the President
said that the total number of names of all classes on the list of the
Society on January 1st, 1898, was 911. The elections during the year
1898 had been 77. Against these were to be set 29 resignations,
16 removals by death, and 8 names struck off the list, of persons who
had been lost sight of, or who had become merely nominal members,
thus showing the number of the Society at the commencement of the
present year to be 935.

A considerable number of elections took place during the year in
the American Branch, but owing to deaths and resignations at the
close of 1898, the net result is a gain of one, increasing the number to
415. Tt is, however, satisfactory to note that the slight diminution of
the previous year has not continued. )

The President invited remarks from members present. A member
made an inquiry as to the ‘Second Sight Fund,” which was replied to.
There being no further response, the President declared the meeting
closed.

MEETING OF THE COUNCIL.

The Council met at the close of the Annual General Meeting above
reported. The President, Sir William Crookes, F.R.S., occupied the
chair. There were also present, Mr. F. W. H. Myers, Mr. St, George
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Lane Fox Pitt, Mr. Sydney C. Scott, Mr. H. Arthur Smith, Dr. C.
Lloyd Tuckey, and Dr. A. Wallace.

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and signed as correct.

Report was made that the Annual General Meeting had been held,
and that Members of Council had been elected as stated above.

Sir William Crookes, F.R.S., was re-clected President of the
Society for the ensuing year.

Mr. H. Arthur Smith was re-elected as Hon. Treasurer, and Mr,
F. W. H. Myers as Hon. Secretary, and Mr. Arthur Miall as Auditor
for the ensuing year.

On the proposal of the President, Professor W. F. Barrett and
Professor H. Sidgwick were elected Honorary Members of the Society ;
and on the proposition of Mr. F. W. H. Myers, Mr. Alexander N.
Aksakof, of St. Petersburg, was also elected an Honorary Member.

On the proposal of Mr. F, W. H. Myers, Mr. Donald Murray, of
New South Wales, was elected an Hon. Associate for the current
year.

The following were co-opted as Members of Council for the ensuing
year :—Mr. St. George Lane Fox Pitt, Dr. R. Hodgson, Mr. Registrar
Hood, Dr. G. F. Rogers, Dr. C. Lloyd Tuckey, and Dr. A. Wallace.

The Hon. E. Feilding and Mr. J. G. Smith were proposed for
co-optation on the Council at its next Meeting.

Committees were elected as follows, with power to add to their
number :—-

Committee of Reference.—Professor W. F. Barrett, Sir W. Crookes,
Dr. R. Hodgson, Dr. W. Leaf, Professor O. J. Lodge, Mr. F. W. H.
Myers, Lord Rayleigh, Professor H. Sidgwick, Professor J. J.
Thomson, Dr. J. Venn, and Mrs. Verrall.

Library Committee.—Dr. J. Milne Bramwell, Hon. E. Feilding,
Mr. F. W. H. Myers, and Dr. C. Lloyd Tuckey. -

Hypnotic Committee.—Dr. A. W. Barrett, Dr. J. Milne Bramwell,
Hon. E. Feilding, Dr. R. Hodgson, Dr. W. Leaf, Mr. St. George Lane
Fox Pitt, Mr. F. Podmore, Mr. J. G. Smith, Dr. C. Lloyd Tuckey, Dr.
A. Wallace, and Mr. E. Westlake.

House and Finance Committee.—Mr. Sydney C. Scott, Mr. H.
Arthur Smith, and Lieut.-Colonel G. L. Le M. Taylor.

The existing lists of Honorary Associates and of Corresponding
Members were confirmed for the ensuing year.

Three new Members and thirteen new Associates, whose names and
addresses are given above, were elected. The election of fourteen new
Associates of the American Branch was also recorded.
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The Council recorded with regret the death of four Associates of
the Society :—Mr. Clement H. Hill, Mr. William B. Hutchinson, Rev.
F. Synge, and Mrs. Tatham Warter.

The resignation of eleven Associates, who for various reasons
desired to terminate their connection with the Society at the end of
1898, was accepted.

The name of Mrs. Sutherland Orr was at her request transferred
from the list of Associates to that of Members.

The Council acknowledged with thanks some presents to the
library, including a bound copy of Light for 1898 from the London
Spiritualist Alliance.

The audited Statement of Accounts was referred to the House and
Finance Committee, who were requested to prepare an estimate of
income and expenditure for the current year, and present it with their
report to the next meeting of the Council.

It was agreed that the next meeting of the Council should be held
on Friday the 10th of March, at 19, Buckingham Street, W.C.,, at
4.30 p.m.

Nore.—The Report of the General Meeting held on January 27th,
and the Statement of Income and Expenditure for 1898, will appear in
the March Journal.

COLONEL DE ROCHAS MUSICAL SENSITIVE.

The following extracts from a letter of Colonel de Rochas, Director
of the Ecole Polytechnique of Paris, will be of interest to musical readers.
He is describing a hypnotic sensitive, who responds, as he believes,
with a kind of subliminal delicacy of perception, to a certain intrinsic
significance of musical notes or phrases. It is not easy to see how
such a response can be ‘“made evidential,” but there is nothing
incredible in a heightening of wsthetic sensibility in the hypnotic
trance.  Colonel de Rochas’ letter is accompanied by photographs
representing the young lady in statuesque attitudes determined by
musical phrases. She is, he adds, perfectly ¢ convenable,” and open to
engagement for drawing-room gatherings or for scientific observation.
The further phenomenon here mentioned of “exteriorisation of
sensibility,”—the transference of sensation from the sensitive’s own body
to some external object—has not been satisfactorily reproduced, so far
as we know, by English observers, nor is it clear what part suggestion
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may have played in the recorded experiments. But here are M. de
Rochas’ remarks on his subject’s musical sensibility :—

¢¢In Mle. Lina, who presents the phenomenon of exteriorisation of sensi-
bility to a remarkable degree, I separate (déclanche), so to say, her psychical
body from her spirit, so that, by reflex action, the music of a passion produces
automatically the gesture appropriate to that passion, although the subject’s
spirit does not perceive the music. The effect becomes intense through this
suppression of the intermediary. Curious observations can thus be made
upon cerebral localisations. Certain notes —the dominant, the mediant, (or
3rd note), the leading note (major 7th or sensible note), the keynote (or
tonic)—produce in whatever key, when the subject is attuned to it by a few
chords, movement of certain parts of the body, always the same. Thus the
mediant sets the hips in motion, the dominant and sub-dominant the hands,
the leading note the lips, etc. When one of these notes returns often in the
music of a dance, for instance, the corresponding part of the body is set in
motion, so that one can compose music which shall set going movements
characteristic of certain oriental dances.

¢‘ Thus for instance a musician among our group brought with him (without
saying anything to Lina) some notes which he had taken of the Javanese
dance, at the time of the Erxposition, and he played the inusic, never
previously played in this fashion. Lina at once executed the Ja.wanese
dance, which consists of movements of the hands alone.”

CORRESPONDENCE.

[The Editor is not responsible for opinions expressed by Correspondents.]

Mr. PopMorE oN CLAIRVOVANCE AND POLTERGEISTS.
(To the Editor of the JOURNAL OF THE SOCIETY YOR PsvcHIcAL RESEARCH.)

Sir,—Will you allow me to make a few remarks on the treatment of
these questions by Mr. Podmore in the Proceedings for December, 1898 ?
In my opinion the credit of the Society as a body for the scientific investiga-
tion of a variety of very remarkable and little known phenomena is seriously
injured by the method he has adopted—that of omitting to refer to the best
evidence in the matters he discusses, giving prominence to every possible
supposition of imposture on the part of the agents and of incompetence on
the part of the observers, and then stating his adverse conclusions with a
confidence and authority which should only be displayed after a full
presentation and unprejudiced discussion of the whole evidence available.
I will only refer to a few examples to justify this statement, as I have neither
time nor inclination, nor is it here necessary, to do more.

Mr. Podmore devotes more than five pages to the case of Alexis Didier,
who, he endeavours to show, might have been, and, therefore, probably was,
an impostor. He first describes the mode of bandaging the eyes *¢ generally,”
which was not the more effective mode usually adopted as described by Dr.
Lee and others. He then states that, from the detailed descriptions of many
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observers, he concludes that ¢ the power exercised by Alexis was perfectly
normal ”—that is, that he saw with his eyes in the ordinary way, and that
his reading sealed letters, describing the contents of closed boxes, and
playing ecarté rapidly and often telling his opponents’ cards as well as his
own, were, or might have been, all clever trickery. Every difficult case
quoted is explained on this assumption, though acknowledging that this
explanation was not necessarily correct. But he continually dwells on the
possibility of fraud, on the agents having highly-trained confederates, on the
simplicity of the numerous witnesses, and on the fact that ‘‘the reports
which we possess are mostly at second-hand.”

But in a very well-known work, Dr. Edwin Lee’s Animal Magnetism, that
physician reports, from personal observation, fourteen séances in Brighton
and Hastings at which a large number of experiments were made, far the
greater number of which were entirely successful, and many very remarkable.
Especially so was the description of a tin box and its contents in the
coroner’s office at Norwich, Dr. Lee having put into the medium’s hands a
letter from the coroner in which this box was referged to as a test (p. 257).
The reading of passages in books several pages in advance is what Mr.
Podmore considers to be ‘‘most strongly suggestive of trickery” ; but Dr.
Lee gives numerous cases where no opportunity for trickery existed. The
books were often brought by visitors as being old or uncommon, they were
opened at any page and Alexis marked a line and was then asked toread the
same line 10 or 20 pages in advance. The line given by him was usually
found at the same level but not at the same number of pages from the open
page. Many sceptics applied this test with books of their own, and in some
cases the sentences read were quite unexpected and unusual. Mr. Podmore
states that in the accounts he has read, when sealed packages were given
him ‘the seal must be broken and the contents shown to a sympathetic
witness ” ; but in the long series of experiments of this nature reported by
Dr. Lee, I find that this condition was required only in one or two cases,
while many sealed packets are stated to have been described correctly while
unopened.

The card-playing, which Mr. Podmore considers to be ‘‘most probably
deliberate fraud,” happens to be that as to which the evidence that it was
not fraud is most conclusive. It occurred at almost every séance, and in a
number of cases cards were named correctly as they lay upon the table
backs upwards, while on one occasion a large folio volume was placed
upright between the two players without preventing Alexis from naming the
cards in his opponent’s hand. But the absolute proof of the reality of the
clairvoyance while card-playing is the evidence of Robert Houdin, who has
been called the prince of conjurers and to whom everything that could be
done with cards was perfectly familiar.

At the request of the Marquis de Mirville he had two séances with
Alexis, and certified in writing that he found it ‘‘impossible” to class the
phenomena ‘‘among the tricks which are the objects of my art.” And after
the second séance he wrote-—‘¢1 therefore came away from this séance as
astonished as any one can be, and fully convinced that it would be quite
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mpossible for any one to produce such surprising effects by mere skill.”*
With such testimony as this, and that of Dr. Lee himself, what is the value
of Mr. Podmore’s suggestions of ‘‘deliberate fraud,” or at the best of
‘“unconscious jugglery ” when in the trance state, together with his final
suggestion of an elaborate ‘‘intelligence department,” and of ¢ highly-
trained confederates” as an explanation ‘‘not to be summarily dismissed ”’ ?

And such explanations as this, given as the result of an examination of
the best evidence, are the more futile when we consider the mass of first-
class personal testimony to the reality of clairvoyance of the same nature as
that of Alexis that is accessible to every enquirer. Such are those by the
late Professor Gregory in his Letters on Animal Magnetism (pp. 395-408)
forming absolutely conclusive tests through an ignorant girl who could not
read or write, and of a character more marvellous than any of the clairvoy-
ance of Alexis. Other cases with the same medium are recorded by Dr.
Joseph Haddock, M.D., of Bolton, who had her in charge as a patient,
in the Appendix to his work on Somnolism and Psycheism. In three
separate cases this girl recovered lost property when all other means had
failed ; besides successfully describing distant persons and events unknown
to any of the persons near her. Dr. Herbert Mayo, in his Letters on the
Truths contwined in Popular Superstitions, gives a successful test experi-
ment with a Parisian clairvoyante, he being at the time in Prussia. And
besides these we have the Report of the Commission of the Acudémie
Royale de DMédecine strongly aflirming the reality of clairvoyance. But all
this evidence of men of the highest character and ability, after careful and
often long-continued personal observation and test, is wholly ignored by
Mr. Podmore in his attempt to show that Alexis might have been, and
probably was, an impostor. I submit that such a mode of treating this
important subject is utterly unseientific, is opposed to the rules of evidence
and of common sense, and is unworthy of the prominent place it occupies in
the Proceedings of the Society.

The same defects in an even more exaggerated form are found in his
conclusions as to ¢‘Poltergeists” given in his review of Mr. Andrew Lang’s
Making of Religion in the same number of the Proceedings. He says that he
formerly thought it ‘‘not improbable that there was something inexplicable
in these Poltergeist manifestations.” Now, having taken the eleven cases
investigated by the Society, and, presumably, given due weight to all other
well known records, he concludes :—*¢ I cannot find any evidence that would

* Dr. Lee, in his Animal Magnetism, pp. 162-3, gives the essential part of
Houdin’s two letters ; but in order to understand the full weight of this testimony it
is essential to read De Mirville’s detailed account of his interviews with Houdin, and
of the séances with Alexis, to which Houdin went with the full belief that he could
expose him. This most interesting account occupies the first chapter of De Mirville’s
great work, Des Esprits ct de leurs Manifestations Fluidiques, which is in the Society’s
library. Houdin also tested the reading of closed books; and Alexis informed the
great expert of a fact relating to one of his most intimate friends, which Houdin
declared at the time could not possibly be true, but which he afterwards acknowledged
to be correct. (See Des Esprits, 1., p. 26, footnote.)
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justify such a supposition (that is, that there is anytbing inexplicable in
them) even as a working hypothesis.” Then, after nearly two pages of reply
to Mr. Lang’s eriticisms he thus concludes :—‘For myself, I am grieved to
think that the Poltergeist should go. He was a more picturesque figure than
the naughty little girl who takes his place. There are too many naughty
little girls on this planet already.”

If this judgment is given on the eleven cases alone, the evidence for
which he has adversely criticised, then he should not state in such positive
terms a conclusion founded upon such utterly inadequate evidence. If, on
the other hand, his words—*‘I cannot find any evidence ”—imply that he
has considered the best of the existing testimony, then so positive a conclu-
sion should not be stated without at least pointing out the grounds on which
he rejects it. For it is the case that no class of psychical phenomena rests
on such an extensive basis of well attested facts—facts which were at the
time, and have ever since remained, inexplicable by other than a super-
normal cause. I will, therefore, briefly enumerate a few of the best
attested of these cases for the benefit of such readers as are not acquainted
with them ; seven which occurred during the present century and two
earlier ones.

1. The Drummer of Tedworth, as the disturbances at the house of Mr.
Mompesson in 1662 are usually termed, deserves attention, both because it
presents the main features of all these cases, and especially because it was
recorded by a contemporary and eye-witness of the highest character and of
exceptional ability, the Rev. Joseph Glanvil, a fellow of the Royal Society
and a writer on the Baconian philosophy. - In this case ‘‘ the naughty little
girl” was 10 years old, and the disturbances continued for two years, to the
great distress of Mr. Mompesson who would have been delighted to have
had the cause of it discovered. —The disturbances consisted of various
noises, knockings, scratchings, and drums heard as if over the house;
shaking of the floor and of the whole house ; the children’s clothes and other
articles thrown about the room, and chairs and stools moving about by
themselves in the presence of numerous witnesses. The noises were some-
times so loud that they were heard in the fields near and even awakened
people in the village at a considerable distance. Mr. Glanvil himseif heard
the knocks and scratchings continuing for half an hour while the children on
whose bed it occurred were lying quite still with their hands outside. He
also heard loud pantings as of a large dog, which was so violent as to
cause the windows and the whole room to shake. The account is given in
considerable detail in Glanvil's Sadducismus Triumphatus, and I cannot
understand how anyone admitting, as Mr. Podmore does, that ‘it is solely
a question of evidence,” can come to the conclusion that we have here no
evidence of anything inexplicable, ‘‘ even as a working hypothesis.”

2. Half a century later, in 1716, we have the remarkable disturbances at
Epworth Parsonage, Lincolnshire, where the Rev. Samuel Wesley was
rector. Here again we find exceptionally good contemporary records by
various members of the Wesley family, all far above the average in
intelligence and freedom from superstition. Samuel Wesley himself kept
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a journal in which all the chief occurrences were described, and there are
also numerous letters from various members of the family to their friends
and to John Wesley, describing the various events as they occurred. It is
interesting to note that the manservant who first heard the noises and
witnessed the movements of various articles, had no fear whatever, and
that each member of the family in turn, when told of what had happened,
entirely disbelieved that there was anything that could not be soon explained,
till he or she had witnessed the phenomena, when it was perceived to be
wholly beyond their experience and utterly inexplicable by any known
causes. At length the whole household—nine or ten persons—witnessed the
disturbances, Mr. Samuel Wesley being the last and most incredulous, and
he too was forced to admit that they were wholly abnormal.

The noises were of various kinds, knockings, footsteps, and creaking or
drumming noises, which moved about to various parts of the house while
being followed, but no cause for which could ever be detected. Often there
were tremendous bangings and clashings as if heavy lumps of coal were
rolling down the stairs, or all the glass and china in a cupboard smashed to
pieces, yet nothing could be found. Movements were also varied. Hand-
mills were whirled round, windows rattled, door-latches moved up and down
making a great clatter. On one occasion, when Mr. Wesley went to his
study, of which he always kept the key, the door was pushed back against
him as if by a person inside, but there was nobody. Then began a knocking
in various parts of the room, and he was pushed against his desk as by an
invisible person. Often the noises were so loud and varied that for the
greater part of the night no one could sleep. The disturbances lasted with
more or less violence for two months and then wholly ceased. Many of the
sounds were of a nature that no one could imitate, and were often such that
no person could produce without instant detection. The letters and journal
were preserved and were published by Priestly in 1791, and by Dr. Adam
Clarke in his Memoirs of the Wesley Family; while John Wesley himself,
in 1720, collected the evidence of all the witnesses and published his account
_ in the Arminian Magazine.

Here surely is another case in which the evidence of ‘something
inexplicable ” is both good in itself and demonstrative of inexplicability.
It is widely known and easily accessible. Yet Mr. Podmore says :—“I
cannot find any evidence” to justify the supposition of ‘‘inexplicability.”

3. Coming to the present century we have first the case of the castle
of Slawensik, in Silesia, in 1807. These disturbances were witnessed by
Councillor Hahn and Cornet Kern, both young men of good education and in
perfect health, and free from all superstitious ideas. For more than two
months they witnessed almost daily and nightly the most extraordinary
phenomena. Pieces of lime appeared to fall from the ceiling and flew about
the room to such an extent that the whole floor and tables were often
covered, yet the closest examination could not detect any sign of its having
come from the ceiling. Noises were heard like hammering on boards or the
sounds of distant artillery. But most extraordinary were the movements of
almost every loose article in the room, such as knives, forks, brushes,
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slippers, soap, candlesticks. Sometimes these things would rise from the
table before the eyes of both of them and then fall to the floor. Many
other persons, officers, inspectors, tradesmen, and visitors saw the same
things, and no witness of them could ever suggest a natural explanation.
Hahn soon became greatly interested in these strange occurrences, applied
many tests and kept a careful record of them. And he especially notes, in
reply to the objection of delusion, that whenever several persous were
present, after each abnormal event he asked each person what he saw or
heard, and in every case all witnessed the same thing ; while many of the
phenomena happened while he was entirely alone.

He gave his narrative of these events to Dr. Justinus Kerner, who has
published it in his book on the Seeress of Prevorst (pp. 274-289 of Mrs.
Crowe’s translation), and a good abstract is given in Dale Owen’s Footfalls.
Here again we have absolutely inexplicable occurrences, and the evidence
for them must certainly be classed as exceptionally good.

4. We now come to the remarkable bell-ringing at Major Moor’s house,
Great Bealings, near Woodbridge, Suffolk, in 1834. It began on February
2nd, and continued almost daily till March 27th. The most careful exam-
ination and observation by the Major and his friends failed to discover any
natural cause. All the bells rang either together or separately, except the
front door bell, which would be the most easy to play tricks with. They
rang just the same when all the servants were brought together by Major
Moor; and also in the presence of reporters and others. The violence of the
peals and the rapidity of the moving bells could not be imitated. Major
Moor wrote an account of the disturbance in a letter to the Ipswich Jowrnal,
and besides many inadequate or foolish attempts at explanation he received
letters from all parts of the kingdom describing similar occurrences in various
houses. A clergyman, who wrote from a rectory in Norfolk, described
various loud and disturbing noises resembling those at Epworth, which had
been heard by himself and family for nearly nine years, and which could be
traced for sixty years back. Lieutenant Rivers had equally mysterious bell-
ringing with those at Bealings in his rooms at Greenwich Hospital. Constant
watching by himself, by friends, by the official surveyor and bell-hanger,
failed to discover any cause whatever. This ringing lasted four days.

In a little hook called Bealings Bells Major Moor gives an account of
his own case and those of the various other persons who had communicated
with him ; and the whole constitutes a body of facts attested on the best
possible evidence, which is alone sufficient to demonstrate that *‘something
inexplicable ” of which Mr. Podmore declares he cannot find any good
evidence at all ! ¥

5. In 1838 a violent outbreak of stone throwing and other disturbances
occurred at the farmhouse of Banchory, in Aberdeenshire. On the 5th
of December and for five days after, great numbers of sticks, stones, and
earth-clods flew about the yard and struck the house. Hundreds of persons

* This book is in the library of the Society, and a good summary of the facts is
given in Owen’s Debatable Land, pp. 239-245.
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came from far and near to see the marvel and none could find any cause.
Then for two weeks the disturbances occurred inside the house,where knives,
plates, mustard pots, flat irons, and many other articles flew about the room
or came down the chimney. Sometimes they flew from room to room ; and
there were also tremendous knockings on the doors and roof, while sticks
and stones flew against the windows and broke them. People for 20 miles
round came to see the phenomena, including farmers, gentry and clergy-
men, but could find no explanation. At length the two servant-girls were
‘‘strictly examined ” and sent to prison, and as the disturbances then ceased
the conclusion seemed to be that they must have done it all, although of the
hundreds who had been present no one ever saw them do a single thing.
The phenomena were closely like those at the castle of Slawensik, and
suggest a common cause. The case is reported by Mackay in his Popuiar
Delusions and is summarised in Owen’s Footfulls, p. 183.

6. The case of Mary Jobson of Sunderland, in 1839, is especially in-
teresting because she was attended by Dr. Reid Clanny, F.R.S., who
published an account of the extraordinary things witnessed by himself and
also by three other medical men and other persoms, sixteen in all. The
phenomena consisted of violent knocking, footsteps, doors opened and shut,
voices, music, water thrown on the floor, and beautiful designs appearing
on the ceiling, all without any discoverable cause ; and all in presence of a
sick girl of thirteen who had been long treated for a mysterious disease by
bleeding, blistering, and purging which almost killed her. A short abstract
of Dr. Clanny’s publication is given by Howitt in his History of the Super-
natwral, Vol. IL., p. 450. Dr. Clanny was ridiculed and persecuted, but
always maintained his firm conviction of the reality of these inexplicable
phenomena.

7. The disturbances in a burial-vault beneath a chapel in the public
cemetery of Arensburg in the island of Oesel, in 1844, are noteworthy,
because they were officially inquired into by a commission consisting of
Baron de Goldenstubhé, the Bishop of the province, a physician, the Burgo-
master of the town, and two members of the Consistory. The disturbances
consisted in the coffins which had been placed side by side in the vault,
being found, on the occasion of a funeral, to have becn displaced so as to
lie on each other in a confused heap. They were put back in their places
and the doors securely locked, but when privately inspected shortly after-
wards by the Baron who was president of the Consistory, they were found
in the same disorder as before. After satisfying themselves that the
foundations and floor of the vault were untouched, and that there was no
secret entrance, the Commission had the coffins replaced, and fine wood ashes
were strewn over the pavement of the vault, the stairs, and the floor of the
chapel. All the doors were locked and doubly sealed with official seals, and
a guard of soldiers watched the building for three days and nights. Then
the members of the Commission returned, found the seals intact, the ashes
throughout the chapel, stairs, and vault, wholly undisturbed, and with no
marks of footsteps; yet all the coffins but three (as before) were scattered
about in confusion, the lid of one had been forced open, and several others,
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though very heavy, had been set up on end. An official report was drawn up
stating these facts, and was signed by all the members of the Commission ;
it is preserved with the archives of the Consistory, and may be seen by any
respectable visitors. The disturbances are said to have continued for some
months longer, when it was determined to cover the coffins thickly with
earth so as completely to bury them, after which no further disturbances of
any kind took place. The facts are stated by R. D. Owen in his Footfalls,
p- 186, he having obtained them, in 1859, from the daughter and son of
Baron Goldenstubbé, who were living near at the time and heard of all the
occurrences when they happened. Here, again, we have the best evidence
as to occurrences which were, and are, wholly inexplicable.

8. Stone-throwing in Paris. This is remarkable as having been watched
by the police for three weeks continuously without detecting the cause. A
small house in a populous quarter, but isolated by the removal of other
houses, was, as stated in the police report, assailed ‘‘every evening and
through the whole night by a hail of projectiles which, from their bulk and
the violence with which they have been thrown, have done such destruction
that it has been laid open to the day, and the woodwork of the doors and
windows reduced to shivers, as if it had sustained a siege, aided by a
catapult or grape shot.” The stones, etc., appeared to come from a great
height in the air, and all the powers of the police, employed day and night
on the spot, were never able to discover the cause.

This case is referred to in Owen’s Footfalls, but a fuller account is given
by De Mirville in his work Des Esprits. 1 have given a full account,
translated from La Gazette des Tribunaux (the official organ of the French
police), in my Miracles and Modern Spiritualism, p. 284, which was verified
by a literary friend at the British Museum as an exact translation. A later
notice declared that ‘‘the phenomena remain inexplicable,”” and De Mirville
tells us that uearly a year afterwards he enquired of the police, of the
Gazette, and of the owner of the house, who had suffered serious loss both in
house and furniture, but nothing whatever had been discovered. (Des
Esprits, Vol. I, p. 384.) Yet Mr. Podmore tells us that he can find no
evidence of any such inexplicable occurrences !

9. The next, and in some respects the most remarkable case to be cited,
is that of the disturbances in the house of the parish priest of Cideville,
Seine Inferieure, in 1851, which lasted two months and a-half, and was the
subject of a law-suit for defamation of character, during which all the main
facts were legally established and duly recorded. The story is a long and
interesting one, and is given in full detail in Dale Owen’s Footfalls, pp. 195-
203, and, briefly, in my Miracles and Modern Spiritualism, p. 79.

The phenomena were much the same as in the other more violent
disturbances already described. Tremendous knockings, scratchings, and
shakings of the house occurred, sometimes as if everyone in the house were
simultaneously beating the floors with mallets ; fire-irons, hammers, tables,
desks, and other articles moved about the rooms in the presence of many
witnesses, without any apparent cause. The Marquis de Mirville, who
owned property in the neighbourhood, the Mayor of Cideville, and many of
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the gentlemen, ladies, and clergy of the country round, witnessed these
phenomena and gave evidence before the court, which sat while the disturb-
ances were still going on. A full summary of this case is given by De
Mirville ; with the detailed judgment of the Court and the more important
parts of the evidence (Des HEsprits, Vol. I., Chap. XI.) and every reader of
this narrative must agree with Dale Owen’s concluding remark, ‘I doubt
if it be possible to find a case more explicit or better authenticated than the
foregoing.”

In conclusion, I maintain strongly that the nine cases I have here briefly
swmmarised rest upon emphatically good evidence, and are of such a nature
as to be quite inexplicable on any supposition of delusion or imposture. And
further, I maintain that they are quite as worthy of attention and of equal
weight, as if they had been observed and described by Mr. Podmore himself
or by any of the most trusted members of the Society for Psychical Research ;
while they rest on better evidence, and have every one of them greater
importance whether on account of their duration, the nature of the
phenomena observed, or the character and ability of the witnesses than even
the best of the eleven cases by criticising which Mr. Podmore founds his
general conclusion, that he can find no evidence whatever of any of these
phenomena being genuine or even ‘‘inexplicable,” and that the only
“Poltergeists” are ‘‘naughty little girls.” I therefore urge that his mode
of treatment as regards this wide-spread and important class of psychical
phenomena, is utterly inadequate and unscientific, and therefore unworthy

of a place in the Proceedings of the Society. Adiedt B vt

Nore.—Besides the above, every enquirer should examine the cases of
¢“Stone-throwing ” given by William Howitt in three articles in Vol. VI. of
the Spiritual Magazine. Several of these are as marvellous and as well
attested as those here given, especially that of another French parsonage in
1835 (p. 51), and one in Ceylon in 1863 (p. 66). Numerous cases are also to
be found in the later volumes of this magazine.

Mr. PopMORE, PoOLTERGEISTS, AND KINDRED SPIRITS.

T have read with interest Mr. Podmore’s review of my Making of Religion,
with the Religion left out. It is amusing, indeed, to find a psychical re-
searcher dissatisfied with the methods of anthropology, whereof psychical
research, to my mind, is only a branch. But true it is that in anthropology
each inquirer is only too apt to ‘‘select whatever facts best suit his views.”
For that reason I produced many facts which my brethren (except Mr.
Tylor, whose views are not mine) had overlooked. The field is so vast that
our generation can best employ itself in routing out and examining facts (or
statements), but many inquirers have been taking it for granted that every-
thing is already found out, and pigeon-holed, and accounted for. My poor
effort is to show that this is a wrong opinion.

(1). Leaving Religion out, Mr. Podnore asks (p. 131) whether ‘‘the
attitude” of a young lady lying bare-foot on a sofa was not perhaps a
familiar one ? I asked at the time; it was highly unfamiliar, and, for
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reasons, unadvisable. Hence the maternal anxiety to know whether her
daughter had been the bare-foot lady of the crystal vision. She had been
this lady-—or, at all events, she had been in the attitude. I may add that I
have other new cases of savage crystal gazing, and I think that psychical
research can no more afford than other sciences to overlook savage anticipa-
tions of such experiences. Mr. Frazer has shown, in his Pausanias, that for
lack of anthropological lore the science of classical antiquities has often been
left in ignorance or abandoned to wrong explanations. Indeed, I have
shown as much myself.

(2). P. 131. It is not on ‘‘zesthetic” grounds that I distrust Mrs. Piper.
We want proof of the identity of herspirits. Now when the souls of English
gentlefolks talk the argot of the American lower middle classes, they demon-
strate that they are not what they are alleged to be. :

My Book of Dreams and Ghosts was, professedly, intended to entertain.
But, far from preferring ‘‘ smooth and finished narratives,” I went, when
I could, to contemporary MSS. (as of the Villiers story) in place of being
content with ‘* psychical bric-a-brac restored ”’ in Wardour Street. So I went
to the contemporary newspaper which Mr. Podmore had neglected, for the
Worksop poltergeist, as he very candidly admits. Mrs. Piper is too
‘‘incoherent ” for me. and I regret that I destroyed my minute criticism of
her revelations to Mr. Lodge. But I think I can return to the inquisition of
this story.

(3). I don’t ‘‘champion a supernormal interpretation.” (p.133.) I
champion the method of ‘‘filing for reference” certain cases, as against
paying ourselves with a theory of collective hallucinations of odd uniformity
and wide diffusion. I fear I don’t understand Mr. Podmore’s distinction
between ‘¢ things done,” and “phenomena described,” or, if, on reflection,
I do understand it, the contemporary evidence, ‘‘ in almost complete agree-
ment”’ with what Mr. Podmore collected five weeks later, convinces me that
the things described were done, somehow or other. Mr. Podmore admits that
here his theory of later embellishment breaks down. In Mr. Bristow’s
case five years elapsed, but I conceive that an intelligent man can remember
through five years a set of phenomena which struck him as most remark-
able. If the phenomena had been normal, say a love affair of his own,
a boat race, or a cricket match, and if he had been deeply interested in
them, I should expect an intelligent witness’s evidence, after five years,
to be good. Much of our history rests, with fair security, on evidence
separated by more than five years from the events. So I prefer, not to
champion a supernormal theory, but to wait and do without a theory,
especially a theory so thin as Mr. Podmore’s “naughty little girl” (in
some cases where no girl is heard of) or his theory of later embellish-
ment (which broke down at Worksop) or his amazing theory of uniformly
diffused collective hallucination as to the flight of objects. These may
be as good as other theories, but why have a theory at all ?

In the case of Home's levitation I misunderstood Mr. Podmore’s meaning.
He means that, not when Home came into room A, but when he was seen to
float out of room B by three educated gentlemen, he merely pushed out his
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head and shoulders. They had previously, they say, ‘‘seen Home floating
in the air outside” the window of room A. T do not know what happened,
really, but T cannot possibly accept the head and shoulders hypothesis.

As to Sir W. Crookes being unable to see a piece of asbestos cloth in
Home’s hand by the light of two candles and the fire, I may leave that to
Sir W. Crookes. To be unharmed by fire is not ‘‘ without parallel or
analogy.” A case, carefully investigated by two physicians in the open air,
was published lately by them in a New Zealand paper. I understand that
they will put forth an ampler account in the local Scientific Proceedings.

Enfin, I have no theory of these things. But my reasoning faculties
rise up against Mr. Podmore’s theories, and, till a better occurs, I live
contentedly without- an explanatory hypothesis. Let me acknowledge the
extreme courtesy of Mr. Podmore’s comments on my rather testy observa-
tions.

St. Andrews, Janwawry 18th, 1899. A. Laxe.

CASE.

L. 1111. Ae Pn

Although the following case is remote in date, the incident is one
which could scarcely have been subsequently imagined,—or even
seriously confused by lapse of memory.

Mr. Hyndman writes as follows, under date November, 1898 :—

On December 26th, 1872, my hushand, Francis Hugh Hyndman, left
Calcutta on a steamer, intending to return in about ten days.

He left me quite well, but in the morning of the next day, when off the
Sunderbunds, he had such a strong presentiment that I was seriously il
that he arranged to return at once by a river steamer, although at great
inconvenience. He reached home at about 5 p.m. on that day to find me
very ill with Asiatic cholera. I felt very ill on the morning of the 27th, but
kept up until noon, helping a friend to nurse her husband who was dying of
the same complaint.

About noon I left my friend’s house, after her husband’s death, to return
home and go to bed, at about which time my husband must have been start-
ing on his return journey.

I was quite alone at the time with only native servants, one of whom I
sent for the doctor, but I took the usual specific in rather a large quantity
and went to sleep for about two hours. Soon after I awoke, my husband
arrived. A few hours after, I became unconscious and have no distinct
recollections for some time.

I do not remember having distinctly wished for my husband’s return, as
I thought it was impossible. He knew nothing of my friend’s illness, which
was only known to me after his departure, and his first intimation of his
death was meeting the funeral procession as he drove past the house.

4 (Signed) J. E. HYNDMAN.
Account sent; by my mother.
H. H. Francts HynpMaN (Trin. Coll., Camb.).
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GENERAL MEETING.

The 97th General Meeting of the S.P.R. was held in the West-
minster Town Hall, at 4 p.m., on Friday, January 27th. The Lower
Hall had been secured for the occasion.. Less luxuriously seated than
the Upper Hall, in which all meetings have hitherto been held, it
accommodates a somewhat larger number; and Professor Richet’s
presence attracted a very full and attentive audience. Sir W.
CrookEs, F.R.S., was in the chair, and introduced Professor Richet to
the meeting as one of the leading scientific men in France, Professor
of Physiology at the University of Paris, and one of the two lecturers
selected by the Council of the British Association to deliver a lecture
before the Association at their meeting at Dover in September next.
¢ Although,” continued Sir W. Crookes, “it only remotely bears on
our present subject, I should like to make a quotation from Professor
Richet’s letter accepting this invitation. He says:—‘If I thus gladly
accept the invitation it is because I agree with you that the dissen-
tions separating our two countries—countries which ought to be
animated by mutual respect and goodwill—are absurd and even
criminal. (Applause.) Thus, to the extent of my powers will I do
my best to dissipate misunderstandings and allay ill-feelings.’

“This letter was written some months ago when circumstances were
different from what they now are. Still we all honour the feelings so
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cordially expressed, and we see in Professor Richet’s visit to us
to-day a renewed token of friendship. (Applause.)

“ But Professor Richet has other peculiar claims on our regard and
attention. He is the pioneer of experimental psychical research in
France, where public opinion is behind that of this country in its appre-
ciation of the importance of the subject. Under the many discourage-
ments incidental to the study of an unpopular subject he has worked
on with infinite patience. He has gained success in experimenting
with psychically endowed persons by his sympathy and kindness, and
his researches in multiple personality, especially in the case of
¢ Léonie,” are well known to all of us. In the much debated branch of
enquiry included in the term ‘hypnotism at a distance’ he has achieved
remarkable results. He however is specially known to us by his long
and patient investigation of the abnormal powers ascribed to Husapia
Paladino. Here he has not been deterred by the undoubted instances
of cheating which occasionally so gravely complicate genuine
phenomena. - Recognising that Eusapia—an unlettered Neapolitan
peasant—was in mental development a mere child, and not so
gravely guilty as better educated cheats, he persevered, being fortified
by numerous instances of phenomena which cheating, as he considered,
could not possibly explain. And since he remained throughout fully
alive to the grave danger of palliating cheating and condoning trickery,
I think that Professor Richet, whatever the actual facts may be,
chose the truly scientific path in his persistent endeavour to observe
and elucidate them.”

Professor Richet’s Address dealt with the successive experiences
which had brought him over from his original materialistic standpoint
to a gradually expanding belief in the operation of forces as yet
unknown to science. The greater part of this Address will, it is hoped,
be prepared by Professor Richet to appear (in translated form) in
Proceedings XXXV. Part of it which related to Eusapia Paladino
will, together with other matter concerning Eusapia, be deferred at
any rate until after further experiments which Professor Richet hopes
to conduct in the course of the summer. For the same reason the
remarks of Mr. F. W. H. Myers and Professor Lodge, who briefly
followed Professor Richet, are not reproduced here.

Professor Richet spoke in French and without notes, but with such
clearness that he was (so far as could be judged) followed with easy
comprehension by almost every member of the large audience.
Departing from the usual habit at such meetings, Sir W. Crookes
concluded by proposing a vote of thanks to the lecturer, which was
accorded by acclamation.
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THE SOCIETY FOR PSYCHICAL RESEARCH AND
EUSAPIA PALADINO.

The following letter appeared in Light of February 18th :—-

As some misunderstanding appears to exist with regard to the relation
of the Society for Psychical Research as a body, or of some of its members
individually, to Eusapia Paladino, I shall be glad if you will allow me to
state briefly certain facts.

In the first place, as has been again and again stated, the Society for
Psychical Research absolutely disclaims any corporate opinion, beyond the
opinion that the whole range of alleged supernormal phenomena deserves
careful inquiry in a scientific spirit. The Society has from the first included
—its founders wished it to include—persons of widely varying opinions ;
and the selection of papers or articles, for reading or printing, has through-
out been guided, not by the views which those papers expressed, but by the
degree of scientific care and candour with which, in the Council’s opinion,
the experiments narrated had been made or the inferences drawn.

Individual responsibility has throughout been defined and guarded, and
the Society is not implicated, as a whole, in any view which any of its
members may take of a particular medium.

Secondly, even among the more active members there has been no change
of view, save a certain change in my own views, to which I will come presently.
Professor Sidgwick and Dr. Hodgson are quite unaffected by my report of
Eusapia’s latest phenomena. They continue to regard her as a mere
trickster, and to dsprecate further experiment with a person who has
systematically practised trickery for years. Professor Richet and Professor
Lodge retain their view that she mingles genuine and spurious phenomena.

As for myself, my readers may possibly remember that I witnessed
phenomena on the ile Roubaud which I held to be genuine, and afterwards
phenomena in my own house which (thanks, mainly, to Dr. Hodgson's
acumen) I ascertained beyond doubt to be false; and which Eusapia’s
‘¢ control ”” has since admitted to be false. Ithen felt, and I think reasonably,
that in view of all this fraud, although still unable to disbelieve wholly in
those earlier experiences, I could not ask other persons to take my recollection
of the ile Roubaud séances as proving genuineness. Such an attitude, of course,
was pro tanto depreciatory of Professor Richet and Professor Lodge, who
continued to believe in the ile Roubaud phenomena. And when Professor
Richet invited me to attend further séances last December, I felt that I
could not refuse ;—in spite of the grave objection which T felt, and feel, to
taking any further notice of mediums proved dishonest.

The new phenomena were far more striking than even those of the ile
Roubaud ; T was convinced that they were genuine; and obvious duty to my
colleagues, upon whose acumen my previous withdrawal had to some extent
reflected, urged me publicly to avow my revised conviction. There is no
great change of view here, and thisis all the change of view that has occurred
with regard to the phenomena or performances of Eusapia Paladino.

Leckhampton House, Cambridge. F. W. H, MyeRs.
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CORRESPONDENCE.

[The Editor is not responsible for opinions expressed by Correspondents.]

Mg. MicHAEL PETROVO SOLOVOVO ON THE EVIDENCE OF INDEPENDENT
SLATE-WRITING.

The following letter has been received from Professor Shufeldt, of
Washington, D.C. :—

In Volume IX. of the Jowrnal of the S.P.R. (No. CLV., January, 1899,.
pp. 11, 12), T find a communication that has considerable interest for me..
It is a letter contributed by our distinguished member, Michael Petrovo-
Solovovo, who reviews Mr. Podmore’s Review of Mr. Lang’s, ‘‘The Making:
of Religion.” Mr. Petrovo-Solovovo is evidently a staunch believer in the:
alleged phenomenon of independent slate-writing and allied tricks, and
expresses some surprise at the ‘‘evidence” of Professor Elliott Coues of
this country being ‘‘absolutely ignored” on this point in Mr. Podmore’s
review. Perhaps I can furnish the reason for your correspondent why so
careful an observer and wide a reader as Mr. Podmore ignored a ‘‘gentle-
man of such scientific eminence ” as Dr. Coues in his review. The fact that.
a person’s name is widely known is no criterion whatever of the soundness.
of his opinions or the depth of his learning. Dr. Coues believes that inde-
pendent slate-writing is ‘‘ a fact in nature,” and Mr. Podmore has very good
reasons for believing nothing of the kind, and, to use the word in its widest
sense, he is too good a naturalist to believe anything of the kind. (See
Religio-Philosophical Jowrnal, February 27th, 1892.) It isan easy matter to
become notorious in any field of research, and Dr. Coues most assuredly
made himself so when he published in The Nation of New York (December
25th, 1884, p. 543), statements to the effect that his methods of examining
“‘ghosts” were by smelling them, seeing them, hearing them, handling
them, weighing them upon hay or platform scales, and by examining the
parings of their toe-nails and finger-nails when the aforesaid ‘‘ghosts” left.
such detached portions of themselves behind them. Dr. Coues distinctly
claimsin The Nation that he has personally examined by means of the micro-:
scope not only such structures as the toe-nails of ghosts, but also specimens
of their hair, when the ghosts have condescended to have it trimmed during;
their visits to this mundane sphere. Now, if one of such ‘‘scientific
eminence "’ as Dr. Coues makes such statements as these ‘‘in print,” T fail
to see what more we need in the premises, or what further proof Mr.
Petrovo-Solovovo needs. Further, Dr. Coues’states in the aforesaid article:
that thousands of ghosts have been examined in this way, ‘‘annually,
monthly, weekly, daily, and perhaps hourly, by thousands of persons of
every grade of intelligence, etc.”’ ; but your correspondent should read the:
article of Dr. Coues in The Nation and be convinced, and he then may be
able to better appreciate, perhaps, the reason why Mr. Podmore so:
thoroughly ignored the ‘‘evidence” of such a contributor to our honest
researches, notwithstanding the fact that he had attained scientific eminence..

R. W, SHUFELDT.
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CLAIRVOYANCE AND POLTERGEISTS.

Sir,—I will make shift as well as I can to meet the principal objections
brought forward by Dr. Wallace against my views on Alexis Didier’s
clairvoyance and on Poltergeists. To deal with them at all adequately
would occupy more space than your courtesy or the tolerance of your
readers would allow; and I trust Dr. Wallace will understand that in
what follows I am constrained by considerations of space to pass by some
points in his letter and to be briefer than I could have wished in dealing
with -others.

Houdin’s testimony is no doubt very striking. But we must dis-
tinguish. Against the theory that Alexis’ success was due to conjuring of
the ordinary type, it must be admitted to be conclusive. But on the view
advocated by me, that the clairvoyance of cards and sentences in closed
books, etc., was probably due to preternormal acuteness of vision, con-
ditioned by the trance, it is not so conclusive. No doubt Houdin, as a
trained observer, would, if his attention had been specially directed to this
possibility, have been better able than the ordinary person to pronounce
judgment on it. But this acuteness of vision here supposed is a distinet
thing from the rapid and comprehensive glance, the result of long training,
which, as we know from Houdin himself, is part of the conjuror’s equip-
ment, and might very well pass for incredible even with an expert observer.
Houdin contents himself with saying that Alexis’ performances were beyond
the resources of the art of conjuring.

My disbelief in this kind of clairvoyance is founded mainly on a com-
parison of the best reports I could find of the numerous cases in France
and England during the period from 1820-50 : e.g., the report of the Second
¥French Commission on Animal Magnetisw ; the reports on Mle. Pigeaire ;
and especially the very careful and varied experiments of Chauncey Hare
Townshend on his subject, also a French youth. It is clear, especially
from Townshend’s reports (Facts in Mesmerism), that the exercise of the
faculty had some relation to normal vision : the interposition of a screen,
an extra bandage, an alteration in the position of the bandage, or in
the angle at which the object was held, constantly caused the experiment
to fail.

When the observers were less careful than Townshend these variations of
the experiments were not tried, or their results were not recorded.

Most of the reporters on Alexis paid no attention to such small points ;
and no doubt the conditions of the bandaging, etc., were prescribed by
Marcillet. But I referred in my article to some reports from the outside
Jjournals of this time (1844), from which it was quite clear that Alexis was
very particular about the position of the bandages ; and even in Dr. Lee’s
book I find one case in which Alexis refused to submit to the handkerchief
being tied over the face (p. 272).

I cannot find anything in Dr. Lee’s reports that would lead me to alter
my opinion. They are very condensed ; and Dr. Hodgson has abundantly
shown that condensed reports in such matters are certain to omit seemingly
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irrelevant details which give the key to the result. Three or four such
omissions in Dr. Lee’s reports I will briefly note :—

1. He nowhere mentions whether the table used for card-playing was
covered with a cloth or whether the polished surface was bare.

2. He never mentions the whereabouts, and only once or twice incidentally
mentions the presence, of Marcillet at the experiments, Yet Marcillet, the
hypnotiser, was presumably present throughout.

3. P. 258, Séance III., after describing successful card-playing, he goes
on: ‘‘Reading from a volume opened at random by the Rev. F. Robertson,
twenty pages in advance.” Two pages later, at the end of the account, he
mentions incidentally that the first trial of reading, also proposed by the
Rev. F. Robertson, had been a failure.

4. Again, on the same page (258) is another serious omission. Lee
writes : “Sir R G then gave a morocco case, which Alexis said
contained ,”” and then proceeded to describe the contents.

In an account of the same sitting by Mr. Parsons, of Brighton (Zoist,
Vol: VII, pp. 92-3), the incident is thus described : ¢‘Sir R. Grant pre-
sented a packet containing a portrait, which had been before presented by a
sceptic, and Alexis could then make nothing of it. Marcillet then proposed
that the packet should be put into the hands of any other gentleman who
was not a sceptic, and that the contents should be exhibited to that other
person in another room. Sir R. Grant volunteered, and this was done, and
the packet secured as before. Alexis now succeeded in describing the
picture with particularity.”

No doubt to Dr. Lee it would have seemed insufferably tedious and
irrelevant to have stated in his account of each sitting where Marcillet
stood, at what kind of a table Alexis played cards, what failures occurred in
each experiment before success was achieved, and so on. I do notin the least
question his good faith in the matter. But the little details which he omits.
are just what I want to know; and their omission, whilst it makes it
difticult to frame a satisfactory theory as to how Alexis could achieve the
wonders reported of him, renders it impossible for us to place any confidence
in Dr. Lee’s conclusion, that it was all due to a hypothetical faculty of
clairvoyance.

I am sorry that I should have given Dr. Wallace the impression that I
reject the evidence for clairvoyance at a distance, or, generally, for that
form of clairvoyance which seems allied to and merges in thought reading.
The evidence of Haddock, Gregory, Townshend, Barth, and many others at
that period is very strong. The evidence for the exercise of the faculty,
even in the case of Alexis, seems good, and might be better if we could
eliminate Marcillet, and could get more reports at first hand, and in detail.

I will now pass to the second part of Dr. Wallace’s letter, which deals
with Poltergeists. My argument is, briefly, the better the evidence, the
less the marvel ; until when we succeed in obtaining, as we very rarely do
obtain, the contemporary evidence at first hand of intelligent witnesses, we
tind nothing which the ‘‘naughty little girl” is not fully competent to
explain.
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There would not be space to criticise in detail all the nine cases which
Dr. Wallace brings forward. I will discuss briefly the first three ; taking
these partly because they are the first three (that I may not appear to
select cases specially favourable to my argument), partly because they are
amongst the best known and most widely quoted narratives.

1. The Drummer of Tedworth, as told by Glanvil. The disturbances
began ‘‘about the middle of April,” 1661 (Glanvil only gives two exact
dates in the whole narrative), and continued for about two years. Glanvil's
account of it, as we learn from the preface to the fourth (posthumous)
edition of Sadducismus Trivmphatus, was first published in 1668. Glanvil
himself paid one visit to the house, ‘about this time "—the last date given,
on the previous page, being January 10th, 1662. Glanvil’s account of all
he saw and heard is, in brief, as follows: On hearing from a maid-servant
that ““it was come,” he, with Mr. Mompesson and another, went up to a
bedroom ; ‘‘ there were two modest little Girls in the Bed, between 7 and 8
Years old, as I guest.” Glanvil heard a scratching in the bed ‘“as loud
as one with long Nails could make upon a Bolster.” This lasted for half-an-
hour and more, and Glanvil could not discover the cause ; it was succeeded
by a panting, like a dog, accompanied by movements in the bedding : also
the windows shook ; also Glanvil saw a movewent in a *“ Linnen Bag” that
hung against another bed, but was not apparently sufficiently sure of the
accuracy of his observation to mention this incident in the first (1668)
edition. Further, Glanvil was aroused by an untimely knocking next morning ;
and his horse fell ill on the way home, and died 2 or 3 days later. This is
the only detailed account which we have at tirst hand ; it is written 5 or
6 years after the events, and apparently not from full notes, as Glanvil is
unable to give the exact dates.

The rest of the account is founded on the oral relation of Mr.
Mompesson, confirmed by other witnesses, ‘‘and partly from his  own
letters.” There are also two letters of Mompesson’s, dated respectively
1672 and 1674. But he gives no detailed confirmation of Glanvil’s account ;
indeed, when the second letter was written he expressly says that he had
lent Glanvil’s book *‘for the use of the Lord Hollis,” the previous year,
and did not know what the account contained. But even if we assume that
Glanvil had accurately put down 5 or 6 years later all that he had heard
from Mompesson, it does not anount to much ; for it does not appear that
Mompesson himself witnessed any of the more marvellous incidents—the
drops of blood, the chairs moving by themselves, ¢ the great Body with two
red and glaring Eyes,” and all the rest of it. These things were witnessed
by neighbours, by men-servants, or by an undistributed ‘‘they.” So that
Glauvil’s account of them may be third-hand, or tenth-hand.

3. The disturbances at the Castle of Slawensik, an account of which is
preserved by Kerner in the Seeress of Prevorst. (I postpone for the moment
Dr. Wallace’s case No. 2, the Wesley Ghost.) The disturbances took
place during two months in the winter of 1806-7, apparently from end of
November to end of January. They are said to have been witnessed by
many persons, whose names are given ; but we have only one account,
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written by Councillor Hahn on November 19th, 1808, and by him given to
Kerner in 1828. From the fact that no dates are given it may be inferred
that Hahn did not keep notes ; at any rate, not accurate notes. I know no
reason for doubting Hahn's honesty ; but his studies of Kant and Fichte are
no guarantee of his competence as a witness. In any case I submit that his
unsupported testimony, given 18 months or more after the events, does
not constitute ‘‘exceptionally good” evidence, even for things which he
saw, or believed himself to see, with his own eyes. But many of the
marvels are only given at second-hand. It was the dauntless Kern who saw
in the glass the white figure of a woman looking at him ; Hahn stood before
the glass for a quarter of an hour and saw only his own reflection. Again,
it was Kern and Hahn's servant, during Hahn’s absence at Breslau, who
saw a jug of beer rise from the table, as if lifted by an invisible hand, and
pour out a glass half full, and the glass then raise itself in the air and tilt its
contents (which disappeared without leaving a trace) down an invisible
throat. Kern had evidently spent his time to more purpose than in
studying Kant and Fichte.

2. But I find myself in entire agreement with Dr. Wallace in his
estimate of the evidence in the Wesley case. It is perhaps the most
fully authenticated case which we possess in the literature of the subject.
The main disturbances lasted with intervals for the two months, December
and January, 1716-17, with occasional outbreaks after that date. The
records consist (1) of letters written to Samuel Wesley (John’s elder
brother) by his mother and his two sisters, Susannah and Emilia. These
letters are dated January, February, and March, 1816-1817, that is,
within a few weeks of the disturbances. (2) A copy of an account
written by Samuel Wesley (John’s father). The copy was made by Samuel
Wesley, the son, in 1830, from a copy made by John Wesley in 1826.
(3) Letters written by Mrs. Wesley and four of her daughters to John
Wesley in the summer and autumn of 1726, more than nine years after the
occurrences. The evidence comprised under (1), (2), and (3) was first
published in 1791 by Priestley. A copy of the letters and diary in the
handwriting of Samuel Wesley (John’s brother), had been given to Priestley,
as he explains, by the Rev. 8. Badcock, who had himself received the MSS.
from a granddaughter of Samuel Wesley.* (4) An account compiled in 1826
by John Wesley from the letters and from conversation with some of the
other spectators, and published in the Arminian Magazine.

It will be instructive if we deal with each of the sets of documents
separately.

1. We will take first the contemporary letters, and in the first instance
we will consider only the statements made by the actual eye- or rather ear-
witnesses of the things described: (@) Mrs. Wesley writes on January 12th,
1716-1717, that, beginning from an early date in December, she heard un-
accountable knockings, mostly in the garret or the nursery :—‘‘ One night
it made such a noise in the room over our heads, as if several people were

* Original Letters by the Rev. John Wesley and his Friends, ete., 1791,
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walking; then run up and down stairs, and was so outrageous, that we
thought the children would be frightened, so your father and I rose and
went down in the dark to light a candle. Just as we came to the bottom
of the broad stairs, having hold of each other, on my side there seemed
as if somebody had emptied a bag of money at my feet, and on his as
if all the bottles under the stairs (which were many) had been dashed in
a thousand pieces. 'We passed through the hall into the kitchen, and got
a candle and went to see the children. The next night your father would
get Mr. Hoole to lie at our house, and we all sat together till one
or two o’clock in the morning, and heard the knocking as usual. Some-
times it would make a noise like the winding up of a jack ; at other times,
as that night Mr. Hoole was with us, like a carpenter plaining deals;
but most commonly it knocked thrice and stopped, and then thrice again,
ever so many hours together.” That is practically all that Mrs. Wesley
relates of her own personal experience.

(b) There are two letters from Miss Susannah Wesley, dated January
24th and March 27th. In the first she records her own experience as
follows :—

‘“The first night I ever heard it, my sister Nancy and I were set in
the dining-room. We heard something rustle on the outside of the doors
that opened into the garden, then three loud knocks, immediately after
other three, and in half-a-minute the same number over our heads. We
enquired whether anybody had been in the garden, or in the room above
us, but there was nobody. Soon after my sister Molly and I were up after all
the family were abed, except my sister Nancy, about some business. We
heard three bouncing thumps under our feet, which soon made us throw
-away our work and tumble into bed. Afterwards the tingling of the latch
and warming-pan, and so it took its leave that night.

““Soon after the above mentioned we heard a noise as if a great piece of
-sounding metal was thrown down on the outside of our chamber. We,
lying in the quietest part of the house, heard less than the rest for a pretty
while, but the latter end of the night that Mr. Hoole sat up on, I lay in
the nursery, when it was very violent. I then heard frequent knocks over
and under the room where I lay, and at the children’s bed head, which was
made of boards. It seemed to rap against it very hard and loud, so that
the bed shook under them. I heard something walk by my bedside, like a
man in a long nightgown. The knocks were so loud that Mr. Hoole came
out of their chamber to us. It still continued. My father spoke,
but nothing answered. It ended that night with my father’s particular
knock, very fierce. It is now pretty quiet, only at our repeating the
prayers for our King and prince, when it usually begins, especially when my
Father says : ¢ Our most gracious Sovereign Lord,” etc. This my Father is
angry at, and designs to say three instead of two for the royal family. We
all heard the same noise, and at the same time, and as coming from the
same place.”

(c) There is one letter from Miss Emmily, undated, but obviously written
at about this time. She describes various ncises, more particularly groans,
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the sound as of ¢“a vast coal” being thrown down in the kitchen ; the sound
as of a stone being thrown in among the bottles under the ‘‘best” stairs;
‘‘something like a quick winding up of a jack at the corner of the room by
my bed’s head.” Knocks on the floor and elsewhere, mostly three times
running.

These are all the experiences which the ladies relate at first hand. But
Emily Wesley tells us that her sister Hetty heard coming down the garret-
stairs behind her *‘ something like a man, in a loose nightgown trailing after
him :”” that the knocks would answer Mrs. Wesley, if she stamped on the
floor, and bid them do likewise; that Mrs. Wesley had seen something
under a bed ‘“like a badger, only without any head that was discernible” ;
and that Robin Brown, the nman-servant, had seen the same creature twice,
the last time in the appearance of a white rabbit.

Miss Susannah adds, under date March 27th: ‘‘Last Sunday, to my
father’s no small amazement, his trencher danced upon the table a pretty
while, without anybody’s stirring the table.”

2. The account by old Mr. Wesley was obviously in great part written very
shortly after the disturbances. It is not, however, dated ; and it is clearly
not a day by day record, as in a diary, for he is occasionally uncertain of
the exact dates, and the account is mostly written as a continueus narrative.
Mr. Wesley was the last to hear the noises, though he had been told what
other members of the family had heard. On December 21st, ¢‘I think,” he
was awakened by nine loud knocks, apparently in the room next to his bed-
room. Two or three nights later Mr. and Mrs. Wesley were both aroused
by the loud and continuous noises, and searched the house, with the
result already described in her narrative.

Thereafter he frequently heard the knocks ; they answered him when he
rapped with his stick knock for knock ; they came on the children’s bed-
stead, in his own study, and in almost every room in the house ; they would
make a great noise at family prayers at the names of King George and the
Prince. He often spoke, but never received any articulate answer, ‘‘only once
or twice two or three very feeble squeaks, a little louder than the chirping
of a bird, but not like the noise of rats, which I have often heard.” Often
the latch of his bedroom would be lifted, when he was in bed. Finally, he
records : ‘‘I have been thrice pushed by an invisible power, once against
the corner of my desk in the study, a second time against the door of the
matted chamber, a third time against the right side of the frame of my
study door, as I was going in.”

Of the experiences of others he tells us a good deal : that Mrs. Wesley
had seen a thing ‘‘ most like a badger” : that ‘‘ one night when the noise was
great in the kitchen, and on a deal partition, and the door in the yard, the
latch whereof was often lift up, iny daughter Emilia went and held it fast on
the inside, but it was then lifted up, and the door pushed violently against
her, though nothing was to be seen on the outside”: and that Robin Brown
saw *‘something come out of the copper-hole like a rabbit, but less.”

3. To turn now to the letters written in 1726. Mrs. Wesley adds to
the account which she had given nine years before, that on one occasion the
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sounds answered her when she knocked ; that at another time, ¢ Upon my
looking under the bed, something ran out pretty much like a badger” ; and
gives the following variant of the noises heard on the nocturnal journey
round the house, undertaken by herself and Mr. Wesley :—¢* Near the foot.
(of the stairs) a large pot of money seemed to be poured out at my waist,
and to run jingling down my nightgown to my feet. Presently after, we
heard the noise as of a vast stone thrown among several dozen of bottles
which lay under the stairs, but upon our looking no hurt was done. In the
hall the mastiff met us, crying and striving to get between us.”

Thus, in the later version the one sound, diversely interpreted, has
become two successive sounds, and various decorative details—the jingling
down the nighteown, ths search among the bottles, the fright of the mastift
—have been added.

So Sister Emily, in the later account, adopts and enlarges upon the
description already given in her father’s account (but wanting in her own
earlier letter) of secing the latch of the kitchen door move, and finding the
door itself resist her efforts to shut it. So in Sister Susannahb’s later
account, what had been described in her earlier letter as  the tingling of
the latch and warming-pan,” is now amplified into ‘‘the latch of the door
then jarred, and seemed to be swiftly moved to and fro.”

Sister Molly and sister Nancy (who were not represented in the earlier
correspondence) also gave accounts of their experiences to their brother
Jack in 1726. From the latter’s account, which is written in the third
person, apparently as representing John Wesley’s notes of a conversation
with her, the following extract may be quoted :—** One night she (Nancy)
was sitting on the press bed, playing at cards with four of my sisters, when
my sisters Molly, Etty (Hetty ?), Patty and Kezzy were in the room, and
Robin Brown. The bed on which my sister Nancy sat was lifted up with
her on it. She leaped down and said, ‘Surely old Jeffery would not run
away with her.” However, they persuaded her to sit down again, which she
had scarce done, when it was again lifted up several times successively, a
considerable height.” This incident is not mentioned by Molly, or indeed
by any of the others.

Lastly, we have an account given by Robin Brown, the servant, in
1726, to John Wesley, confirming the story of the white rabbit, already
quoted, and adding this new incident :—*‘Soon after, being grinding corn in
the garrets, and happening to stop a little, the handle of the mill was turned
round with great swiftness. He said nothing vexed him, but that the mill
was empty. If corn had been in it, old Jeffery might have ground his heart
out for him.”

John Wesley's own account, based apparently exclusively —since he was
not himself a witness of any of the phenomena— on the correspondence and
on conversations with his family and others in 1726, it is not necessary to
consider at length. It introduces, however, one or two sensational details,
such as his father’s threatening with a pistol, which find no place in the
earlier narratives.

Now a record of this kind suggests two questions : first, what precisely
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are the things to be explained ? second, what may the explanation be ?
Most, indeed, of the writers, who, from the days of Glanvil, have formed
from a mass of similar narratives collections of supernatural seemings, have
passed at once to the second question, and have found the search for a solu-
tion so fascinating, that they have never returned to look for an answer to
that indispensable preliminary enquiry. Without stopping to consider whether
their method is more honoured or discredited by long usage, I propose to
reverse it. What, then, are the things to be explained in the Wesley case ?
To begin with, we are not called upon to explain what it was that made the
handle of the mill turn round, to the amazement and chagrin of Robin
Brown. Our problem is a simpler, if also a less alluring one—to find out, to
wit, what made Robin Brown believe, nine years after, that he had seen the
handle of the mill move. Again, we have got to ask, not what was the
badger-like form which Mrs. Wesley saw ; but how it came about that Mrs.
Wesley’s husband and daughter, in 1717, and Mrs. Wesley herself in 1726,
testified that she had seen such a form. Nor need the vagaries of Mr.
Wesley’s trencher, nor Robin Brown’s spectre ¢ somewhat like a white
rabbit,” nor the dcor which resisted the stoutest efforts of Emilia, perplex
us, Our problem, in fact, as now simplified, is to search for a rational
explanation of various noises, suggesting, indeed, an intelligent, but not
obviously a supernormal origin, which disturbed the Wesley household for
a couple of months in 1716-7.

Old Samuel Wesley had at the time seven daughters living, of whom two,
Patty and -Keziah, were children, and five were, apparently, sufficiently
grown up to write letters. Of these five, two are represented in the earlier
correspondence, four in the later. One only, Hetty (Mehetabel) has
contributed no account at all. There is no obvious reason for this silence,
for Hetty, as we learn from John Wesley’s account, was nineteen at the
time. She had, apparently, undertaken to write, but failed to carry out her
promise:¥ and by the testimony of all those concerned, she seems to have
enjoyed more of Jeffery’s attention than any other member of the household.
Consider, for instance, these extracts from the correspondence :—

Mrs. Wesley writes, January 25th and 27th, 1716-7: —*¢ All the family, as
well as Robin, were asleep when your father and I went downstairs (on the
nocturnal exploration already described) nor did they wake in the nursery
when we held the candle close by them, only we observed that Hetty
trembled exceedingly in her sleep, as she always did before the noise
awaked her. It commonly was nearer her than the rest.” Or consider,
again, this extract from Miss Emily’s letter (1717):—¢ No sooner was I
got upstairs, and undressing for bed, but I heard a noise among many
bottles that stand under the best stairs, just like the throwing of a great
stone among them, which had broken them all to pieces. This made me
hasten to bed ; but my sister Hetty, who sits always to wait on my father
going to bed, was still sitting on the lowest step of the garret stairs.”

And again : ““It never followed me as it did my sister Hetty. I have

* See Miss Susannah’s letter of March 27th, 1717,
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been with her when it has knocked under her, and when she has removed
has followed, and still kept just under her feet.”

Again, in Mrs. Wesley’s later account, after describing loud noises which
they heard in their bedroom, she writes: ¢ Mr. Wesley leapt up, called
Hetty, who alone was up, and searched every room in the house.”

In sister Susannah’s later account :—*¢ Presently began knocking about a.
yard within the room on the floor. It then came gradually to sister Hetty’s.
bed, who trembled strongly in her sleep. It beat very loud, three strokes.
at a time, on the bed’s head.”

And, once more, in John Wesley’s version of Mr. Hoole’s experience :
““ When we (7.e., Mr, Wesley and Mr. Hoole) came into the nursery it was
knocking in the next room ; when we were there it was knocking in the
nursery, and there it continued to knock, though we came in, particularly
at the head of the bed (which was of wood), in which Miss Hetty and
two of her younger sisters lay.”

After the perusal of these extracts, Miss Hetty’s inexplicable reticence
seems more than ever to be deplored. And in view of this reticence, and
of Miss Hetty’s singular habit of trembling in a sound sleep when loud
noises were going on all round her, and of the notable predilection shown
by the Poltergeists for her person, it hardly seems worth while to enquire-
whether the noises which perplexed the Wesley family did indeed proceed
from a supernormal source.

In Drief, my contention is that the only reason for the inexplicable-
element to which Dr. Wallace refers in these narratives, is the defect of the-
evidence. When we have only secondhand accounts, or narratives written
down months or years after the event—as in Glanvil’s and Hahn’s accounts
—we find an abundance of marvellous incidents; when, as in the Wesley
case, we have almost contemporary accounts at first-hand from sober-minded
witnesses, the element of the marvellous is reduced to a minimum. But the-
peculiarly instructive feature of the Wesley letters is that we can see how
the witnesses, whilst they narrate of their own personal experience only
comparatively tame and uninteresting episodes, allow their imaginations to-
embellish somewhat the experiences of other members of the household ;
and that these same embellishments, nine years later, are incorporated in
the first-hand accounts, as genuine items of personal experience.

I have left little space to answer Mr. Lang’s letter. But, indeed, there-
are not many points, I trust, in which we differ. I gladly accept the-
correction of my surmise (1) asto a case given by Miss Angus ; and (2) I do
not value the evidence of Miss Angus less, because I value that of Mrs.
Piper more. Nor do I think that the strength of the Piper evidence for
clairvoyance or some other supernormal faculty at all depends on the proof
of the identity of her ‘ spirits.” (3) As to the Home evidence, I am not
satisfied with any theory that I have yet seen ; but I still think it more
likely that the explanation of the phenomena attested will ultimately prove
to be a psychological one; a novel form of hallucination, rather than a.
wnanifestation of a new physical force.

Frank Popmorz.
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I have examined the Books of Account of the Society, and having com-
pared them with the above Statement, certify them to be in accordance
herewith. The Treasurer’s certificate as to the cheques in his hands and
uncollected, together with the Balance at the Bank, as shown by the pass-
book, agrees with the above Statement.

I have seen vouchers for payments and the Certificate of the East Indian
Railway Irredeemable Stock, representing the Invested Funds of the Society.

ARTHUR MIALL, F.C.A., Auditor.
23, St. Swithin’s Lane, E.C.,
January 25th, 1899.

EDMUND GURNEY LIBRARY FUND.
Account for 1898,

RECEIVED. PAID.
£.s d Shts ude
Balance from 1897 . 0518230, |+, Hor, Bogleah dadiuni. il +ai18,15:8:9;
Interest on Consols ... ... 1 .7 1| For Bmdmg gt o 15 2l T
Interest on Mid. Urugua,y Balance carried forward ... 1 7 1
Railway .. 5 LERTAY0
Interest on Buenos Aires
Water and Drainage 5 010
TS ) 11 13 9
Audited and found correct, and securities produced this day,
February 3rd, 1899. H. ArRTHUR SMITH.
CASE.
L. CL 1112.
The following incident, sent by Tieut. G. N. Chase, Associate of

the American Branch resembles, as he Justly remarks, the case
numbered L. Cl. 1110 in the January Journal.

Santa Barbara, Cal., January 28th, 1899.

In the spring of 1892, while living in Posadena, Cal., I was doing some
work in my garden—planting corn—when I noticed that my class ring was
being unnecessarily worn by friction upon the handle of the tool I was
using, and I removed it and placed it in my right trousers pocket. An hour
or two later, having finished the work, T put my hand in my pocket to
replace the ring upon my finger, and discovered that it was gone. There
was no hole in the pockét by which it could have been lost. I had, after
placing the ring in my pocket, passed about the lot which had just been
ploughed, inspecting some orange trees for scale. After a fruitless search
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where I had been working, I followed my trail as T had wandered about the
ploughed ground, looking for it with no better success. I remembered dis-
tinctly, I thought, that T had been nowhere else. I was at that time an
invalid, and exceedingly nervous, and the loss of the ring disturbed me. I
was greatly worried, and returned to the spot where I had been working,
and raked and sifted the ground over till the light began to fail at sunset,
and, exercised far beyond my strength, I then went into the house and
threw myself down upon a lounge completely exhausted. My wife (since
deceased) spoke to me, saying that she felt that T would find it again. Thad
lain there perhaps ten minutes when I got up, with no defined intention of
doing anything, went outside, where it was almost dark, went directly
underneath an orange tree that I had no recollection whatever of having
visited, and which was not in the part of the lot that had been ploughed,
but which stood in a lawn of very thick Bermuda grass, fully six inches
high. I knelt underneath the tree and, parting the thick matted grass, at
once and without searching, placed my hand on the ring.

Once, two years before, my wife lost, as she supposed, her bracelets.
She and T looked for them at odd times for months afterward. She was
positive that she had not lost them out of doors, and remembered that an
acquaintance had called shortly before she missed them. Failing to find
them after so much patient and thorough searching, she gave them up as
lost and I as stolen. One day as I lay resting on the bed in our room, I
thought of the lost bracelets, and, getting up, I went to a small bracket on
the wall, covered with a lambrequin, and, reaching up in the corner under-
neath and out of sight, I took the bracelets from a nail, and where she now
remembered she had hung them when we went driving together, leaving the
house alone, fearing burglarious tramps.

In this case it is possible, of course, that I saw her put them there, and
had forgotten the fact, and the finding of them had no supernormal sig-
nificance, but, taken in connection with the finding of the ring and the fact
that T have had several minor instances of the sort, I report it.

G. N. CHask, Lieut. U.S. Army (Retired),
Associate Mem. Am. Br.

“HAUNTED HOUSES.”

A report has been in rather extensive circulation that two literary
men have, within the last few months, left their houses in St. John's
‘Wood, London, on account of “disturbances” which they were unable
to explain. If any reader of the Journal can give any information as
to a real basis for such a report it would be gratefully received by the
Editor. Particulars of any reports of alleged ¢ hauntings” which
present a fair case for enquiry would be gladly received at the Rooms
of the Society, 19, Buckingham Street, Adelphi, London, W.C.
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NEW MEMBERS AND ASSOCIATES.

Names of Members are printed in Black Type.
Names of Associates are printed in SMALL CAPITALS.

‘CampBELL-LANG, Miss, 3, Oxford and Cambridge Mansions, London, W.
Crackanthorpe, Montague, Q.C., 65, Rutland-gate, London, S.W.
Dawson, Lievur.-Cor. Henry P., Hartlington, Burnsall, Skipton.
Farwer, W. M., 18, Bina-gardens, London, S.W.

ForueriNeuaM, W. B., 19, St. John’s-road, Westcliff-on-Sea, Essex.
GuosH, Rar Kar1 Prasaxya, Dacca, Bengal, India.

Joxes, E. Lroyp, M.D., Corpus Buildings, Cambridge.

LyeLr, Davip, Ard-choille, The Ware Road, Hoddesdon, Herts.
‘Monteith, Mrs. James, The Worthys, Kingsworthy, Winchester.
Payne, Ernest, M.A., A.I.LE.E., Hatchlands, Cuckfield, Sussex.
‘Rircmig, Miss M., 165, Clapham-road, London, S.W.

Rorcn, C. B, Trinity Hall, Cambridge.

STANGE, Miss F. M., 12, Holland-park, London, W.

THE AMERICAN BRANCH.

Barrerr, Harrisox D., Box 3, Needham, Mass.
BragesLEY, THEODORE S., 286, Marshfield-avenue, Chicago, Ill.
CHATWIN, JAMES, 926, Fairmount-avenue, Phila., Pa.
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Cog, Miss M. A., 55, Brook-street, Brookline, Mass.

CraANE, A. J., 218, Walnut-street, Montclair, N.J.

Davipsox, H. A., 189, Montague-street, Brooklyn, N.Y.
HeysiNGER, Dr. Isaac W., 1521, Poplar-street, Phila., Pa.

Lay, Dr. Wirrrip, 251, W. 109 Street, New York, N.Y.
LouxsBery, Mrs. Ricaarp P., 12 East 35th Street, New York, N.Y.
LuxkEexs, Dr. AxNa, 1068, Lexington-avenue, New York, N.Y.
Lux~cer, Joux B., New York Life Insurance Co., New York, N.Y.
McKEssox, J. E., Lebanon, Mo.

MEeaxs, Miss EveLyy B., care of Miss Gano, Asheville, N.C.
MEYER, J., 10, Chestnut-street, Philadelphia, Pa.

RockwEeLL, A. E. P., 80, East Concord-street, Boston, Mass.
ScausMEHL, FrRANK E., M.D., 87, Brighton-avenue, Allston, Mass.
StEWART, JosEpH, P. O. Department, Washington, D.C.

MEETING OF THE COUNCIL.

A meeting of the Council was held on March 10th at the Rooms
of the Society. Mr. H. Arthur Smith was voted to the chair. There
were also present, Mr. F. W. H. Myers, Mr. F. Podmore, Dr. G. F.
Rogers, Sir A. K. Stephenson, and Dr. A. Wallace.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and signed as correct.

The Hon. Everard Feilding and Mr. J. G. Smith were co-opted as
Members of the Council for the current year.

Three new Members and ten new Associates, whose names and
addresses are given above, were elected. The clection of seventeen
new Associates of the American Branch was also recorded.

Mr. Montague Crackanthorpe, Q.C., was proposed for co optation
on the Council at its next meeting.

The Council recorded with regret the death of Mr. Thomas C. Hine,
an Associate of the Society.

Some presents to the Library were acknowledged with thanks to
the donors.

The House and Finance Committee presented a report accompanied
by an estimate of Income and Expenditure for the current year. It
was resolved that the recommendations of the Committee be, as far as
possible, carried out.

In addition to the General Meeting already arranged for April
28th, at 4 p.n., it was agreed that one be held in June. Friday the
23rd has subsequently been fixed as the date. ~The chair will be taken
at 8.30 p.m. '
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Other matters of business having been attended to it was agreed
that the next meeting of the Council should be held on April 28th,
at the Westminster Town Hall, at 3 p.m., previous to the General
Meeting at 4 p.m. on that day.

GENERAL MEETING.

The 98th General Meeting of the S.P.R. was held in the Couneil
Chamber, at the Westminster Town Hall, at 8.30 p.m., on Friday,
March 10th. The chair was taken by Dr. Geo. F. Rogers, and there
was a large attendance, every seat being occupied. Miss Mary H.
Kingsley read her Paper, as announced, on “The Forms of Appari-
tions in West Africa.” It is unnecessary to give a summary of the
Paper here, as it is intended to embody it in an article in the forth-
coming part of the Proceedings. An interesting discussion followed,
including some illustrations of the apparently supernormal transmission
of information by African natives, across great distances of country.
Mr. F. W. H. Myers remarked that Miss Kingsley had benevolently
made it perfectly clear that the apparitions of which she spoke were
not intended to be regarded as evidential. The “one large eye”
staring in at your window-hole all night was rather too good to be
true. It had, however, been sometimes suggested that the S.P.R.
ought to show more curiosity on subjects lying just over its proper
border, as in the domain of folk-lore. ~Such curiosity had that night
had a rich repast in the stories told by Miss Kingsley with a
picturesqueness and intimacy of experience which few travellers could
rival.

CORRESPONDENCE.
[The Editor is not responsible for opinions expressed by Correspondents.]

Huyaxn MAGNETISM.

In a recent address Mr. Podmore stated that no effect was produced on
the human organism by the most powerful magnetisers. The radiant
effluences seen by sensitives had absolutely no foundation in physics. The
minds of the sensitives simply reflected faithfully the ideas of their
magnetisers. In other words he infers that the mental suggestion of the
operator is the real and sole cause of the phenomena in question, perceived
by the sensitives.

This is, of course, the view maintained by most leaders in the classic
schools of hypnotism ; consequently it has the advantage of carrying the
authority of orthodoxy. Yet we know that such standards are not final and are
subject to modifications. For instance we see some of the recognised leaders
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of these schools affirming the exaggeration of this doctrine ; that there is no
hypnotism, there is only suggestion ;¥ while another equally eminent
authority describes this position as ‘“artless” (simplisme)t and another again
replies that the production of the passive state is a necessary condition in
the mechanism of suggestion.] Itis preferably to unbiassed experimentation
that we must turn for enlightenment, rather than to authority, while
carefully excluding the subconscious trend of preconceptions from our
judgment.

In this direction I beg to submit, in reply to Mr. Podmore’s first statement,
that Dr. Luys showed me instantaneous photographs, illustrating the compara-
tive effects produced by the respective poles of a magnet on three hypnotised
subjects. The magnet was a large straight bar, purposely prepared in such a
manner as to render the poles indistinguishable from each other in appear-
ance in order to obviate suggestion. The one pole induced an expression of
contentment and satisfaction on the countenances; the other induced
expressions of horror and dismay.§

He also showed me magnets used in the treatment of neuropathic
affections, made in a form to fit on to the heads of the patients. The use
of these magnets had, however, been abandoned, because it was found that
they absorbed some emanation from the patients treated and transferred the
affection to the patient on whose head the magnet was subsequently placed.
This was, of course, in opposition with the desire of the Doctor who had
discovered this mode of treatment, and consequently could not have been the
effect of suggestion.

A description is given in the Revie de I’ Hypnotisme of September last
(p. 89) showing that magnets are now used in the Hotel Dieu of Paris, to
stimulate sensibility. These were probably introduced by Dr. Dumont-
pallier, who discovered the transference of sensibility in the course of his
investigations into metallo-therapeutics, made in conjunction with Charcot
and Luys.||

With regard to the second statement advanced ; that the perception by
hypnotised subjects of radiant effluence is due to suggestion. Dr. Luys had
the good fortune to find among his subjects one who could draw and paint
while in the secondary state. He ordered this subject to paint the people
presented to him, as he saw them. It was found that the colours thus
presented were not always the same, they varied in their distribution with
different people ; the dominant colours remaining similar, but other colours
being introduced in minor quantities. This variation was found to be
accentuated in neuropathic patients. Dr. Luys consequently introduced
hysterical and paralytic patients, inebriates, and lunatics, for observation
without informing his subject. He ultimately found a correlation appeared

* Professor Bernheim, Revue de Psychologie, January, 1898. Doctor Hartenberg,
Light, p. 291, 1898.

+ Dr. Durand de Gros, Revue de Psychologie, May, 1898.

+ Dr. Liébeault, Revue de I’ Hypnotisme, May, 1898,

§ See Light, p. 247, 1897, || See Light, p. 451, 1897.
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between certain psychic disturbances and the distribution of colours as
described by his sensitive.* This was purely an experimental investigation
on the part of Dr. Luys, in which suggestion must consequently be
eliminated, as the Doctor did not know what effect on colour distribution to
expect from various neuropathic diseases.

Again in the experiments described by M. de Rochas in the first chapter
of his Extériorisation de la Sensibilité : I objectivité des effluves pergus sous
Jorme de lumiére dans U élat hypnotique, special care was taken to eliminate
the possibility of involuntary mental suggestion. This question receives
prominent consideration, the operators being experts in suggestion.

The experiments were made with an electro-magnet, with the commutator
so arranged that the current could be switched on and off, or in converse
directions by the assistant, without the operator or subject seeing the action.
The assistant, in turning the switch, took care not to see himself how he
placed it, while neither M. de Rochas nor the subject could see it. The
subject was then told to describe what he saw, and his statement was noted
down. A small compass was then approached to the coil, to verify whether
a current was passing or not, and note was taken of the direction. These
data were afterwards compared with the description made by the sensitive.

In these carefully controlled conditions, when the colours were described
as reversed, the current was found to have been switched in the reverse
direction. Their cessation was found to coincide with its interruption. But
its sudden, rapid reversal was found to entail a mixed i.e., violet colour at
both poles of the magnet for a few seconds, when distinct red and blue
appeared at the respective poles.

Interruption was also effected by detaching one of the wires unknown to
the subject, who at once declared that he ceased to see anything. For the
same purpose, the zincs were lifted out of the cells, but the subject declaring
that he still saw the colours, it was found on investigation with a compass
that a current was actually passing. This was due to a few drops of acid
adhering to the base of the elements and entailing contact. More enduring
effects were found to follow the substitution of a steel core to the magnet,
instead of a soft iron one. The change was at once notified by the subject.

A description of a similar experiment made by Dr. Sajous and confirming
the effects noticed by Dr. Luys is appended.

On p. 32 of above work, an instance is given of an experiment purposely
made to mislead the subject by suggestion, which, while it succeeded in part,
did not inhibit the perception of the real effluence.

No student who has studied hypnotic suggestion will deny that a subject
can be made hy suggestion to see a radiance issuing from the ends of a
modern dummy magnet. That is indeed a simple presentation as compared
with the complex phenomena which may be so evoked in the subject’s mind.
But neither can dispassionate observers refuse to recognise the phenomena
above described. And such experiments could easily be repeated by
unbiassed operators. Yet such is the force of mental suggestion that an

*See Light, p. 247, 1897.
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operator, determined to nullify such experiments, could do so; justas a
strongly positive and hostile investigator can spoil the manifestations
through an entranced medium.

The physical foundation of this radiation is dealt with in the same work.
The discoveries of Dr. Edward Branby* with regard to the analogies sub-
sisting between the functioning of an intermittant electric radio conductorin
wireless telegraphy and man’s neuric circulation, have an important bearing
on this question, as constituting the first steps in a new direction of research,
the development of which may establish further analogies between man’s
psychic radiation and the ‘‘field” of an electro-magnet, and thus present a
¢ foundation in physics” not yet recognised.

With regard to the pretension that ¢‘the whole of animal magnetism is
founded on misconception,” I would point out that this attitude can scarcely
be maintained after studying the demonstrations of Professor Boirac (head
of the Grenoble University). This experimentalist showed in the Rewvue de
Psychologie,t of May 1st, that suggestion and mesmerism are two distinet
independent agents, which may replace and counterfeit each other or
supplement and combine together. ‘We may have suggestion without
mesmerism, or mesmerism without suggestion; a pseudo-mesmerism may
occur which really is only suggestion, and a pseudo-suggestion which really
is only mesmerism ; while a suggestive mesmerism or mesmeric suggestion
may also be effected, in which the two are indivisibly combined.”

The simultaneously combined effects of suggestion and of magnetism acting
independently in the same subject were illustrated, followed by demonstra-
tions of the effects of magnetic action in opposition with and inhibiting the
effect of suggestion.

Illustrations were given in Light, p. 297, 1897, of demcenstrations by the
same operator of the transmission of this energy along a copper wire from a
distance, inducing local anssthesia in a blindfolded subject, apart from
suggestion.

I myself, acting under Professor Boirac’s instruction, have reproduced
some of his experiments. Holding my hand pointed at the knee of a blind-
folded subject, at a few inches distance, local anssthesia was produced after
a few minutes. 1 did not know whether I would succeed, as I had seen other
experimenters fail. The subject was in his normal state, consequently not
suggestible.

Professor Boirac then took hold of the hand of one of the experimenters
who had failed to induce the phenomenon and told him to try again,
followed by successful results, showing that the influence was transmitted
from the Professor through the experimenter to the subject. Other experi-
ments of this relay transmission were also made.

The demonstrations of the exteriorisation of sensibility, described by M.
de Rochas in the work already referred to; by Dr. Luys in his Annales de
Psychiatrie et Hypnologie, 1892; by Professor Boirac as above referred tof; by

* Revue de I’ Hypnotisme, Light, p. 400, 1898.
T See Light, p. 426, 1898. + See Light, p. 296, 1897.
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Dr. P. Joire, of the Psychological Institute, of Lille,* bring new considerations
to bear on the reality of an effluence, which have not yet been examined by the
¢ classic authorities” who are always slow to admit discoveries which come
in conflict with recognised standards. The determinations of movements in
subjects by magnetic attraction apart from suggestion illustrated by Professor
Boirac and by Dr. Moutint constitute new evidence which impartial judg-
ment cannot ignore.

It -is impossible to repeat the descriptions of these experiments in detail
here. They may be read in the articles referred to. One striking fact I
will quote bearing on the reality of an efluence and the possibility of its
being stored in a condenser.

Professor Boirac accumulated his magnetic radiation in a bottle of water
standing in his dining-room. He then sent his manservant, who was also a
subject, from another room in his normal state, to bring him a glass of water
from the decanter in the dining-room. The contact with the magnetism
stored in the water bottle threw the subject into the secondary state. Dr.
Luys repeated this experiment successfully.

As Professor Boirac says in his preface to Gasc-Desfossé’s book: *‘{Pure
telepathy apart from a substantial medium would be a miracle ; a fact with-
out relation to the rest of the universe. Rather does it appear to consist in
a force that radiates from the human brain and carries with it, not indeed
man’s thought and will, but an effluence that transmits and reproduces a
message at the end of the line.”

A striking instance of the reality of magnetic radiation and of the validity
of the supernormal faculties (apart from suggestion) developed by magnetic
passes (effluence) is given by an English M.D.

The Doctor had as patient a retired Major, previously in service in India.
Conversation having turned on these questions, the Major requested the
Doctor to take hold of his hand. Immediately on contact being established
the Doctor felt a strong vibration passing through his arm, producing a
sensation similar to that entailed by an electric current. The Major then
told the Doctor that he had always possessed this influence, which gave him
a strong command over his men. He had, however, ceased using it since the
following experiences, which had really frightened him. He had one day,
acting with her consent, mesmerised his sister-in-law. As an experiment he
placed in her hands an unopened letter, just arrived from India, of the
contents of which he was consequently ignorant, and commanded her to read
it. She held it unopened in her hands and communicated the contents to
the Major. On opening the letter subsequently her reading was found to be
correct. §

" * See Light, p. 135, 18YS.
+ Le Diagnostic de la Suggestibilité, and in Light p. 339, 1897.
I See Light, p. 178, .1898.
§ The above is & perfectly correct account of what took place at the interview

between the Major and myself, and also accurately describes the incident of the letter
told me by the Major.—M.D.
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It is to be regretted that no opportunity for the study of experimental
psychology exists in England. The analysis of descriptions of other men’s
work or of certified phenomena, is but a barren method of study as compared
with observation of actual experimentation. As Professor Boirac says: *‘ It
is rather by direct experimentation in the effects which may be exerted at a
distance by one human being on another, that we shall come to understand
the phenomenon of telepathy and not by an endless collecting of cases of
spontaneous telepathy such as is effected by the Psychical Research Society.”

If a psychological laboratory existed here, the experiments of Dr. Luys,
Professor Boirac, Dr. Joire, M. de Rochas, Dr. Moutin, could no doubt be
repeated by Knglish operators. England might then also present some
original contributions to experimental psychology.

(QuasTor VITE.

Dr. Sajous relates the following :—He was attending the reception of
out-patients at a hospital in Paris, and observed among the patients a young
woman, whom he ascertained to be unknown to the other doctors present.
So far as they knew, she had not previously presented herself at that
hospital. He then took her to the physical laboratory; and having
hypnotised her, presented to her the poles of an electro-magnet, which was
actuated by a battery, the plates of which could be lifted out of the cells by
means of a framework, so that the patient could not discover either by sight or
hearing when the current was flowing. He was surprised at the attraction
which the pole, that she described as showing red light, exercised upon her ;
she struggled to be allowed to bathe her hands in it. The other pole, on the
contrary, which showed to her blue light, just as strongly repelled her and
caused her to shrink away from it. One or two of the other doctors assisted
him in this experiment. The current was from time to time interrupted ;
and the patient observed the cessation of the luminous phenomena and
their re-appearance.

This story was told to me in June, 1893. Dr. Sajous then lived at
28, Rue de Madrid, Paris. G gy

CLAIRVOYANCE AND POLTERGEISTS.

Sir,—To follow Mr. Podmore in his reply to a portion of my contentions
is needless, as T am content to leave the question to the judgment of any
earnest enquirer who will read the evidence at length in the works I have
referred to. A great deal of his minute criticism tending to discredit the
witnesses seems to me to be of exactly the same character as the well-known
Historic Doubts concerning Napoleon Buonaparte of Archbishop Whateley,
or the still cleverer jewx d’esprit on the first Chinese war, which I have not
seen since I was a youth, and a reference to which I shall be glad if any of
your readers can give me.

I will make one or two brief observations only, on Mr. Podmore’s
““historic doubts.” He says that Councillor Hahn’s evidence is not “ ex-
ceptionally good,” because written 18 months after the events. But what
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events ! Things going on for two months, almost daily and hourly, of the
most marvellous and antecedently incredible character, witnessed by his
friend and by many other persons none of whom could even suggest any
explanation of them. His detailed account shows to my mind that he
did keep full notes at the time, but even if he did not, the facts were
such as were never to be forgotten. And his giving this account to Dr.
Kerner for publication in after life, when he was a person of some official
standing, is a guarantee of his earnestness that we should not overlook.

I also protest against what seems to me an interpretation of part of Mrs.
Wesley’s evidence that is wholly unjustified by the facts. She narrates how,
going down the stairs with her husband, two sounds were heard, ‘“on my
side” like a bag of money emptied, ‘‘and on his” as if a quantity of bottles
were smashed. Mr. Podmore says this means that there was only one sound
differently interpreted by the two people! And because in another account
she says that these sounds were 0t simultaneous, that therefore she is not
to be believed, and, generally, that nothing at all occurred but what could
have been, and therefore in all probability was produced by one of the
daughters, Hetty, who did not give her own account of what happened in
addition to the accounts of the eight other members of the family !

This is quite in the style of ¢‘ historic doubts,” and as such I leave it to

your readers.
ALFRED R. WALLACE.

MR. PETROVO-SOLOVOVO AND THE EVIDENCE FOR INDEPENDENT
SLATE-WRITING.

St. Petersburg, March 1/13 [1899].

Dear Sir,—In reply to Professor Shufeldt’s letter ¢n independent
slate-writing in the March Jouwrnal, may I be permitted to point out that
when speaking of Dr. Elliott Coues’s experiments, I was careful to lay
special stress on the fact that they were corroborated by a gentleman, Mr.
William Emmette Coleman, who has gained a wide notoriety as an exposer
of mediumistic .frauds? There is no mention whatever of this circumstance
in Professor Shufeldt’s letter, which I confess I am unable to understand.
Mr. Coleman’s testimony to the genuineness of Mrs. Francis’s psychography
is the more valuable, because in the case of another well-known medium,
viz., Fred Evans, he has repeatedly asserted the fraudulent character of the
same slate-writing performances,

Readers of Solovyoff’'s 4 Modern Priestess of Isis in Dr. W. Leaf’s
translation will remember that a contribution by Mr. Coleman * On the
Sources of Mme. Blavatsky's Writings,” was deemed by the translator (and
80, presumably by the S.P.R. Council) of sufficient importance to be inserted
in that book.

I suppose I am therefore still entitled to ask, why should his evidence
be ignored in the present case ?

As for the quotations Professor Shufeldt makes from some of Dr. Coues’s
earlier writings I am not concerned with them. Of course, there can be but
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one opinion about them ! My (supposed) belief in ‘tricks” has nothing to
do with the question whether independent slate-writing (which I have never
seen) exists or not, nor with the cases I have adduced. However, I am
ready to admit that, both from the study of the literature of the subject and
from personal experience, I have been driven to the conclusion that amidst
a great deal of fraud and delusion there do exist some physical phenomena
inexplicable by known laws of nature, and connected with persons who—for
want of a better term—are called mediums, but I fail to see how this purely
personal circumstance can be of general interest.

At any rate this belief has never blinded me to possibilities of fraud, and
I confess there still remains a good deal of scepticism in my mind. Hoping
that this little controversy may perhaps induce Mr. Coleman himself to make
a statement on the subject of Mrs. Francis’s slate-writing, I am, dear Sir,
very.truly youss, MiceAEL PETROVO-SOLOVOVO.

P.S.—Returning to Professor Shufeldt’s assertion that from my point of
view I ought to regard Dr. Coues’s statements about the smelling and weigh-
ing of ghosts, etec., as proofs, I will content myself with replying : (1) That T
have never pretended that we need attach any value to such uncorroborated
and unproved assertions, be he who makes them scientifically eminent or not;
(2) That the aforesaid assertions have nothing in common with the detailed
accounts of the experiments with Mrs. Francis, to which Mr. Coleman has
borne witness ; and (3) That Dr. Coues’s statements as to his having
examined the toe-nails and finger-nails of ‘‘ ghosts” and portion of their
hair only show that he must have been grossly deceived by professional
materialising mediums—in common with many other people not necessarily
insane or dishonest. As for the fact of his having said or printed such
things—that is surely deplorable |—M.P-S.

CASES.

eI
The following case was communicated by M. Petrovo-Solovovo. It
was published in the Rebus in 1892 :—

I am at present in my 61st year. The inexplicable phenomenon, which I
witnessed, took place 45 years ago in October, 1846. My father, a controller
of the Tver Court of Exchequer, lived in the merchant Nazaroff’s house at
the corner of Semionovskaia-street, in Tver. This house was built of stone,
and had two floors, the upper part being occupied by the Nazaroff family,
whilst my father and family lived in the lower; there were no other
inhabitants in the house. . . . . Our family consisted of my father,
mother, two sisters of my father, one of whom was a widow, and the other
an old maid, and myself, a boy 15 years old, who was then in the 5th class
of the Tver Gymnasium. In the Nazaroffs’ service were a cook, a maid,
and a coachman, who had also charge of the court-yard (dvornik); and we
had a cook and a maid, who were both our serfs. As the Nazaroff family
led a very modest and patriarchal life, we had the habit, as soon as my father
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had left the house, after 6 p.m., to attend to his official duties, of having the
gate (leading into the yard) locked and the key given to the dvornik ; his
room was connected with the gate by a wire and bell, and he used to open
the gate when the bell had been rung. . Wid

My father was in the habit of purchasing every year, in January and
February, firewood for the whole year, part of which, with our landlord’s
permission, was placed under the porte cochére and close to the wall of the
granary. There must have been some three or four sajénes* of them. These
logs were rather large, probably weighing not less than 7 pounds each.

I shall now describe the phenomenon itself ; it is very vividly impressed cn
my memory, though nearly half a century old. In the first half of October,
I think, my father had as usual gone at 7 p.m. to the Court of Exchequer,
to attend to his official duties, where he stayed as late as 11 and sometimes
12 o’clock ; my mother and aunts sat down to work, and I began to prepare
my lessons for next day. About 10 p.m. our maid Martha entered the bed-
room where my aunts were sitting and said : ‘° What is taking place in our
yard ? Someone is stealing the wood, I have heard several logs falling.” I
was rather an audacious boy, and felt tired of sitting and working, so I
availed myself of this opportunity and began to ask Martha to bring in a
candle, as the night was dark, and it was still darker under the porte
cochére ; my mother and aunts also followed us. When in the yard, I heard
a log falling down from the pile, and, about two minutes later, another one.
I tried to come nearer with a candle, but my mother laid hold of me and
would not let me go. Someone was sent to wake up Nicholas, the dvornik;
he came in, lit a lantern and even began to make the sign of the cross when
he heard the noise made by the logs falling. I have forgotten to add that
the yard at the Nazaroffy’ was paved with stone. . . . The dvornik
asserted that he had locked the gate immediately after my father had gone
out and showed the key ; the back-door, leading into the garden, also proved
to be locked ; consequently aman would have been unable to enter the yard.
The Nazaroffs heard us talking in the yard and came out also, so that we
were twelve in number; three candles and a lantern were brought in and
threw sufficient- light both over the logs of wood and all the space under
the porte cochére, and this is what we all saw: out of the middle of the pile
(not from the top of it, but out of the middle) a log would fly forth and fall
down on the floor three arschin off. All the persons present were greatly
frightened and pressed close to each other. I proved to be the most
courageous of all and persuaded the dvornik to come with me nearer the logs
of wood; he carrying a lantern and myself a candle. I thought that
perhaps a cat had got in between the wall and the logs, and tried to put my
hand [there], but could not do it, as the logs were quite close to the wall.
Meanwhile the logs would fly out with short intervals. This bombardment
with logs lasted for about 40 minutes, 27 in all being thrown out; and
another remarkable thing was that the empty space, which remained after a
log had flown out was not filled up with other logs and that we noticed no

* 1 sajéne=7 feet
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movement due to the upper logs coming down, and yet in the morning the
pile proved to be quite compact and without any holes. The dvornik picked
up the logs which had been thrown out and placed them close to another
wall. The logs had not flown out of one place only but out of several ; but
always from the middle of the pile, not from the top of it or from the sides.
In the morning, when going to my gymnasium I met the dvornik and asked
him to try and pull a log out of the middle of the pile. Nicholas, a robust
man of about 30, in spite of all his efforts was unable to pull out of the
middle of the pile a single log. Of course, all my relatives, as well as the
proprietors of the house, put down the whole thing to the domovoi (house-
spirit) and his tricks.

None of the other witnesses of this phenomenon are alive at present ;
even a person younger than myself—Nathalie, a daughter of the widow of
Nazaroff’s son—died in the seventies.

I would have absolutely no reason to invent such a story ; and it seems
to me that I can be trusted, seeing that I am 60 years old and have served
three Emperors in the Ministry of Public Instruction for 40 years.

Ivaxn KOUPREYANOFF,

Late Inspector of the Tver District School,
belonging to the nobility of Tver.

180 (0
Tue ‘“ WipE WorLp Macazing,” 1898, P. 361.

¢ From Khartoum to the Source of the Nile.”—Dr. R. W. Felkin.

Dr. Felkin assures us that the following case is by no means unique
in his experience :—

I came across many medicine men and wizards ; some of them claim to
transform themselves into lions, jackals, hyenas, etc., at night, and in this
guise to travel immense distances in a remarkably short time. They are
also said to have the power of divination, to restore lost cattle, tell fortunes,
and perform other miraculous feats. In the morning, they are supposed to
return to their natural shape, and can give information concerning what has
happened at any distance.

Now, though I can offer no explanatlon whatever as to the methods of
these wizards, I had ample opportunity of verifying, in a very startling way,
the powers of one of their number, whose portrait I give you. In the first
place, the wizard generally partakes of some root known only to himself,
which induces a very heavy sleep. No one is allowed to touch him whilst in
this condition, but when he wakes next morning he professes to be able to
tell you all about the future. The experience I am about to relate with one
of these people happened at Lado, on my return from Uganda, in company
with Emin Pasha.

I had not received any letters from Europe for a year, and was, of course,
very anxious to get some. I knew quite well that a good many must be
waiting for me somewhere, but it was hardly likely that they would come to
hand for some time, because the Nile was blocked by the floating islands of
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grass. One morning, however, a man came into our tent, in a state of great
excitement. The local m’logo, or wizard, he said, had been roaming the
country the night before in the form of a jackal. He had, the messenger
went on, visited a place called Meschera-er-Rek (which was some 550 miles
distant from Lado, our camping-place), and had seen two steamers, one of
them with mails for our party. Also, the steamers were commanded by a
white pasha, who was minutely described. Now, in the ordinary course of
nature the man could not possibly have covered so vast a stretch of country
in one night—nor even in twenty nights. I ridiculed the whole thing as
absolutely absurd. We were having our coffee at the time, and KEmin
seemed inclined to give credence to the story, for he suddenly rose up and
said he would have the man brought before him. In due time the wizard
(whose portrait here is reproduced) was marched into our tent, and Emin at
once addressed him in Arabic, saying, ‘° Where did you go to last night 2*

‘I was at Meschera-er-Rek,” he replied in the same tongue.

*“ What were you doing there 2”

‘I went to see some friends.”

‘“What did you see ?”

‘I saw two steamers arriving from Khartoum.”

‘“Oh! this is nonsense. You could not possibly have been at Meschera-
er-Rek last night.”

‘T was there,” came the tacit rejoinder, ‘‘and with the steamers was an
Englishman —a short man with a big beard.”

¢ Well, what was he doing—what was his mission ?”

‘“He says that the great Pasha at Khartoum has sent him, and he has
got some papers for you. He is starting overland to-morrow to come to
you, bringing the papers with him, and he will be here about thirty days
from now.”

As a matter of fact, concluded Dr. Felkin, the m'logo’s statement proved
absolutely correct. In thirty-two days an Englishman did arrive in our
camp, bringing letters for us from Khartoum. More than this, we knew
from the wizard’s description that Lupton Bey, and none other, was the man
who was coming. We were disappointed at the news that Lupton brought,
because, although he had removed twenty-six miles of grass obstruction,
there was still too much of it for us to think of returning to Khartonm by
steamer. As to the wizard, I am quite satisfied in my mind that he had
never in his life been very far outside his own village. The guess-work
theory is quite out of the question, the circumstances being quite extra-
ordinary and the overland journey most unusual,

EXPOSURE OF A TRICK CODE.

The following letter from the Mayor of Crewe to Professor Lodge
(which the writer kindly allows us to print here) is of interest as
describing the ingenious detection of an ingenious trick. The name
of the tricksters has been changed.
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Winterley House, near Crewe, March 14th, 1899.

Dear Proressor Lopcg,—I derive some little consolation to-day from
the proverb ¢ It’s only fools who never change their minds.” I wrote you
on the 10th that I believed the thought transmission phenomena of the
Brothers Jones to be genuine. I write to-day to say that I am quite con-
vinced they are produced by trickery.

I know you would have been greatly interested if I could have reported
genuine phenomena, but I believe you will in some degree be interested to
hear how such can be imitated by clever tricksters.

The modus operandi of the Brothers Jones in public is as follows. One
brother (A) is blindfolded, while the other (B) goes round among the audience.
I hand to B, for example, a book containing the rules of the Crewe Izaak
Walton Angling Club, whose headquarters are the Albert Hotel, Crewe. A
rapid conversation, something like this, follows :—

B. ‘“ What am I looking at now ?”
A. ““A book.”

B. “What colour is it 2"

A. “Blue.”

B. ¢ What does it relate to ?”

A. “To a club.”

B. ¢ Where does the club meet ?”
A. ** At the Albert Hotel.”

And so on, all over the circus with 30 or 40 different articles, coins, watches,
books, hats, sticks, pipes, etc. The answers are occasionally a little vague
but are unfailing in accuracy. You may suspect a verbal code, though you
wonder how a code can give *“ book,” *‘blue,” ¢“club,” and *‘ Albert Hotel.”
Your suspicions are however soon allayed. B announces that A, while
blindfolded, will write on a blackboard the time by a watch, or the number
of a note or cheque, ¢ without word or action.” You hand your watch to B,
having taken the precaution to alter